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Rev. RICHARD PRICE, D. D. F. R. 8. 
5 ReverexD AND DEAR Sin, 


YERMIT i me, as a mark af our Gries, and of 
our love of the ſame ſtudies, to inſcribe this work 
to you. It is not that I wiſh to ſcreen myſelf be- 
hind your authority, or to make you reſponſible | for 
what is new, and may be thought roo bold or 
hazardous 1 in the ohinions 3 in it; but I wiſh 
to have your countenance for the freedom with which 
I have treated this ſubjcct, and eſpecially for what I 
have ſaid relating to the inſprration of the books oY 
ſcripture. This opinion is not only a bar to free- 
dom of inquiry, but has operated i in a manner very 
unfavourable to the credibility of the goſpel hiſtory. 


With reſpect to other matters of a ſpeculative nature, 


, relating to chriſtianity,” I cannot be more ready to 


b 1 take, 


x TRE DEDICATION. 


5 take, than you are to allow, and encourage, he. 
_ greateſt freedom of thinking and writing, and con- 
ſequently the moſt open and avowed difference 
of fentiment ; ſince what is moſt eſſential to the 

chriſtian temper and conduct | i8 s perſectiy conſiſtent 
with this difference. . | © 


In 4 variety of articles in metaphyſic Cs, and ſpecula- . 
tive theology, it is probable that, having, at an early 
period, embraced very different general principles, 955 
you and 1 ſhall continue through life to hold ver 

5 different opinions, and with reſpett to their influ- 

ence in a theoretical ſyſtem, we may lay conſiderable 
ſtreſs upon them; but we agree ina firm belief of 
| chriſtianity,” and of the infinite importance of it to 
the virtue and happineſs of mankind. £ 


Whether Chriſt was a man like e or a 
being of a higher rank, but between which and the 
ſupreme, there is till the ſame infinite diſtance, the 
authority of the goſpel precepts, promiſes, and ſanc- 
tions is the fame, and the higheſt poſſible, viz. that 
of the great being by whom Chriſt ſpake, who is his 
God and Father as well as ours ; and who, if we obey 
his will revealed to us in the goſpel, will love and 
honour us, as he loves and honours him. 


" THE e e i 
1 think myſelf happy in being united with you in 
he purſuit of natural ſcience, and in an attachment to 
the natural rights and liberties of mankind ; but I truſt 
we ſhall both of us ever act upon the idea of the in- 
feriority of all the civil rights of men to the privileges 
of chriſtians, and of the nimue e of all things | 
temporal compared with things eternal. 
LI am, with the greateſt eſteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your alfeftionate 


Humble Servant, 


Calne, Jan. 1776. J:. PRIESTLEY. 
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THATEVER may be Wed of the work Which 

: W 1 now preſent to the Public, I can aſſure my readers 

_ that there is hardly any ſubject « on which I have beſtowed _ 

more pains, or to which I have given more lime: and I never_ 

beſtowed my labour or time with more ſatisfaction to myſelf, 
of whatever may reſult from i it with . to others. 


The Harmony of the Di Goſpels, or the producing the hiſtory 
of our Saviour, as delivered by the four Evangelilts, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, to the order of time in which the events 
really happened, has been a favourite object with critics, even 
from the very early ages of chriſtianity ; and ſince the revival of 
letters in Europe, the number of harmoniſts has been ſo great, 
that the enumeration of them would be tedious. 


Nor ſhall we wonder at the attention that has been given to 
this ſubject, when we conſider how very important a hiſtory 
that of Chriſt is, infinitely more ſo than that of any other man 
that ever lived on the face of the earth; in compariſon with 
whom kings, lawgivers, or philoſophers appear as nothing. 
On this account, thoſe who entertain a juſt value for the charac- 
ter of Chriſt, and a proper idea of their obligation to him, are 
intereſted in every circumſtance relating to his hiſtory. I hey 
can never be weary of contemplating it, and are not latished 
without we it in every Poſlihle light, important or not 
important; 
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1mportant; as indeed is the caſs, i in fone mealure, with reſ pect 


to every perſon in whoſe hiſtory we take a part. For this I 


appeal to the ſeelings of all thoſe. who intereſt themſelves 1 in : 
the hiſtory of the dead. DT 


What pains {have been taken by claſſical critics to aſcertain 


a exact dates of the moſt trivial incidents in the life of Cicero, 
and other perſons of eminence in antient or modern hiſtory ? 8 
The motive to all this pains could be nothing but the intereſt 
they took, and which they imagined their readers would take, 
in the lives ol thoſe heroes, and the defire that unavoidably 


reſults from it, of having as preciſe and definite an idea 


as poſſible of every thing in which they were concerned. This 
18 caſily accounted for on the principle of the Mocialion ideas, 
: by means of which unimportant circumſtances acquire a degree 

of importance from their relation to an important character. 


But it is not on i this account only that we receive this ſatis- 
faction from an orderly narrative of the life of Chriſt : for even 


; credibility of the hiſtory is, in ſome meaſure, concerned 1 in 


I the ſeparate hiſtories be all true, they will be found to 
poly as far as other credible hiſtories of the ſame tranſaction 


are found to do. But if the different hiſtories of the lite of : 
Chriſt be utterly irreconcileable in things of conſequence, 1 6. 
in things of ſuch a nature, as that perſons who lived in thoſe 


times, could not but have been well acquainted with, and have 


attended to, they will not be intitled to credit. In a variety 
of other reſpetts alſo, the credibility of the goſpel hiſtory may 


beevinced or illuſtrated, from a compariſon of the different ac- 


counts of the ſame tranſattions: and every circumſtance ol this 


kind will give alan to a friend of chriſtianity. 


We ſhall not wonder that the chronological onks of events 


in the lite of Chriſt ſhould have been loſt, when we conſider 


that 


THE FREE F ACER vil 
| that the capital uſes of the goſpel did not require that the writers 
olf them ſhould adhere ſtrid ly to the order of time, and that two 
of the hiſtorians, viz. Mark and Luke, are not ſuppoled to 
have been preſent at the tranſadions, and therefore might never 
have known, with accuracy, what the order of events was. 
Still, however, the goſpel hiſtory abounds ſo much with note; 
/ time, which, without an exprels care to prevent it, could not 
but mix themſelves with the narration (having been originally 
and neceſſarily aſſociated with the particulars of it) and there 
is in theſe, as in all other genuine hiſtories, that are equally full 
of bulineſs, ſuch a conſtant reference to particular perſons, 
places, and times, ſo frequent a mention of the ſeaſons of the : 
year, public feſtivals, Sc. Sc. that a ſagacious reader will find 

data enow for the orderly arrangement of every thing of much 
conſequence, though there will ſtill be much uncertainty with 
reſpett to the IT of ſome things, the exact . of which 8 


18 of little n moment. 


There would not ki . o much difference i in the har- 


; monies of the evangeliſts, if their authors had not framed them 


on very different general hypotheſes. Two of theſe appear to 
me to be particularly ill founded, and yet they have prevailed 
ſo much, that I think 1 it worth while briefly to animadvert upon 


them. 


Oſiander, among the more antient harmoniſts, and Dr. 
Macknight among the modern, go upon the ſuppoſition that 
all the evangeliſts relate every ching in chronological order, ſo 
that little or nothing is to be tranſpoſed in any of them ; andto 
obviate the many difficulties that muſt occur to every perſon 
who conſiders this ſcheme of a harmony (as, from the ſame 
principle, they are obliged to maintain the exact truth of every 
minute circumſtance 1n all the accounts) they ſuppoſe that all 


incidents agreeing in ever {0 many circumſtances, but differing 
in 
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in any one particul, ar, were really diſtinct, and muſt be referred 


to a diſſereut time: and from this ſource they multiply many 


diſcourſes. and miracles, which others have thought to be the 
ſame; alle dging, and juſily enough, the probability of our Sa- 
viour having repeated the ſame diſcourſes or miracles, but not 


CO! fdering the natural improbability of a great number of the 


ſame external ſorcign circumſtances, accompanying luch diſ- 


courſes Or r miracles, 


Such . make no difficulty of multiplying ſuch! mei- 
1 To as thoſe of our Savi iour's clearing the te ple of buyers 


and lellers, as often as they have 8 for it (and yet as 


none of the Evangeliſts give the leaſt hint of his having done 


this more than once, I do not think that we have ſufficient 
authority for ſuppoſing that even this event happened 


twice) but it appears to me, that, by the ſame rule, we 


might make more than one baptiſm of Jeſus, more than one 
inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper, more than one crucifixion, 
and more than one reſurrection. 


The foundation of this hypotheſis is ſuch a notion. of the 
inſpiration of the goſpels, and other books of ſcripture, as 


appears to me to be equally indefenſible and unneceſſary; 
and I cannot help thinking that the endeavours of the friends 
of revelation to demonſtrate the perfect harmony of the hiſto- 


rical books of ſcripture, and to remove every minute con- 
tradition in them (ſo as to exclude from the writers every dif- 


ference of opinion, and every different conception concerning 
any fact, or the ſmalleſt circumſtance relating to a fact) have not 


only been unſucceſsful, and have thereby given the enemies of 
revelation a manifeſt advantage; but that, even if they could 


have ſucceeded to their wiſh, the reſult would, in realtiy, have 
been unfavourable to the proper defence of revelation, with 


thoſe who duly conſider the nature of hiſtorical e N 
When 
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When a number of perſons agree in their account of the 


Principal circumſtances of any tranſaction, of which they pre- 
tend to have been equally witnelles, it is a ſtrong preſumption 


that they do not impoſe upon us: becaufe the caprin! circum- 


ſtances of things are well known to engage the attention of al! 
; beholder 5 Alike,” | But if they agree in their account of every 
minute circumflance, it thier affords a ſulpicion that they 
have had ſome communication with one another, and have 


agreed toge ther to tell the ſame tory, 1 in the very ſame manner 


that, therefore, the number of proper independent wi. W 18 
not fo great, and conſequently that the account is not fo 
much to be depended upon. Becauſe little circumſtances are 
not apt to engage the attention of all bebolders alike, and 
therefore we find, in fact, that whenever eye witneſſes attend 


to minute particulars, they always do vary in their accounts. 


No two perſons ever gave exactly the ſame account of any 
onde cable tranſaction, though they had the ſame opportunity 


of being well informed concerning it. On this account, dif- 
ferences in the narration of leſſer 1 lioos ſeem to be as 
neceæſſary to complete and ſaltsſaflory evidence, as an agreement 


with reſpect to what is capital and ellential to any ſtory; Nay, 
in many caſes, the more perſons differ in their accounts of ſome 
things, the more concluſive and ſatisfactory is their evidence 
with relpect to chole things! in which they agree. 


It appears to me that the ki ſtory of the cvangeliſts has this 
complete evidence. They agree in their account of every 


circumſtance of importance, "which ſhows that their hiſtories 
were written by men who were either themſelves witneſſes of 
the tranſactions they record, or were well inſormed concern- 
ing them by thoſe who were witnelles ; and yet their ſtyle, and 


manner of writing, their more full or more conciſe account of 
diſcourſes, together with their very different arrangement of the 
. — — 
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parts of their narrative, and their diſagreement with reſpect to 
facts of fmall conſequence, demonſtrate, in my Opinion, that 
(excepting John, who is well known to have written ſome time 
aſter the reſt of the ev angeliſts) they had no communication 
with one another, and therefore that they are to be conſidered 
as original and macpendent witneſſes of the ſame facts. 


It will, 1 doubt not, appear in the courſe of my own. n obſer- 
vations, that tranſactions unqueſtionably the ſame, are related 
with circumſtances that are abſolutely incompatible; o that ® 
will venture to ſay that, in ſpight Of all the 1 ingenuity in the 
world, their perfect conſiſtency, and coniequently this high no- 


tion ol the in/hir alion of the writers, is indefenſible. This hy- 
potheſis, therefore, not being ſupported by tact, mult neceſſa- 
rily be given up. The very determination to deſend a notion 
| loaded with ſuch diſficultics as theſe, diſcovers ſuch a diſpoſition 
to defend an hypothelis at all events, as muſt prejudice the 


minds of unbelievers agaiull a hiſtory o abſurdly contended 
Or, | 


Beſides, this kigh notion of inſpiration is as unnecęſſary, 


with reſpect to the proper uſe of the goſpel hiſtory, as it is in- 


defenſible in itſelf. All the great ends of the golpel will be 


lufficiently anſwered, if proviſion be made for the e ol 
the princiþal faits, ſuch as the reality of the moral di/cour/es, 


and eſpecially of the mracles, death, and re/urreftion of Chrilt, 


as a proof of his divine million, and a confirmation of « our faith 


in the aſſurances he has given us with reſpect to a general reſur- 


rection, and his ſecond coming to judge the world, and to re- 
ward all men according to their works. And it is certainly ſul 
ficient to produce this belief, that a competent number of per- 


ſons, having ſufficient opportunity of obſerving and diſtinguiſh- 
ing the facts, atteſt the truth ol them, and that the ſubſequent 
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hiſtory (hould ſhow that the publication of thele facts prodiico! 
ſuch an cilect upon the minds and conduct of thoſe to W.] 
they were properly propoſed, as might be expected Tom the 
conſideration of their characters and circ umllances. But tlc 
. of uch leading facts as thole above mentioned wil 
not be affected by any iſt; rence that may be obſe Ive xd in the 
golpel! 1.1 10 rians, with . to lefier circ win; AnNces attending 
th Ein. | | 


Now tt ſeems. to baus e been the plan oh divine providence, 
never to provide miracles where natural cauſes we re tulle] 1ent. 0 
procure the defired ct ect. Ad 3 bel perſons ex prels- 
ly cholen to attend our Lord, during the whole of his a 
miniliry, in order to be anole: of his lite, dilcourles, -.Geath, 
and relurrec con, beltdes the innumerable multitudes hat malt 
neceſſarily have been witneſſe 5 to many of them, without ally 


"4 OX preſs app Hintment, were nat urally rllicient to enſure the 


credibility of all the great events. above mentioned. No other 
hiſtory is attended w ith any evidence that can be compared 
with that of the goſpel; and, admitting the golpel hiſtory, on 
account of its greater importance, to require a llronger evi- 
dence, till nothing can be neceſſary but a ſtronger evidence of” 
the ſame kind, or human tellimony more abundant, and more 


fas ourably cir eumitanc ed. 


Admitting that, if the whole credibily of the goſpel hiſtory, 
as we receive it, reſted on divine, independent of human teſli- 
mony, 10! mething might be gained, it is evident that we now 
receive the go! ſel hiſtory on the faich of human teltimony only. 
For the early tr anſeribers of the goſpels were no more inſpired 
than our printers; and in the courſe of time that has elapſed 
from the firlt promulgation of chriſtianity to the preſent age, 
copies of the goſpel have been lo often tranſmitted from one to 


another, that a lucccilion ot human authorities lo great as to 
c 2 exceed 
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exceed all computation, muſt have intervened ſince the firſt 


writing of the goſpels to their coming into our hands. Since, 
therefore, divine providence has thought proper to intruſt this 


valuable depoſit in human hands for ſo many centuries, how 
can it be thought inconſiſtent with the ſame plan, to convey it 
to us in a ſimilar manner from the very beginning; the apoſtles 


being naturally as capable of relating and writing an account 
ol what they heard and ſaw, as otlier r perions could be to os £d 


the account after them. 


1 own I can ſee no meaning, Or confiſtency, in the appoint= 


ment of witneſſes to accompany our Lord, in order to tranſmit 


to poſterity an authentic and credible account of his life, doc- 
trine, and miracles, if, after all, it was the intention of the 
divine being to ſuperſede this teſtimony, by books bearing ſuffi- 
cient marks of /uþernatural inſbiration. In reality, one ſingle 


book, the divine inſpiration of which was lully Pr oved, "WG 


render all other evidence Huperſluous. 


It is  objefted to theſe arguments, that if we once ſuppoſe 


that the evangeliſts may not be abſolutely depended upon, with 


zeſpect to any particulars in their hiſtory, they cannot be 


depended upon at all, But if there was any real foundation 
for this objection, we ſhould give up all faith in hiſtory. For 
there is no period in any hiſtory, written by different perſons. 
but ſeveral events have been differently repreſented ; and yet 

it is not faft that our faich in e 18 ſhaken by this Eir⸗ 


| cumſtar nee. 


To ule an example: ſome cotemporary 8 ſay that, 
in the battle of Marſton Moor, prince Rupert commanded in 
the 72zght wing, while others place him in the 4% and they 
give a diffegent account of ſeveral incidents in that engagement, 
depending upon that polition. But though, on this account, it 

ſhould 
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ſhould not be i in our power to determine 1 in which of the wings 
it was that this general fought, does it therefore follow that 
there was no battle on Marſton Moor, that the kings forces 


were not defeated in that battle, or even that the prince did not 
command! in it? 1 his will not be pretended. 


: In like manner, thou gh it ſhould be found that, acccordin g to 
one evangeliſt, Chriſt purged the temple on the day OL. his tri 
umphant entry into Jerulalem, whereas, according to another of 
them, this was not done till che day aſter, will it therefore follow 
that we have no reaſon to believe that he did purge the temple at 
all? Or. becaule all the evangeliſts exprels the inſcription which 
Pilate put upon the croſs of Chriſt in different wor ds, muſt we 
conclude that there was no inſcription upon it, or that Chriſt 
was not crucified at all? And becauſe the Evangeliſts ſeem to 
have had different ideas of the manner in which the reſurrection 
of our Lord was announced to the apollles, and eſpecially 
concerning the viſion of angels on that occaſion, will it 
follow "that they were fo far incompetent witneſles, that we. 

have no realon to believe that there v was a relurrettion ? 


: appeal to any perſon's feel . whether even the fulleſt con. 
viction of ſuch variations as theſe would tend to produce any 
incredulity wich re pect to acts of any conſequence, in Which 
all the accounts agree. The moſt perfect ſaith in all great 
events will admit of very great latitude with reſpect 0 Falls 
ones; ſo that there is no occaſion to fix any DOUNGATY where 
certain perſuaſion terminates, and where unecritainty begins, 
In this reſpect the goſpel hiſtory exactly relembies all ONT 
credible liftories ; and indeed, being equally addreſſed to t 
feelings of human beings, there can be no reaſon why oy 
would be any difference between them in ts relpect, 


Ir 
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It is alledged that tl ere was + particular expreſs promiſe mac id 
by gur Lord to his a poll. es, that 7A: Hiri. of mth ſhould lend 
{om mnto nll Au, and bring l LT vs 40 kei- ed nee 28 


CEE ery unto them, Tokn xiv. 26. But both the re on of the 

55 ang, and the fact itlell. may ly us, that this 0 IE: could 

only relpect chings of conſe . ©, and probably (as the excel 
The author of the Five Letten «© Inſpiration ſupp OſeSs) uch 


things 4s. the apoſtles were not nt 7, at time able fully. to com- 


prchend, and therefore 1 were moſt likely to forget. For, with 


reſet tO particular c INS, all the evange bf tits report our 


Lord's diſe: ourſes with very creat variations. And. provided 
the great e of our Lord's ommllion: and doctrines was not 
in, zured by th ole different reproſentation on things, no real harm 


00 uld ariſe from them, and therefore no valr EN end would 
have been gained by ſuch an interpoſition of divine prov dence 
as would have prev ented them. Agreeably , therefore, to all 


that we know, or can infer, concerning the rules of the divine 


proceedings: no ſuch interpolition would be gra ned. 


I own that I lay a good deal of ſtreſs upon theſe conſidera- 


tions, and think that by giving up the opinion of the inſpira- 
tion of the evangeliſts, as writers, we gain two very 5 
derable advantages; the firſt is that we place the golpel hiſtory 
on the ſame une xceptionable footing with other credible 


Hiſtories, reſting on zndependent teſtimonies, in conſequence 
of their agreement in all things of importance, and appearing 


to be nenen of each other, by their diſagreement in 


things of no importance. In the ſecond place, we, by this 


means, diſencumber the evidence of the goſpel hiſtory of many 
_ objections, infignificant indeed, in themſelves, but rendered of 
the greateſt magnitude, and even abſolutely infuperable, by 


our profeſſing to maintain the plenary inſpiration of the ſcrip- 


tures. By this means, therefore, we ſecure, in the moſt effec- 
tual manner, the evidence of all the important facts in the 


go! pel 
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goipel hiſtory ; and the reſt will either follow of courle, or 
their * may be ſafely neglected. 


For theſe reaſons, I cannot but greatly diſapprove of every 
plan of a harmony of the goſpels which goes upon the ſup— 
polition that thoſe writers were incapable of relating the ſame 
ſtory with any inconſiſtency in the circumſtances 'of it, and 
eſpecially that they all wrote in true chronological order, fo 
that we are not at liberty even to tranſpoſe any part of their 
partatives. The. learned Michaelis lays, in his /ntroguition to 
lie fuudy of the New Teſtament, p. 210, Oſiander is at the head 
© of thoje who have diſcredited the goſpel hiſtory by their har- 
© monies. However, he went not ſo far as his ſucceſſors, but 
_ * ſometimes departs from his principles.” Dr. N has 
purſued t chis plan of a harmony to its utmoſt extent; and yet 
his work ems, upon the whole, to have been very well 
received. But though, for theſe reaſons, I. cannot but 
excecedingly diſapprove of his harmony, I think he is olten very 
happy « as a COMMENLALOY. | 


It is hardly 9 to obſerve = in what I have advanced 
_ above, Lam far from denying all inſpiration; but only the uni- 
" verſa] and infallible. inſpiration of the ſcripture hiſtorians as 


writers, When the prophets, or apoſtles, worked miracles, or 
delivered prophecies, and other meſſages from God, they muſt 
1 been inſpired. Paul alſo leems to lay, that he received 
tas e of the goſpel, by a perional ec communication from 
Ol hilt alter his reſurrection. 


Oer barmonills take it for granted that Luke is the moſt 
RF ana ſtrictly chronological, of all the goſpel hiſtorians, 
cliiclly becauſe, in the beginning of his goſpel, he ſays that, 
naving examined every thing with care, he propoſed to write of. 
them in order (). But admitting that by this phraſe he 
_ really 
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really meant to expreſs. his attention to exact chronological 


order, it does not 1090W that he was qualified to execute this 
_ defign with accuracy. Beſides, there is no reaſon to think that 


he had that idea to the word, becaule it does not neceſſarily 


convey that meanin g. 


10 jud ge by the hiſtory ſelf, it is Seite that there are 


tewer marks of an orderly narrative in the goſpel of Luke than 
in any of the other three; and his arrapgement of the facts is, 

ar the ſame time, the leaſt probable in iclell, and the leafl recon- 

Cilcable to that of the reſt. This will ſufficient! ly appear by my 
own obſervations; but much more evidence of this kind than 


can well be Rated i in writing, mult, I think, occur to any perſon 
who ſhall read the goſpel of Luke with attention, and 1 in com- 


: pariſon with the other STD 


With refed 1 to my ſelf, I muſt e that the har- 


mony of the goſpels always appeared to me to be a ſubject of 


great cu719//y indeed, and even of much %, and impor Lance; 


but, at the ſame time, of ſo much dicalty and uncertainty, that 
1 dilpaired of ever ſeeing the undertaking accompliſhed to any 
purpoſe; till I met with Mr. Mann's Differtations on the 
lines of ine birth and the death of Ciurift. Finding in this 
treatiſe ſome fundamental errors in -all- preceding harmonies 


rectified, and the general outline of a quite new and better har- 
mony laid down, I was led to conſider the ſubject with ſome 
attention, and immediately ſet about the ſcheme of a harmony 


on his principles; and in the proſecution of this work, I was 
led to depart from his diſpohtion of many particular events; 


though a variety of additional arguments occurred to me In 


ſupport of his general hypotheſis. 


If I ſhould be thought to have 8 in this work better 
than the generality of my predecellors, [ inallattribute 1 it chiefly 


0 
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to che mechanical methods I made uſe of in the arrangement of 
it; which were as follow. I procured two printed copies of 
the golpels, and having cancelled one fide of every ſheet, Icut 
out all the ſeparate hiſtories, Sc. in each golpel ; and avis A 
large table appropriated to that uſe, I placed all the corre- 
- ſponding parts oppoſite to each other, and in ſuch an order a; 


the compariſon of them (which, W hen they were brought 0 
near together, was exccedingly eaſy) directed. 


Is this Tools order the whole harmony lay before me a con- 
fiderable time, in which 1 kept reviewing it at my leiſure, and 
changing the places ol the ſeveral parts, till F was as well ſatisfied 
with the arrangement of them as the nature of the cale would 
admit. I then fixed the places of all theſe ſeparate papers, by 
h paſting them, in the order in which they lay before me, upon 
different pieces ol paſteboard, carefully numbered, and by this 
means, alſo, divided into lections. 


When! kad done this, I onbliſhed; a n vier of 2 7 17 — 
mony, with the principal reaſons on which it was founded, 
the Theological Repo/ito! . which I then conducted, that my : 
mens and the public in general, might form a judgment of 
This was in the years 1769 and 1770; and ſince that time 
4 material objection, that has come to my knowledge, has 
been made to it. However, preſerving my paſte boards, I have 
reviewed them occaſionally, and, as it was ſtill not difficult to 
do it, have tranſpoſed ſome of the parts to what I have thought 
to be more convenient Places. 


1 wall venue to ſay chat, by the help of ſuch a mechanical con- 
trivance as this, a perſon of a very moderate capacity, or critical 
kill, will have an advantage over a perſon of the greateſl genius 
and comprehenſion d without it. For, by this means, the 
things to be Fmpared are brought under the eye at the ſame 

; ns time, 
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time, and may be od from one ſituation to another with- 
out trouble; ſo that every thing may be viewed, to all poſſible 


advantage, in every light, and nothing can ae perplex, or 


diſtratt th cattention. Whereas, when a perlon takes the fer e 
vera] goſpels as they lie in our printed books, he not only loſes 


{tme, in turning to the paralle] paſſages, and in conſidering how _ 
they wil (tand in new connections; but, not being able to carry Eo 
in his mind all the circumſtances that demand Ke attention at 


the ſame time, he will be in great danger of being bewildered, 


and conſequently of forming a haſty judgment, on a confuſed 
and inadequate view of things. Whether other harmoniſts 
have had recourſe to any method ſimilar to this of mine I can- 
not tell; but from the reſult of their labours, I am-inclined 


to think that lew of chem were poſſeſſed of ſuch an advantage. 


That I might not be biaſed by a regard to any particular 


hypotheſis, I reſolutely avoided fo much as looking into any 
harmony whatever, till I had nearly pleaſed myſelf with my 
_ own arrangement; beginning only with Mr. Mann's tranſpo- 
ſition of the 5th chapter of John, and neglecting even his outline 
of an harmony, But when IJ had done this, I carefully exa- 
mined all the harmonies that I could meet with, and weighed 
all the reaſons produced by the writers of them for their diſpo- 


ſition of every fact of conſequence. The reſult of this exa- 
mination will now and then appear in the following OSſervations, 


though I have made as little 1 as poffible of this kind of 


f reading. 


There is a very great difference in che manner of diſbofing 


and printing the different harmonies of the goſpel, and each 
of them may have their peculiar uſes. Mine will alſo be con- 


ſiderably different from any other that I have ſeen, and I flatter 


_ myſelf it will not be without its advantages. I have printed 
in a larger character what appears to me to be the moſt authen- 
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tie, and che moſt circumſtantial account of every important inci- 
dent, collected from all the goſpels promiſcuouſly, placing the 
parallel accounts in ſeparate columns, printed in a /maller 
ceſiaracter. By this means any perſon who would chule to read 

the whole hiſtory, without interruption, may confine himſelf 
to the larger character, having recourſe to the columns, printed 
in the ſmaller character only when he has occaſion to o compare 
the different accounts s of the ſame ching. 


The reaſons for my choice of particular hiſlories for the 
larger character may not always appear at firſt ſight, but I have 
generally, all other circumſtances being equal, given this pre- 
ference to the goſpel of John, and in the next place to that of 

Matthew, before thoſe of Mark and Luke. Where an au- 
thority in general is of an inferior kind, I have ſometimes 
given this preference to it, when che account has been much 

fuller and more circumſtantial. But more frequently I have 
followed the beſt authority as far as it would go, and have 
taken from the inferior ones whatever was wanting to make it 
complete. In many caſes, however, my choice was nearly 
balanced, and as the columns are printed, any perſon may 

pleaſe himſelf with confidering that as the principal account 
of any diſcourſe or tranſaction to which he himſelf ſhall give 
the preference. 


N. B. For the uſe of thoſe who will chute to read the goſpels in the % this har- 
mony will-be printed in Greek. But for the ſake of common readers, the Ob/ervations, 
and the Enzliſh barmony, accompanied with Hliuftrations of the " cult paſſa, es, will be me 
without the Greek, | 
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OBSERVATIONS 


Hannoxy of the Evancei1srs. 


SECTION 1 


On the Tine of he lm of Chr 


us time of the birth of Chriſt 3 is not a ſubject of much 


importance, becauſe no other very conſiderable event is 
connected with it; but the time of his death is of much 


moment in chronology, as the dates of many other great events 


depend upon it. Both of them, however, have, from their 
relation to the hiſtory of chriſtianity, been the objects of labo- 


rious invelligations by many critics and a oe 


| Without pretending to have taken ſo mack pains with the 


ſubject as many others (though I have careſully attended to 
what has been advanced þ;y thoſe who have preceded me in 
this diſcuſſion) I ſhall briefly recite the ſum of the evidence in 


favour of thoſe dates to which I am inclined to give the prefe- 
1 | B 5 — EGO rence : 


2 _ OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
rence; which are the year 7 before the commencement of the 


common chriſtian æra, U. C. 747. P. J. 4707 for the birth of 


_ Chriſt, and A. D. 23 U. C. La P. J. 4742 for the death o 


Chrifſt. 


e to Luke, Chriſt © was born at a time when there 


was a general re oiſter, or polling (en ooh of the Tewifh nation 


by the order of Auguſlus. This the Romans called a cenfus, 


and the Ancyran marbles ſay that Auguſtus took the cenſus of 
the Romans three times, the firſt time with his colleague Ag- 
; gripa, in the year correſponding to 28 B. C. the ſecond in the | 
year 8B.C. in the conſulſhip of. Cenſorinus and Afmuus, as 


5 Lipſius and others explain it; and the third time with Tiberius, 
in the year 14 alter Chriſt, e 


The ſecond of cheſs cenſus's being the only one for our pre- 
ſent purpoſe, it is evident that our Lord could not have been 
porn before the year 8 B. C. The laſt cenſus is evidently out 


ol the queſtion, becauſe, according to Matthew, our r Lords was 
| born before the death of King Herod. 


This cenſus was taken by Quirinius, who was afterwards 


: governor. of Syria ; but at a time when Sentius Saturninus was 
_ governor. of that province. For this we have the teſtimony 
of Tertullian, who appeals to the records of the Roman em- 
pire. His words are, Sed et cenſus conſtal attos Jub Auguſto, 
Her Senlium Saturninum, apud quos genus Jus igquirere potu- 
ent. As this Quirinius afterwards took another cenſus of 
Judea, viz. upon the death of Archelaus, Luke diſtinguiſhes 
the two, by calling this the /ir/t cenſus that was taken by this 
governor, as Dr. Lardner, with great probability, renders the 
pallage ; 5 1 emoy; . rc | EYEVETO gef euci S- T5 2,upicts Kuo, 


Luke 1 1 2. 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 


3 
2B As this cenſus was taken at Rome, in the year 8 B.C. 
= Keie probable that it was not taken in the diſtant e 

1 till the year 7 B. C. And for this another reaſon will be ſug- 
gelled preventlys: 


* x 
; 
9 
| 
1 
i 
| 
's 


Ge ee eee ˙ iy ee EEE EE EEE 


= be birth of Chriſt could not be der than this date, viz. 
8 7 B. C. becauſe, as is inferred from ſome Syrian coins, pro- 
duced by Cardinal Noris, Varus, who ſuccceded Saturninus, 


was governor of Syria the year following. | See Mann $ Diſer- 
Laltons, 5. 04. 


It was che general opinion of the chriſtian Fathers that Chriſt 
was born when all the world was at peace, which was the caſe 
in the year 8 B. C. and Oroſius lays that the temple of Janus 
continued ſhut (2, e. that the peace laſted) twelve years. Now 
Auguſtus, who was proclaimed Emperor upon every victory, 

was proclaimed Emperor the fifteenth time twelve years after 


this date, ſo that it 1s probable that this peace had commenced 
with that year. th See Mag nan. 


It is gt probable, from many circumſlances (for which 
ſee Mann and Magnan) that the Magi viſited Judea in the year 
6 B. C.; and as Herod's order for the execution of the infants 
comprehended thoſe from two years old and under, it may 

be preſumed that this tyrant, in order to make ſure of his vic- _ j 
tim, would take in a year more than was abſolutely neceſſary ; oo — i 
: and on this account it is more probable that the year 7 B. C. | | 


is the true date of che birth of Chriſt, than the year 8 B. C. g : | a 


It has Lo pretty ſufficiently oroved by Dr. Fairer and 
Magnan, that Herod died in the year | before Chriſt. This 
1$ 4100 inferred from the computation of an ecliple of the 
moon, which Joſephus ſays (Ant. Lib. 17, cap. 8) happened 
in Herod's $ laſt illnels, and which has been found t to have been 
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4 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


on the 13th of March in this year. Upon this event Chriſt 


returned from Egypt, and there is a tradition that he ſtayed 
there two years; which, allowing for the journey, the viſit of 
the Magi, and other circumſtances, almoſt fixes che date to 


the year 7 B. C. 


Luke ſays chat when Chriſt was batte he was aloꝛit (a 1) i 


thirty years of age; but as this is by no means a definite ex- 
” preſſion, it will agree well enough with his baptilm falling on 
Fe ! 28, as he would then be chirty-ſive. | 


"The tas if the year in which the cours. of Abla, of which 


Zacharias was, affords a datum for the time of the conception 


ol John the Baptiſt, and conſequently for the birth of Chriſt. 
From the time of David, the prieſts were divided | into twenty- 
four courſes, to attend the ſervice of the temple in their turns, 
each ſerving a week at a time. After the return from Babylon 
the number of courſes was ſtill twenty-four; and the temple : 
being ſet on fire in the courle of Joiarib, in the month Ab, or 
Auguſt, according to Joſephus, Mr. Whiſton (ſee his Har- 
mony, p. 158) computes that the courſe of Abia fell in Sep- 
tember. Concluding, therefore, that John the Baptiſt was 
conceived in the beginning of September, he ſuppoſes that 
our Saviour muſt have been born about the latter end of Oc- 
tober in the year following. For as ſoon as Elizabeth had 

_ conceived ſhe hid herſelf five Jewiſh months, and immedi- 
ately after that, or in the beginning of the ſixth month, the 
Virgin Mary conceived Chriſt. This muſt have been about | 
the end of January, and nine months afterwards, wz. the 
latter end of October, in the ſame year, it is molt probable 
that he was born. . = 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 5 


| On die Time of the Death of Civ 


truth, that I do not ſee how it can well be called in queſtion ; 


_ eſpecially as this date is ſufficiently conſiſtent with every other 
_ criterion by which it can be determined. I ſhall briefly recite 
this evidence chiefly from Mr. Le Clerc, to whoſe firſt diſſerta- 


tion, ſubjoined to his Harmony, 1 reſer my reader for the 
| words of the originals, 


Clemens Alenabdribus ſays that Chriſt i in 1 the. 1 * 
year of Tiberius, forty- two years and three months before the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Now Auguſtus dying in Auguſt, A. D. 
14, the remainder of that year may be aſcribed either to him, 

or to Tiberius; and therefore the ſame year may, by different 
Y perſons, be called the 1 5th or the 16th of Tiberius, 


Julius Africanus alſo ſays that Chriſt ſuffered i in 1 the 1 m year 
of Tiberius. 


5 Origen ide had the ſame opinion with Clemens Alex- 


andrinus, as may be inferred from his ſaying, after him, that 
_ Chriſt was crucified lorty-two years before the deſtruction of 
Jerulalem. 


"PHAT Chriſt died in the year 29, when the two Gemins 


=» were conſuls, is ſo expreſsly aflerted by ſeveral of the 
antient fathers, perſons who lived neareſt to the time of Chriſt, 
and who were under no imaginable. bials to depart from the 


Tertullian 


5 __ OBSERVATIONS ON THERE 


 Tertullian is more expreſs; ſaying that Chriſt ſuffered in the 


15th year of Tiberius, Rubellius Geminus, and Fuſius Geminus 


0 being conſuls, before the 7th (in ſome copies the 10th, in others 


the 17th) of the calends of April,” and in | another place alter 
the 10th of the calends of April. 1 5 


Zone of the primitive chriſtians were ſo fully perſuaded that 


Chriſt ſuſfered on the 8th of the calends of April, z. e. on the 
25th of March, chat they would always keep their Eaſter on that 
day. See I alclt $ explanation of the decree of the council of Nice, 
concerning the lime of keeping Eaſter. Novi Commentaru Gollen- 


genſis, vol. 1. P. 36. This agreemg with Tertullian, leads us 


to imagine that thoſe chriſtians, whoever they were, had the ſame 
opinion with him concermag the year of the pation. 5 


_ Laſtly, Sulpcius Sens fave that Chriſt ſuffered when F afiug 
Geminus, and Rubellius Geminus were conſuls, Ef 


As this evidence unde ancodtradified by any thing ir in anti- 


quity, I do r not lee how any perſon a at this day can reaſonably 
object to it. | | 


5 


What may be principally alledged BOT this Lats is, that, 


: according to the rules for fixing Eaſter, the paſſover will not 
fall on a Friday for that year. But in this ſeveral things are 


taken for granted, and eſpecially that the Jews computed pre- 


ciſely as we do, and with the ſame exactneſs; neither of which 
is at all probable. The modern Jews give very different accounts 


of the cuſtom of thoſe antient times in this reſpect, and certainly 


no exact rule can be deduced from what Jolephus or Philo ſay 
| on this ſubject, 


Joſephus ſays that the palſover 3 was to be . on the 14th 


day of the month Niſan, accor ding to the moon, (1% Tian). 
Ee cs = But 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 5 
But from this nothing can be inferred but that the Jewiſh year 
was a lunar one; and notwithſtandin 8 this, it mien be regulated 
by a very inaccurate cycle. 


"Phils: n that the feaſt of paſſover was to be kept on the 
14 of Niſan, when the moon's orb would be near to being full 5 


5 5 (Aνν. T8 Ie Ye N 7Ao1p&s) but this admits of i its 
being a little before, though oi not a little alter, the full. 
moon. Manns D Herlalion, P- 19 5 


Na ay 1t may, 1 think, be inferred from this writer's expreſſing 


himſelf in this manner, that the antient Jewiſh rule for fixing 


the time of paſſover was not what it is now generally ſuppoſed 


to have been, v3z. that it was always on the very day of the full 
moon. Had this been their invariable rule, he could never have 
5 faid that it fell on a day when the moon was only near to being 


full. It is evident from this that the Jews made uſe of a me- 


thod which admitted ol ſome latitude 1 in this relpect, and how 
much we cannot tell. 


It is even certain, from the facts that may be collected from 


the controverſy concerning the time of keeping Eaſter in the 
chriſtian Church, that the Jews did not obſerve the equinox, 
that even the Latins, for ſeveral centuries, celebrated Eaſter in 


fuch a manner that the full moon which regulated it was ſome- 


times before the equinox, that the preſent rule of fixing it, fo 
that it is always after the equinox, was only contrived by 
Dionyſius Alexandrinus in the third century, after the example 


of ſome Jews only; and chat the Jews in general were not 


exact in obſerving the equinox till the fourth century. For 
the proof of theſe particulars I refer to the dilſertation of the 


learned Mr. Walch above mentioned in the Now Commentari 72 
Soctelalis Gollungenſe 55 p. =_ 


Some 
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e OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


Some have contended that the Jews determined the be- 
ginning of every month by the actual obſervation of the new 
moon. But this is an opinion that I think has been ſuthet- 
ently confuted . ä See his D! e p. 192. 


The oldeſt writer who has given us any account of the Tewiſh 


method of fixing the time of paſſover is Epiphanius, and Mr. 
Le Clere informs us that, according to a cycle compoſed from 


this writer, partly by Kepler, and partly by Petavius, the paſl- 


over of the year 29 fell on the 25th of March, which, Mr. 
| LeClerc ſays, was a Thurſday. But Mr. Ferguſon! $ ables make : 
1t to have been a Friday. Otherwiſe, this computation would, 
in my opinion, correſpond to the account of che Evangeliſts. 
Whereas Mr. Mann and moſt others, who aſlign different dates 
to this event, and obſerve the preſent methods of fixing the 
time of Eaſter, all ſuppoſe the paſſover of che year ot crucifixion 
to have been on a Friday, 


1 find, that he Fall moon of hs year 20 B. C. aL ts 
18th of March, ſo that according to the opinion adopted by 
Mr. Le Clerc, the paſſover muſt have been almoſt a whole week 


alter the full moon; and though it is impolſlible to fay that the 


old Jewiſh cycle was more exact chan this, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged not to be very probable. And yet the evidence of Ter- 
tullian, and thoſe primitive chriſtians above mentioned, who kept 


their Eaſter on the 25th of March, is in favour of the latter of 
theſe, two weeks, viz. before the 7th of the calends of April, 


1. e. before the 26th of March, and alter the 10th of the 
calends, i. e. 23d of March. And a council aſſembled at Cæſarea 
in Paleſtine upon the queſtion of keeping Eaſter, in 195, ſay 
that the crucifixion was on the 11th of the calends of April or 
the 22d of March. See Mann, p. 205. Now the Friday in that 
week was on the 25th of March. And though we may preſume 
hat, in general, the Jews, as well as other nations, whole year 
was. 
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HARMONY OF TUE EVANGELISTS. „ 


was luni-ſolar, began their months about the time of new 
moon (fo that the ſull moon would fall about the 15th day) it is 
plain from Reland's Jewiſh Anliquities, that the Jews did not ob- 


ſerve this rule with any ſtrictneſs; for then their months would al- 


ways have been alternately of 29 and 30 days. Whereas, accord- 
ing to his account of their calendar, p. 244, they had ſometimes 
8 months ol 30 days, with 4 of 29; and ſometimes 8 of 29 days, 


with 4 of 90; or with any intermediate proportion. Now this 


18 inconſiſtent with their beginning every month with a new 
moon, and how far they might oper from that rule, one 


way e or the other, we cannot tell. 


II. rejeting the pale deduced from Epiphanius, we keep to 
the preſent rule, which never admits of the paſſover to have 
fallen a ſingle day before the equinox, we muſl carry the paſl- | 
over of this year to the 17th of April, which is . con- 
trary to all che evidence of Tertullian and of the council, 


It i 18 remarkable e however, PO it 18 only taking the 


week before this, in the ſame month, and the day of full moon 


titſelf falls on a Friday. For the 18th of March was on that day - 
ol the week, and only two days before the equinox. And who 
can ſay that the Jewiſh cycle might not admit of the paſſover 


being fixed ſo near the equinox as two days before it, as well 


as ſome time after it; eſpecially conlidering that the Jews of 
thoſe times did not ee the equinox ; no purpoſe of theirs 
requiring ſuch exactneſs? For thoſe, therefore, who will have 
the paſlover of the week of crucifixion to have fallen on a Friday, 
1 ſhould think this year to be ſufficiently for their purpoſe. 
They who, with myſelf, prefer the Thurſday, may take the ſame 


week, ſuppoſing that the 14th day of the month might fall one 


day before the full moon; which, according to Reland's 


account of the Jewiſh calendar, was very pollible; and if the Jews 


had ny 2 855 tothe benefit of W hey a a a day 
Gn beſore 


— — — 25 —— — p — — —— 
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10 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
before the full moon, viz. the Thurſday in that week, rather 
than five days after. Inclining to this hypotheſis, on account of 
the full moon falling nearer to the middle of the month, I drew 
out the Jewiſh and Roman calendars for the time of CANS. 


miniſtry according to it, which was eahly done by allowing 


ſeven of the Tewilh months in that year to have been defedive, 
or to have conſiſted of no more than 29 days; and according to 


Reland. they had ſometimes 9 ſuch months 1 in 1 the » ear. 


"Ac cordingly, in ks . which [ have aiinexed, 1 have 


made the 14th of Niſan in the year 29 to correſpond to the 


17th of March.. But the 14th of Niſan may be made to coincide 


wth the 18th of March (to ſuit the opinion of thoſe who ſup- 5 
poſe the pallover in the week of crucifixion to have been on a 
* riday) wy only making « one leſs defettive month 1 in the year, 


Several perſons ho have e ende to fix the time of the 


death of Chriſt, have availed themſelves of what the Jews obſerved 
to our Saviour at the time that he was purging the temple, viz. 
that 2 had been 46 years in building or, as it may be rendered, 
that it had been built (wx93u4%) 46 years, John ii. 20. The com- 
putations relating to this queſtion have been made ſo variouſly, 
and the facts referred to have ſo much uncertainty attending 
them, that I own it affords no ſufficient argument for any parti- 
cular date of the tranſaction. I ſhall ſubjoin, however, what 


Mr. Whiſton ſays upon the ſubject, and it will be allowed to 


have ſomewhat more weight, as this writer aſſigns a much later 
date for the death of Chriſt than I do, ſuppoſing the AP 
to have been cleanſed at a preceding paſſover. 


66 Joſephus 1 us that the 805, Or temple, was begun in 
« the eighteenth year of the reign of Herod (which in ſuch caſes 
he always reckons from the death of Antigonus) and that it 
* continued for a year and fix months, and then was finiſhed. 
No from theſe circumſtances we may certainly find the year 


66 we 


” F, > 3 * L PORE Foie 1 EG * n n * 4 + , 7 2 . n wr „ eee D 
VCC K 8 : FTC eee 2 . . x I OO RS A at i EA} F TTC & Rs = SE a ING 1 
_ e Neg EA rig wor Fg * 8 e PEI: S RS SEISSTLY ne of. hh 3 3 7 \ Won . N . e e 5 5 * 4 
RNS SEFALE BESS; F c * r v * 4 my 5 a 0 * a 5 ” * 
£ RAP AN 4 R . 1 o 1977 
0 LIE OWE HKS ; 


83 


HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 1; 


** we Inquire for. Antigonus was ſlain about Jaly, A: F. J. 


4677; and ſo Herod's eighteenth year muſt begin about July, 
« 4694, and continue till July, 4693. Let us ſuppoſe the tem. 
66 ple begun about the feaſt of tabernactes | in this eighteenth 1 veur 


“ Tiſri, 4694. Add a year and ſix months, the ſpace in which 


60 it was building, and it will appear to have been finiſhed: at the 
5 * paſſoy er Nilan, 4696. From this paſſover let us count 49 


*« years, and this will bring us to the paſſover we inquire for. 


5 Niſan 4742, which is A. D. 0g” Whilton's e 144: 


'Y Live carefully nbd all Dr. Whitby's objections . 


; his computation of Mr. Whilton (Paraphraſe, vol. 1. p. 497) 
and think them to be of no weight, eſpecially that on which he 
| lays the greateſt ſtreſs, vg. that the outer buildings were erected 
before the proper temple (auc) which was built by the prieſts. 
I infer from the paſſage that he himſelf quotes from Joſephus, 
that though Herod was eight years in completing the buil: dings = 
which he ſuperintended, the prieſts, who began at the ſame time, 


finiſhed their part in one year and fix months. I am till more 
ſurpriſed that ſuch a critic as Dr. Whitby ſhould ſay, as a rea- 


ſon why Herod muſt be ſuppoſed to have finiſhed his undertak- 
ing firſt, that “the Jews would not ſuffer themſelves to be 
* deprived of the benefit of their ſacrifices for nine years and 

an half, as they mult have done, if the temple of the prieſts 
had not been ſtanding, and had not been dedicated till that 


tirne“; when it is evident from Ezra iii. 3. that the Jews 
erccied their altar, and ſacrificed according to the Jaw, imme 


diate ly upon their return from the captivity, in the reign of Cy- 
rus; though the temple was not built till the reign of Darius. 


Undoubtedly, therefore, there was no interruption of facri- 


as es on account of this building of the temple by Herod. 
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10 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


S E CT 10 N III. 
of Daniels s Prophecy of Seventy iT hs, 


LMOST al perſons, I believe, who hive attempicd to af. 
certain the time of the birth, or of the death of Chriſt, have 


chou ght it neceſſary to make their hypotheſes ſuit with the famous 

prophecy of Daniel concerning the /eventy weeks, and I ſhall 

not be ſingular i in ſuppoſing that their determination in favour 

bol this or that time might be more or lels bailed by their inter- 
f Feen of that prophecy: 


For my own part, Ican only ſay that plays conf dered that 


| prophecy as very obſcure, on account of the uncertainty both 
ol the true reading, and of the interpretation; and more eſpe- 
cially after I had read the diſſertation of the celebrated Mr. 
Michaelis upon it; according to which it can be of no uſe at all 
for determining the dates above mentioned. I had, therefore, fixed 


upon the dates I have ſuppoſed for the birth and death of Chriſt 


upon / ſtorrcal conſiderations only, without the leaſt regard to 
this prophecy ; and in this publication I had no deſign to make 


any uſe of it at all, till I met with Mr. Blayney's Diſſertation 


upon that ſubject. This I peruſed with great ſatisfaction. For, 
though I {till think there are ſeveral paſſages in the prophecy _ 


which will admit of farther illuſtration, and I cannot approve of 
his verſion in all reſpects, this excellent critic appears to me to 
have thrown great light upon it. He, therefore, drew my atten- 
tion more particularly to the ſubject, after J had not only com- 
pletely ſettled my plan of the Harmony, but even compoſed 
the whole of the preceding ſection. 


In 
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HARMONY OP THE EVANGELISTS. 13 


In this ſtate of mind, it was certainly natural to endeavour to 


find ſuch an interpretation of the prophecy as would agree with 


thoſe dates, which hiſtorical conſiderations had induced me to 


fix upon. As I frankly acknowledge theſe views, and that 
Iſhould never have thought of the following interpretation of 
this famous prophecy, unlels I had previoully fixed the dates 

which I ſuppoſe to be referred to in it, the reader will make 
what allowance he chinks Proper lor this „ 


Mr. Blayney' $ tranſlation of the whole prophecy. IS as s follows, : 


P el] 


« Seventy, vents - years of reſt (or deſolation) have been 


Ko upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to check the 
revolt, and to put an end to fins, and to make atonement 
w for i iniquity, and to bring again the righteouſneſs of antient 
times, and to ſeal (chat is, authenticate) the divine oracle, and 
the prophet, and to anoint 8 is, ſanctify anew) the 
1 moſt holy Rigg. 


* And thou ſhalt Low and underſtand, thas Row the going 


forth of a decree to rebuild Jeruſalem unto the Meſſiah the 


95 prince, ſhall be ſeventy and ſeven weeks, and threeſcore and 


* two years; it ſhall be rebuilt, ſtill enlarging itſelf, and becom- 
ing more and more conſiderable, even amidſt tunes of diſtreſs. 


„And after che times ſeventy- ſeven and threeſcore and two, 


* Meſliah {hall cut off from belonging to him both the city 


and the ſanctuary ; the prince that ſhall come ſhall deſtroy 


55 the people; and the cutting off thereof ſhall be with a flood: 


** (that is a hoſtile invaſion) and unto the end of a war, carried p 


« on with rapianty' ſhall be deſolations. 


4 . e ee 


3 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


But he ſhall confirm a covenant (or make a ſirm covenant) 


* with many for one week; and in the midſt of the week he 


* ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and meat offering to ceaſe; and the 
** abomination of deſolation ſhall be upon the border; (that is, 


** encompaſling and preſſing cloſe upon the city and the temple) 


* and anutter end, even a ſpeedy one, (or, even until an utter 


end, and that a ſpeedy one) ſhall be e upon he deſo- 5 


« lated.” TL 


This tranſlation very much approve in general, but I take. 
the liberty to differ from the excellent author in lome parts of 


it, as well as in his interpretation of it. 


"The capital i of Mr. Blayney' $ interpretation confiſis 
1 his ſuppoſing that the firſt part of the Angel's addreſs to Daniel 
ee to the ſeventy years captivity, and that they are not 
: part of the prophecy, as all other interpreters have 
6 But for this purpoſe he had no occaſion to make the 
word JD a ſubſtantive, and tranſlate it 7%, for which he has 
by no means, as I think, advanced ſuflicient reaſons. It 
appears to me more natural to tranſlate that word as it is done 
in our verſion, and moſt of the antient ones, vg. determined, or 
marked out. But the /en/e that Mr. Blayney affixes to this clauſe 
is ſufficiently juſtified by a regard to the ſubject of Daniel's 


prayer and anxiety which preceded this remarkable viſion. 


Daniel ſays (Chap. ix. 2.) that in the year in which he had 
this viſion, which was the firſt of Darius the Mede, he had undey- 
flood by books the number of the years whereof the word of the 
Lord came unto Feremah the prophet, that he would accom; pliſh 

ſcventy years in the deſolations of Teruſalem; and after a conſeſſion 


of the fins of his people he intreats v. 16, 17, that God would 
turn away thus fury from the city Jeruſalem, and that he would 


cauſe his face to ſhine upon the Janttuary which was deſolate. 
Whilſt he was yet ſpeaking the angel accoſts him; and refer- 


mng, 


HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 1g 
ring, with the greateſt propriety, to the ſubje of his prayer, 
informs him that the ſeventy years deſolation of Jeruſalem, 
which had been the ſubje& of his thoughts, mult be fulfilled, to 
_ puniſh his people for their fins, to bring them back to the piety 
ob their anceſtors, and to verify the prophecy of Jeremiah ; and 
till chat period, which was abſolutely determined in the decrec 
of God, the ſanftuary mult continue to lie deſolate: but that 


from that period other more favourable events, the lubject Ol the ; 
enſuing ene would take PRICE, 


In his! interpretation Mr. Blayney ſuppoſes the ſeventy years 
ol reſt, or deſolation, to have been palt about the time of the 
viſion, viz. 536 B. C. and from that year, which was the ſame in 
which the Babylonian empire was overthrown by Cyrus, he 

dates the ſeventy-ſeven weeks, or 539 years to the birth of Chriſt : 

for thus he interprets the expreſſion, to Meſſiah the prince. He 
places this event four years before the chriſtian era, and from 
this he dates the 62 years, to terminate at the commencement 
of the Jewiſh war in 66, or the ſecond coming of Chriſt, to the 
deſtrudtion of Jeruſalem. And in the middle of the laſt week 
of this period, or between the years 66 and 73, the daily 
ſacrifice cealed in the temple, a little before the final deſtruction 
of it. 


To prepare the way ſor my interpretation, 1 would beg leave 
to divide the ſentence in the ſecond paragraph of Mr. Blayney's 
tranſlation in a manner different from his; but I flatter mylelf 
that, independent of any particular interpretation, it will be 
thought more natural, eſpecially as it gives a date to an event 
mentioned immediately afterwards, which, according to Mr. 
Blayney, has no date at all. Inſtead therefore of reading as he 
does, that © from the decree to rebuild Jeruſalem unto the 
Meſſiah che prince {hall be ſeventy and ſeven weeks and three- 
** ſcore and two years, ' I would connect this Etter term of 


1 | 
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years with the following ſentence ; reading thus, and in three-. 


core and two years 1 hall be rebuilt, Sc. As to the inſertion 


of the particle in before a noun of number, I think it requires no 


apology, as in all wagen particles ol that e are fre- 
quently underſtood. 


Farther, it appears to me that the mere bor th of Chriſt, ety. 
produced no change in the ſace of the world, was not of nel? 


of ſufficient conſequence to be announced, in this prophecy, in 


the manner that Mr. Blay ney (and indeed almoſt every other 
interpreter) ſuppoſes. TI therefore think that the period 
diſlinguiſhed in this very particular manner, wnto the Meſſiah 
the Prince, refers to our Lord's entering upon his office of 
public inſtruttor, the time in which his * comma 772 zon, and 


prancely power, his appearing zu the form of God, and eſpecially 


his being declared to be the ſon of God with power by the reſurrec- ; 
tron from the dead actually took place. This was a period 
reſpecting the Meſſiah which was certainly diſtinguiſhed in the 


annals of providence in the moſt illuſtrious manner; being, 


Without all diſpute, the moſt important period from the begin- 


ning of the world to the final conſummation of all 9 5 


Nor ps os moſt vieharkable year 20. there were exactly 
77 weeks of years, or 539 years, to the year 510 B.C. in which, 
and not before, by the order of Darius Hyſtaſpes, the decree 
of Cyrus, empowering the Jews to return to their country 
and rebuild the temple, was actually executed. This therefore 


appears to me to be a more important æra in the Jewiſh hiſtory 


than that of the decree of Cyrus. Under Cyrus there was a 
mere order, but under Darius the ſame order renewed, attend- 
ed with ſufficient power to oat it into execution. 


Beſides, it is to be ber ved, chat the prophecy leaves us at 
liberty to fix upon any decree, that was made for this purpoſe, 


and 
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and therefore Mr. Blayney, with great propriety, renders it, 
and fr om a decree. 


That the term of the 70 years captivity Was expired at tlie 
time of the viſion, as Mr. Blayney's tranſlation implies, cannot 


be ſtrictly true; for the Jews were then at Babylon, and there 
vas not even a decree in their favour till the reign of Cyrus, which 


ſucceeded that of Darius the Mede, in the very firſt year of 


which was this viſion. There i Is, therefore, on this account, a 


peculiar propriety in the old tranſlation of the word INN are 
determined or decreed, and therefore muſt have their accom- 


pliſhment. 


I alſo los. no neceſſity to ſuppoſe that the words reſtore and 


_ rebuild, ſhould be underſtood literally, of the rebuilding the 
walls of the town, but figuratively, as they are frequently 
applied, meaning the reſtoration of the civil polity of the Jewiſh 
nation. Beſides, the words may be applied to the actual build- 

ing of che temple at Jeruſalem, which was accompliſhed under 
Darius Hyſlaſpes only; and this was an event of much more 
importance than the walls of the city: and from this building of 


the temple, che hover, which was the moſt important of all 


the Jewiſh feaſts, and the rule for all the reſt, began to be cele- 
brated, after the interruption occaſioned by the Babyloniſh 


captivity. See Ezra V1. 9. 


11 may alſo be ſaid that, in computing che proper time ol the 
return of the Jews from the Babyloniſh captivity, ſome account 
ought to be taken of the ſecond return under Ezra, in the 


ſeventh year of Artaxerxes, that is in 458, or rather 448 
B. C. and if fo, the mean date of the return will fall ſome— 
here between the return under Cyrus and that under Artax- 
erxes, and therefore may conveniently enough be fixed for the 


gs: „ 


re! gn of Darius. 


13 OBSERVATIONS ON THE, 


It is worthy of particular conſideration, that, according to 
the tenor of this famous prophecy, the commencement of the 
period of ſeventy-ſeven weeks coincides with the expiration of 
the leſſer period of ſeventy years of deſolation; and if 


theſe commence, as any perſon would naturally! imagine, at the 


deſtruction of Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar, when only an end 


was put to che civil and eccleſiaſtical polity of the Jews, the 


termination falls precilely on the date of the edict of Darius, the 


former happening in the year 550 B. C. and the latter in che 
year 510. 


To date the commencement of the ſeventy years captivity 
from the reign of Jehoiakim, when it took place only very par- 
tially, and when the temple was landing, all the forms of the 

Jewilh religion kept up, and Jewiſh kings reigning in Jeruſalem 
| ſeveral years after, appears to me to have been adopted too 
| haſtily by moſt, if not all commentators who have written on 

the ſubject, from not attending to any other date for the expi- 


ration of theſe ſeventy years than the mere decree of Cyrus. 


4 date che ſeventy years captivity from the commencement 
of the ſiege of Jeruſalem, when the calamities of the Jewiſh 


| nation began, and not from the actual deſtruction of it, which 
was two years afterwards ; but this appears to me ſufficiently 


near the truth, and as the prophecy is delivered in whole num- 
bers, it cannot but be deemed quite ſufficient that the com- 


pletion terminate at the neareſt whole number. Indeed no 


commentators think themſelves abſolutely bound to n 


cxactneſs, 


Beſides the building of the temple was not aQually com- 


pleted, and the ediſice dedicated, till the ſeventh 


Darius, or 305 B. C.; fo that taking the middle between theſe 
two terms, from 510, when the building v was commenced, to 505, 


(v2z.) 
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(v2z.) 507* B. C. for the building of the temple, we may date 


the 70 years captivity from the actual demolition of the temple, 
and the final deſtruction ol Jeruſalem. 


That the ſeventy years captivity, as it is generally called, 
or more properly, the ſeventy years acfobatnon of feruſalem, 


and more eſpccially of the temple, did not expire till the reign | 
of Darius e may, I think, with certainty be inferred 255 
from Zachariah i. 12. This prophet had a viſion (an account 


of which is given in this is capes in the ſecond year of Darius, 


the very year in w hich his decree to rebuild the . e at Jeru- 
ſalem was made; and in this viſion an angel of the Lord is 
repreſented as ſaving, Lord of hoſts, how long wilt thou not 
have mercy on Jeruſalem, and on the cities of Jud, h, again 
what Cao haſt had indignation theſe threeſtore and ten years? 
I cannot help thinking this to be deciſive in favour of the 
: leventy years captivity, or deſolation, having terminated in the 
reign of Darius Hyltaſpes, and conſequently of their having 
commenced at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by N ebuchadnezzar: 
and therefore that it is from the decree of Darius that we arc 


to > date whatever is foretold i in this famous prophecy of Daniel, 


In the preceding computation 1 ſuppoſe an error of ten 


years in the time alloted by all chronologers to the reign of 
Xerxes. But this I think has been ſufficiently proved by Mr. 
Lauchlan Taylor, in his Efay on tho Revelation, viz. that in 
reality, he did not reign more than eleven years, though the 
canon of Ptolemy gives him twenty one. 'Fhis appears to me 
to be a diſcovery of ſo much conſequence 1n chronology, and 
eſpecially for the interpretation of prophecy, that I ſhall 
ſubjoin all that he has ſaid upon this ſubjett ina diſtin ſection ; 
and I am the more induced to do this, as I believe Mr. Taylor's 
book 1s not much known in England. 
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I alſo think there is a pretty plauſible ground for dating the 
62 years, aſter which the city ſhould be rebuilt, from the decree 


of Darius in 510B. C. when I ſind, in Prideaux's tables, that from 


this time to the actual rebuilding of the city under Nehemiah 


in 445 B. C. there is 65 years (allowing for the error above 
mentioned in the intervening reign of Xerxes), and aſſuming 
the middle date for the rebuilding of the temple above men- 
tioned, this period will be exattly 02 years ; the difference at 


5 leaſt not Og half a year. 


Inſtead of ſuppoſing, with Mr. Bleyvey, and moſt others, 


: that the time when the Meſſiah ſhould cut off the city and | 


ſandtuary 3 is to be dated from the commencement of the Jewiſh 


war, in the year 66, I ſuppole the completion of it to be intended 


in the prophecy, or the year 73; and it is remarkable enough 
that from the time of this viſion, in the firſt year of the reign of 


Darius the Mede (which immediately ſucceeded the taking of 


Babylon by the Medes and Perſians) and which correſponds 


to the year 538, or with the correction above mentioned 328 
B. C. to this date, were exactly 77 weeks of years, and 62 ſingle 
years, or 601 years. And it is obſervable that in this part 
of the prophecy theſe periods of years, which are repeated 
from the preceding part of the prophecy, are not ſaid to 
commence from the æra of the decree to rebuild Jeruſalem. 


I is only ſaid that after the times 77 and 62 Meſſiah ſhall cut off, 
Sc. Theſe two periods, and not a different one, comprehend- 


ing them both, was probably made ule of for the eaſier recol- 
lection of them on account of the ſame numbers having been 
uſed juſt before, 8 though commencing from a different date. 


The laſt RR I make to Js the very 4 with Mr. Blay- 


| ney, ſuppoſing the termination of it to be in the year 73, and 
that in the middle of this week the Meſſiah did actually 


eauſe | 
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: TT the ſacrifice and meat offering to ceaſe, by the deftruc- 
tion of che temple at Jeruſalem. 


For greater diſtinctneſs, I ſhall 00 a ſhort paraphraſe | 
| of this prophecy, with my interpretation intermixed with it. 


Ven i fav, ſeventy years of e commeneing at 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and of thetempleby Nebuchadnezzar, 
and ending at the rebuilding of the temple under Darius, are 

decreed upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to check 
the revolt, to bring again the righteouſneſs of antient times, 
and to fulfil the prophecy of Jeremiah. Till this period be 
| expired, the ſanctuary mult continue to he deſolate. 


8 Ad thou ſhalt know and Gedern, that from the: going 
0 forth of this decree of Darius to reſtore Jeruſalem, unto the 
time that the Meſſiah ſhall appear in his princely power, with 
his commiſſion from God, to preach the glad tidings of the 
- goſpel, ſhall be 77 weeks of years, or 539 years; but that after 
5 threeſcore and two years from the ſame decree, the city itſelf 
{hall be actually rebuilt, with its walls and gates; and it ſhall 


enlarge itſelf, and become more and more conſiderable even 


amidſt times of diltrels. 


Allo, alter the W periods of years which babe been juſt 
mentioned, 022. 77 weeks of years, and 62 ſingle years, in all 


601 years A e from the preſent time, Meſſiah, who on 
his firſt appearance will be rejected by the Jews, ſhall reject 
them from being his people, and ſhall 5 completely cut off 
both the city and the ſanctuary. And the Romans whom he 

| ſhall employ to execute his juſt vengeance, ſhall deſtroy the 
people, and this deſtruction ſhall be moſt rapid and complete. 


F me" LADY - 4 2 - = 
—— — — 0 n * — -- 2 . ——— . »—D— — — 
87 r - — - 9 5 . en a oo ee A ——— - — - 
NE Ln caatt op? r ——— Goo eg + « — — — — — — 2 8 DE —— 
rr proT7g \ y e 2 — n . 1 — r 3 0 A 
n a " A eee a 3 5 ” FE Id wo ER ⅛ en oo ; , 
” 2 D J c N * Tap 4 

5 2 deer — —— - D 

all fe; an 3 . bh, TRE _ = 3 
= — b . 8 

. —— 8 


. 
ue" — _ x 
— ũ——ÿ— — — s — 
— 2 —— 2 _ 


— 
uy ok. —— 


1 
Sy * ** 


22 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


In the laſt week of this whole term, or the laſt ſeven years, pre- 
ceding the year 73, the Meſſiah ſhall confirm a covenant with 
many; numbers adhering to his cauſe, and being reſcued by 


him from impending deſtruction. And in the midſt of this 


dreadful week, that is, in the year 70, he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice 


and meat offering to ceaſe, in the utter deſtruction of the temple 


and the city; the abomination of deſolation ſhall be in the 
temple itſelf, and an utter and ſpeedy end will be put to 
the whole of the Jewiſh conſtitution. See M ichaelts on this 
part of the . e „ 


New as this. interpretation 18, i almoſt. all its parts, * 
; hope that, in a ſpeculation of ſo much difficulty, the reader will 
not reject it on that account. Since the conjectures of learned 
men relating to this remarkable prophecy have been ſo very 
different, there 1 is, certainly, leſs reaſon for attaching ourſelves to 


any one of them, and more reaſon for giving due attention to 
others. 


The reader will pleaſe to take notice that; in the preceding 
computations, I have made uſe of Prideaux's chronological 


tables, ſubjoined to his Connexion, than which nothing can be 
more unexceptionable. 


F ar yet greater diſtinctneſs, I ſhall ſubjoin a chronological 
table of all the dates referred to in the preceding interpretation 


(corrected by deducting ten years from the reign of Xerxes) and 
a view of all the periods, 
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; The building of the temple. reſumed by « order of 
| Darius Hyſtaſpes 


The middle term between the commencement and 
kiniſning of it . 4 


Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jeruſalem by or- 
der of Artanerzes „ 
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The year of Civil death 


The commencement of the Jeviſh war 


sr 109 10 s οα˖ 7g pur s 21 . 


The Aeneon of the temple 3 in the middle of the 
war between 66 and 73 he 2 
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The termination of the war 
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SECTION IV. 


: Mr. Lauchlan Taylor $ Obſervations concerning the Length 
of the Reign of Xerxes, from his Eſſay on ſome Paſ- 
8 in the Revelation, Sc. P. 19H Sc. 


cc "HERE are confiderable Gimerenden among chronologers 

: concerning the length of the reign of Xerxes. Diodo- 
| rus, and the chronologers who have followed him, affirming. 
that Xerxes reigned twenty years before the reign of his ſon 


Artaxerxes commenced ; whereas Petavius hath offered a 


4 \\ d 
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" 
* 
\\ 
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proof, from the hiſtories of Herodotus and Thucydides, 
that Artaxerxes began his reign in the twelfth year of the 
| reign of his father Xerxes, he having been (as he ſuppoſes) 
then admitted by him into an equal ſhare of the government 
with himſelf. The authorities upon which Petavius grounds 
his opinion are, beyond all queſtion, ſuperior to that of Diodo- 
rus in point of antiquity; as both the above- mentioned hiſto- 
rians wrote not long after the period in queſtion. Let us 
therefore examine their writings with the utmoſt accura- 


cy, that we may ſee what light theſe ancient t authors throw 
upon the ſubject. 


BY: « Herodotus, who was born in the reign of Xerxes, relates, 
1 C. 20. that, in the beginning of the fifth year of his 
reign, Xerxes entered upon his Grecian expedition, by 
marching his numerous armies towards Sardis, and that he 
took up his winter quarters there. Conſequently, his paſſage 
over the Helleſpont, which happened the ſpring lollowing, 
and che defeat of his navy at Salamis by Themiſtocles, in 


October 
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October following, muſt have been in the ſixth year of his reign: 
and the defeat of his army under the command of Mardonius, 
by che Lacedemonians and Athenians at the battle of Platca, 
(which, according to all hiſtorians, happened in the September | ſol- 

lowing) muſt have been in the ſeventh year of his reign. The 
year following, 72, the eight of Xerxes, Thucy dides tells us 
L. 1. S. 94, that the Gre cian fleet under the command of 
Pauſanias the Lacedemonian, invaded Cyprus, and overthrew 
many cities; that aſter this expedition, Pauſanias beſicgecd 
and took Byzantium, (which muſt have happened the year alter 
the expedition againſt Cyprus, and in the ninth year of Xerxes); | 
that, immediately after this ſuccels, he entered upon a trealon- e 
able correſpondence with Xerxes; and having for ſome time be- 
haved very haughtily, the conſederates accuſed him of affecting 
a princely dominion: that upon this he was recalled by the : 
Spartans ; and, though he was abſolved from the crime of trea- 
fon, yet, that the Spartans would not reſtore him to his former 
command, but allowed it to be given by the confederates to the 
Athenian generals. This muſt have happened in the tenth 
year of Xerxes. He then relates, that although Pauſanias was 
not intruſted with any public command; yet, that he might be 
in a condition to effect his treaſonable deſigns, he ſet out in an 
armed ſhip for Byzantium ; but, being driven from thence by 
the Athemans, he fixed his reſidence about Troy: that the 
| Spartans receiving intelligence of his treaſonable machinations 
there, ſent one of their officers to bring him home; and 
that, ſome time aſter his return, his treachery being ſully proved, 
he was ſtarved death. This (it is highly probable) happened 
in the eleventh year of Xerxes's reign, Immediately after 
the diſcovery of the treaſonable practiſes of Pauſanias and his 
death, the Spartans (as Thucydides relates) accuſed Themil- 
tocles of heing one of his allociates, and offered a proof thereof; 
and that Themiſtocles, not chuſing to ſtand a trial, fled, firit to 
Corcyra, afterwards to the king of*the Moloſh, £9] la{t of all 
= to Epheſus, where, he tells us, Themiſtocles wrote a petition. 
= | 35 0 10 
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to the king of Perſia (whom Thucydides exprelsly calls Artax- 


erxes) and who, as he ſays, began his reign a very little before 


that time; and conſequently the above accuſation againſt 


og hemiltocles, and the greatelt part of the time which he ſpent 


in his flight, appears to have happened in the eleventh and 
laſt year of Xerxes's reign, and the hilt year of the reign of 


os Artaxerxcs.“ 


1 Petavius was of opinion, that, alter this period, Xerxes 5 
reigned for ſeveral years jointly with his ſon Artaxerxes. But, 
though it muſt be allowed that ſometimes the Babylonian and 


Perſian kings did admit their ſons into an equal ſhare of the 


government with themſelves, yet this ſeems only to have been 
the caſe, when the father had been the firſt king of his family, 
or when, through the infirmities of old age, they found them 
ſelves incapable to conduct the affairs of government without 


a partner. Thus Nabopolaſſar, in his old age, admitted his 


fon Nebuchadnezzar to the throne before his death; and alſo 


Darius, in the decline of life, admitted his ſon Xerxes to the 
fame honour, that the ſucceſſion in their poſterity might 
continue without oppoſition, efpecially as the fathers themſelves 


had been the firſt kings of their families. But, ſince the ſuc- 


ceſſion had been eſtabliſhed in the perſon of Xerxes, there 
appears to have been no reaſon for ſuſpecting that it would be 


_ queſtioned with reſpect to his fon Artaxerxes ; and it is evident 


that Xerxes was not old in the eleventh year of his reign, 
as he was born after his father aſcended the throne. The 


learned Petavius (as I formerly obler ved) is of opinion that 
the flight of Themiſtocles happened in the twelfth year of 


Xerxes's reign; and that he might reconcile the hiſtory of 
Thucydides with the annals of Diodorus (who makes Xerxcs 
to have reigned only one year with his father, and twenty with- 
out a W he ſuppoſes chat Artaxerxes had been raiſed to 

the throne by has father ſeveral years before hiö lather's death.” 
—— 
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—. 


It is indeed univerſally agreed that Xerxes was advanced 
bs his father Darius to an equal ſhare of the government with 
himſelf; but the time when this happened 1 is not certain; and 
this is not much to be wondered at, ſince it is generally acknow- 

ledged, that the firſt. Grecian killories were Written in the 
- reign of Darius, and conſequently, theſe being compoſed in 


an age only emerging lrom 1gnorance and Fable mult have 


been very imperfect. It 1s rather more probable, as Darius 


was much advanced 1 in life before his Scythian expedition, that 


prior to his entering upon it, he railed his fon Xerxes 16 the 


throne, that he might maintain the government during his 


abſence, and that, Whatever calamities might befal him in that 
dangerous war, at ſuch a diſtance from his dominions, he might : 


bas the regal power to his deſcendants. His Scythian expe- 
dition was finiſhed lome time before the battle of Marathon, 


which was faught five years before the death of Darius, accord- 
ing to Herodotus ; we may therefore ſuppole, for the above 
reaſons, that Xerxes began to reign nine years before his father 8 


death, and thele added to his twelve years reign without a part- 
ner will make his whole reign to have been twenty one 
years (which ſuppoſing them to have been marked in the pub- 
lic regiſters of the empire) might have occaſioned the miſtake 


of Diodorus. But, whatever there may be in this, yet, as 
 Diodorus lived four hundred years alter Thucydides, we 


ought, in all realon, ro prefer the authority of the laſt-menti- 


ane writer, Who, as Cornelius Nepos oblerves, lived the 
neareſt to Themiltocles of all thoſe who have wrote the huſtory 


of theſe times, and was allo of the ſame city. And it is very 
obſervable he not only declares that, alter Themiſtocles fled to 


Epheſus, he ſent a petition to Artaxerxes; but, in that peti- | 


tion he claimed the merit of lignal ſervices which he had done 


to Xerxes after his defeat at Salamis, without making any 


appeal to Xerxes himſelf, which he certainly would have done 


if Xerxes had been alive, and poſſeſſed of an equal ſhare of the 
government. with his ſon. I know, that the annals of the 


| E 2 | | Athenian 


= + — _ 1 


r 


5 7 ** 2 * n — 
— 2 _— A - DS 
2 23 — N — — ” : 8 * pe WT 
— — * r 7 PRES. n FER: 100 ID — — Lr EST 4 — — — —— — NN f = 
Sw — Ca - - D acai ts IS her no, * 1 * 3 Cn 1 9 1 ra ns th 
$ => 27 nay 2 * - = al 32 8 — — — 2 5 e = 95 
1 . 2 18 


r 
8 


1 
— 


2 


[WH 
1 
} 
9 


** 
I 
0 
" 
* 5 
Waal ; 
* 
* 
In 
Wl 
4a 


7 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


Athenian Archons, in the Oxford marbles, and thoſe of others, 
make a much longer time from the defeat of Xerxes to the 
{light of J hemiſtocles; but, as they have been found incorrect 


in ſeveral inſtances, even by their greateſt admirers, ſo none 
of theſe authors can be ranked with T hucy dides either in reſpect 


of accuracy Or ee 


, That Xerxes iched vols cleven years, and that the flight | 
of Themiſtocles happened, moſlly, in the firſt year of Artax- 


erxes, will alſo be confirmed by the followin ing obſerv; ations. „ 


«© 1}, As it is clearfrom the above, that the battle of Platea 
was fought in the ſeventh year of Xerxes, ſo Thucydides re- 
lates, that, after this defeat of the Medes at Platea, and after- 
wards in a ſea-ſight at Mycale, the Athenians (whoſe city had 
been deſtroyed before the battle, and who had betaken them 


ſelves to their ſhips) proceeded to the ſiege of Seſtos; and, 


having taken that city, they paſſed the winter there, and that 
next ſummer they leſt the Helleſpont, and, having brought 
with them their houſchold furniture and goods, which they 
had conveyed to the neighbouring iſlands, when they were 


obliged to leave the city, they began a- new to rebuild their 


houſes; and by the inſtigation, and under the conduct of 


Themiſtocles, in oppoſition to the remonſtrances of the Spar- 


tans, to rebuild the walls of Athens, and to enlarge and 
fortify their naval harbour at the Pyracum ; which (although 
Thucydides ſays they were not long in iniſning them) muſt 
have taken up probably more than two years. This brings us to 
the tenth year of Xerxes's reign, when we obſerved formerly, 

Pauſanias was deprived of the command of the allied fleet, and 
it was given to che Athenians.“ 


* 2aly, Thucydides relates, that the command of. the 
fleet being given by the confederates to che Athenians, in order 


that 
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that they might proſecute the war more ſucceſsfully againſt the 


_ Perſians, they enacted, with the conſent of their allies, that a 
| tax ſhould be paid by them; and Plutarch affirms, that The- 
miſtocles was employed to levy theſe taxes, and that he uſe 5 | 
force and great ſeverity in executing that office, This, it 


would. appear, + in che tenth year ol the reign of 
Kerxes.“ 


mn © qdly, Plutarch farther Gere, Hat: the great power 
which Themiſtocles had acquired, and the great ſeverity which 


he had uſed, provoked the Jealouty of his countrymen, and the 
ill-will of their allies to ſuch a degree, that he was baniſhed 
Athens, which muſt have happened a little before Paulanias 
was brought a ſecond time to trial by the Spartans. And, as 
it appears from Thucydides, that this trial of Pauſanias con- 
tinued a long time, we muſt conceive, that it took up the 
, greateſt part, if not the whole, of the eleventh year of the 
reign of Xerxes. Thucydides alſo affirms that, immediately 


aſter the trial and death of Pauſanias, Themiſtocles was accuſed 
Z by the Lacedemonians, and that he faved himſelf [rom their 
: 11 by s a long and dangerous flight.” 


v The latter part of the above computation | 15 confirmed 
by what Thueydides obſerves, L. 1. S. 96, and 98, that 
after the Athenians had received from their confederates pro- 


per ſupplies for the equipment and maintenance of their fleets 

and armies (which happened, according to the above, in the 
tenth year of Xerxes) the only two naval expeditions of any 
_conlequence, in which they were engaged before the {light of 


Themiſtocles, were that againſt the Caryſtians in Eubæa, 


whom, after foveral engagements, they brought to terms, 4 
that againſt Naxos, in which they were employed when Theil 


tocles was making his eſcape to Epheſus. The firſt of theſe 


expeditions muſt have occupied them during the eleventh year 
of Xerxes $ reign; r if we conſider, that, immedi. 
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ately before this expedition, they had been engaged in plunder- 


ing the illand of Scyros, traniporting the mhabitants, and in 
olanting it with a colony of their own people. And Thucy- 


dides relates, that, when 1 hemiltocles, in his voyage to Ephe- 


ſus, came in ſight of the Athenian camp in the land of Naxos, 


he was zreatly terrified, leſt he ſhould have fallen into their 
hands. Now, ſince it is evident, that, at this time, the Athe- 
nians and their confederates had not conquered that ſmall iſland _ 
of Naxos, (which was at no great diſtance from them) we 


mull conceive that it was either in the ſpring, or early in the 


ſummer, that Themiſtocles ſailed by their fleet, and that he ar- 


rived at Ephelus ſome time before the end of the month of Au- 
guſt, or the firſt day of the month Thoth ; and, as T hucydides 


_ affirms, that Themiſtocles, upon his arrival at Epheſus, ſent a 


letter to the king of Perſia; ſo he expreſsly calls this prince Ar- 
laxerxes, who, he ſays, was me ſon of Xerxes, and had newly 


| begun to  rexgn. His words are, wor: gas id ever rei, L. 1 §. 137. 


From all thels things put contin; it is moſt probable, that 


Themiſtocles ſent his letter before the month Thoth ; and con- 


ſequently, that Artaxerxes had begun his reign ſome time be- 


fore that period. Now, as it is well known, chas the Chaldean 
and Egyptian aſtronomers counted the reigns of their kings 


from the month Thoth ; and that when any Prince began his 


"reign, although it had herd only a few days before that Wah 5 


py began, yet thele were accounted by them as the firſt year of his 


reign, and that when the month Thoth was commenced, it was 
reckoned by them as the beginning of the ſecond year of his 


reign ; ſo wehave realontoconclude, from every vicwokthe above- 


mentioned facts, that Xerxes reigned only eleven complete 
years, and that, according to the chronology of the Egyptians 


and Chaldeans, the moſt part of that time which was taken up 
by Themiſtocles in ly ing from place to place, to avoid the per- 


ſecutions of his enemies, 1s not to be referred to the laſt year of 
the reign of Xerxes, but to the firſt year of the reign of tis fon | 


Artaxerxes.“ 


SECTION 
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SECTION V. 


"Additional l n Support. of the Opinion that 
Xerxes reigned on ly eleven Years, and not e 


0 what Mr. Taylor h has advanced | in ſupport of kis opinion 
that Xerxes reigned only eleven years, and againſt Artax- 


. erxes having been allociated in the empire with him during the 
5 — laſt years of his 105 gn : accordin 8 to Petavius, I would add, 


F irll, that i it appears from the hiſtory of Perſia at the death of 


Xerxes, who was aſlaſſinated by Artabanus, that Artaxerxes was 
at that time but a youth ; ſo that if he had been aſſociated with his 
i lather in the empire ten years before his death, he muſt have 
been a mere child ; and yet, according to Thucydides, it was 

to Artaxerxes, and not to Xerxes, that Themiltocles was intro- 
duced, at the very beginning of thole ten years. 


Secondly, Artaxerxes was only the third To of Xerxes, ſo 


that if any of the ſons had been made aſſociate in the empire 

along with the father, there is no reaſon to think that the pre- 

| ference would have been given to him, rather than to one of his 
elder brothers, and eſpecially to Darius, who was the eldeſt. 

But, indeed, no antient hiſtorian makes the leaſt mention of any 
of the ſons of Xerxes having been aſlociated with him in the 
7 


Thirdly, we find nothing ſaid concerning Xerxes, from the 


time of his return from the Grecian expedition to the time of his 
death, Or, if his name be mentioned, 1t 1s only as the king of 


Perſia, 


32 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


Perſia, by later hiſtorians, who took 1 it for granted that he was 


then upon che throne. 


F ourthly, the opinion that Xerxes reigned only eleven years, 


and not twenty-one; and yet that no addition is to be made to 


the reign of Artaxerxes on that account, appears to me to be 


favoured by the computation of the ecliples of the ſun which 


are laid to have HAPPENES 1 in the courle ol his reign. 


| Herodotus ſays (Lib. 7. Cap. an) that in the bopkinikg of 


” the ſpring (pz 7w WA) when Xerxes was ſailing from Sardis, 
where he had wintered on his expedition into Greece, the Jun, 
5 leaving hus place m the heavens, became mui/ible ( (pars ee) when 


there were no clouds, and the ſhy was per -feflly ſerene ; ſo that 


from being day it became might. This event terrified. Xerxes 


very much ; but his fears were allayed by his ſoothſayers, Who 
told him that the ſun repreſented the ſtates of Greece, which 
were going t to be obſcured, whereas Perſia was $ denoted by the 


moon. 


The ſame writer ſays (Lib. 8. Cap. 7) that as ſoon as the 
people of Peloponneſus heard of the death of Leonidas at 


Thermopylæ, a great force, from all their cities, went in haſte, 
under the command of Cleombrotus, to the Iſthmus, which 
they fortiſicd with a wall, as quickly as poſſible, working 
day and night, the Olympia and Carnea being then over*. 
He allo ſays (Lib. 9. Cap. 6) that when the conſultation: was 
held in conlequence of the offers made to the Athenians by 


 Mardonius, the Lacedemonians were celebrating the Hyacyn- 


thia, which was in the month Hecatombœon, in the year follow- 


*The Ohympic games began on the 11th and ended on the I 5th day of e 
the fir month of the 8 year, which began with the firſt new moon after the 
ſunmer ſolſtice ; and the Caruca began on the 13th day of the month Carneus, anſwering 
to Metagitnion, the ſecond month in the Grecian year, and lalted 9 days. 


This, thretore, 
was about the beginning of September. | 
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ing, and that they had nearly completed that wall; for they 


were then W the turrets (nabe i). 


D l that feſtival the Lacedemonians bes Pauſanias; the 


| fon of Cleombrotus, with an army out of the Peloponneſus, 
Cleombrotus having died not long after he had brought away 
thoſe who were building the wall on the Iſthmus; and he had 
brought them away becaule when he was acrificing on account 
of the Perſian war, the fun was darkened (o I Uf] which = 
1 believe is generally ſuppoſed to mean that this luminary was 


then eclipſed. This eclipſe, therefore, if it was one, happened 
| ſometime between the middle of Metagitnion of one year, and 


the Hecatombœon of the year following, or between the begin- : 


ning of September and the end of june. Tt evidently happened 


between the battle of Salamis and that of Platea, the former 
ol which Petavius ſays (Rationariun lemports p. 87) was upon 

the 20th of Boedromion, anſwering to the 23d of our Sep- 

tember *, and the latter on the third Boedromion, in che year 


following g. 


1 have carefully examined all the eclipſes for all the years har 


are uſually aſcribed to the reign of Xerxes, by the help of Mr. 


Ferguſon's tables, the ingenious author himſelf being ſo 


obliging as to give me his aſſiſtance in this work; and I find: 


no total eclipſe of the ſun viſible at Sardis in that whole period ; 


fo that Herodotus's account of the former of the ecliples above 
mentioned muſt be exaggerated. But I do find an ecliple of 


the ſun, of about five digits, viſible at Sardis on the 2oth of 
March in the year 470 B. C. in which year he muſt have leſt : 


*. Sir Iſaac Newton ſays (03/7rwations on Daniel p. 142) that the battle of Salamis was 
in the autumn on the 16th of Munychion; but in this he muſt have been miſtaken, tor 
then it would have been about the beginning of April. The ſame thing is repeated by 


him in his Chronology p. 356, where he ſays the eclipſe that followed was of the incl. 
It ought to have been of the /ur. 5 


F > Gave 


— —— — — — — — - 


44 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

Sardis upon the ſuppoſition of his having reigned only 11 years. 
The greatelt oblcuration was at 11 minutes paſt five in the 
alternoon. Now this being in che ſpring of the year, and about 


the time that ſo great an armament as that of Xerxes may be 


ſuppoſed to have been in motion, appears to me to make it 


very probable that the year 470 B. C. was the "YOu year of the 
expedition. : 5 


EY do not, deed; Gul any eelipe of the fo viſible at 


the Iſthmus within the limits marked out tor the ſecond of the 
celipſes mentioned above; but I think it very poſſible that 
Herodotus, by the expreſſion above mentioned, might not 
intend an eclipſe. He only ſays that the fun Was darkened ; and 
conſidering how 1gnorant and ſuperſtitious the Lacedemonians 
were, above all the other people of Greece, it is very pollible 
that Cleombrotus and his army would be ſuſheiently alarmed, 
af, when they were ſacrificing on ſo very intereſting an occa- 
ſion, thick clouds ſhould have ariſen pretty ſuddenly, and have 


obſcured the ſun. This is the ſum of the evidence from ecliples, 


in favour of the expe edition from Sardis havin 3 been 1 in che year 
470 B. C. 


They who give Xerxes a reign of 21 years fuppoſe that 
this expedition was in 480 B. C.; but there was no eclipſe of 


the ſun viſible at Sardis that year, thongh there was an eclipſe 


of about 6 digits vitible at the Iſthmus on the 2d (ober 2 


the lame vear, which was a little aſter the ume of the battle 


Sala mis, and therefore ſuffic! jently v. LED the limits 


mentioned; and for this reaſon Sir Ilac Mewton has pitched 


upon the year 480 B. C. for that event; ſaying that, by cal- 
culation, this eclipſe ell on it 26 24 of October. Colervaitois 


en D antel P. 142. 


There was a ſmall eclipie of the ſun vißble at Sardis on th: 


20th of April 181 B. C. but this could hardly be laid to be 
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= early in the ſpring in that warm climate, it being in the time of 
= harveſt; and the hypotheſis of this having been the year of that 


1 5 expedition is not helped by the computation of the eclipſe at the 
1 Iſthmus in 480 B. C. becauſe this ecliple would be much too late, 
4 being within a very few days of the time of the battle of Platea; 
Is Whereas that eclipſe, if it was an eclipſe, was evidently over 
2p at the time of the conſultation above mentioned, before the 
7 5 Grecian army had left Peloponneſus. 
5 Thoſe who, with Sir Iſaac Newton, adopt the chronology 
5 ol Ptolemy, as confirmed by the eclipſe; which he repreſents as 
on _ obſerved in certain years of the reign of Cambyſes and Darius, 
9 are not at liberty to avail themſelves of the eclipſe in 481, as 
= fixing the time of Xerxes's expedition. For the whole ſerics 
E of eelipſes fixes that expedition to the ycar 480 B. C. and no 
1 other, and will no more admit of 1 its having been 1 in 481 B. C. 
8 5 than 3 in 470 B. C. 5 
5 The "OY may be ſaid concerning another ecliple of the i ſun, 
a viſible at Sardis on the 17th of Feb. 478 B.C. which Kep- 
We ler thought to be the eclipſe deſcribed by Herodotus, and 0 
8 have happened when he was at Sardis the ſecond time, vez. 
0 on his return from Greece ; and which in Mr. Coſtards OP1- 
= nion fixes the expedition to the year 478; ſaying that at Smyr- 
_ na this eclipſe was of 11: digits. But, computing by Mr. 
=_— Ferguſon's tables ® (which by comparing a computation of the 
V7 | eclipſe of 470 made by thele tables, with another made in the 
i; moſt exact manner r by Mr. Reuben B Barrow, I find to be ſulfici- 
Fe: = Te thoſe who have occaſion to examine antient ech pft s, I would echten the 
8 1 uſe of Mr. Ferguſon's N ev Retna, by the help of which a perſon may ſee, in a very 
b ſitort time, ail the eclipſes of any year whatever, ſo as to forin a pretty good judgment 
3 „hier they will anſwer his purpoſe or not. And in a very feu hours any of them 
1 may de computed and projected with ſufficient exaétaeſs by the tables and precepts in 
5 3 his treatiſe of Aſtronomy, 1 cannot expreis how much ſatistaction J have had in the uſe 
E ci them upon this occalion, | - . | Sh | 
—_— Wk 3 "0 — - -— ently. 
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ently exact for theſe purpoſes) I find that this eclipſe muſt have 


| been a very inconſiderable one, the moon having at that time 


too much northern latitude to occaſion a conſiderable eclipſe 
in any N 


Upon the whole Irhink i it very probable, from 800 evidence, | 
that the expedition of Xerxes was in the year 470 B.C.; when 


there was a real eclipſe of the ſun viſible at Sardis, which 


| Herodotus deſcribes in terms that cannot poſſibly admit of 
any other interpretation, and at the very time of the year 
in which he repreſents 1t to have happened, though the un- 


ity of the eclipſe does not anſwer to his deſcription of it. 
Whercas, with reſpect to the year 480 B. C. it is by no means 


certain that Herodotus' mentions any eclipſe viſible at the 


Iſthmus, in the paſſage in which he has been ſuppoſed to ſpeak 
of one, and there was no eclipſe | in that year at Sardis, where 


he certainly does deſcribe One. 


If my deduftions. from this eclipſe, concurring with Mr. 
Taylor's hiſtorical obſervations, be juſt, we mult take ten years 
from the whole period of time preceding the reign of Xerxes; 


and I do not know ol any hiſtorical or aſtronomical reaſon to 


the contrary. 


Before this eclipſe deſcribed by Herodotus, I find no men- 


tion of any other eclipſe, certainly connected with any hiſto— 
rical event, beſides that which appeared during the battle 


between the Lydians and Medes, on the banks of the 
river Halys, in the reign of Cyaxares. But this was ſo remote 
from that which was ſeen in the reign of Xerxes, and the inter- 


mediate events are {o little known. "has neither of chem can be 


Of the leaſt uſe in 1 fixing tho other. 


Beſides theſe, chere are lix echpſes of the moon mentioned 
by Ptolemy, as having been viſible at Babylon in certain years 
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of the Nabonaſſarian æra; viz. 257, 246, 225 , 127, 28, and 
27. To theſe dates he has alſo connected certain years of che 
Perſian and Babylonian kings, making 257, of the Nabonaſſarian 
#ra correſpond to 31 of Darius Hyſtaſpes, 240 to 20 of the 
ſame prince, &c. And becauſe it is found by computation, : 
that there were eclipſes of the moon viſible at Babylon in thole 
years of the Nabonaſlarian =ra, it is taken for granted by 
Sir Iſaac Newton, Prideaux, and I believe all chronologers - 
without exception, that Ptolemy's catalogue ol kings 1 ls cou 
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firmed by * and therefore cannot be diſputed. 


But it appears to me that this foundation of Ptole my 8 chio- . 
nology is a very weak one; ſince there is no proper Hi,] tl 
evidence, that thoſe ecliples were connected with any events in 
the correſponding years of thoſe reigns. For any thing that ap- 
pears to the contrary, Ptolemy has only annexcd to the table of 
-- echples, originally adjuſted to a table of the Nabonaſlarian wra on- 
ly, the years of the kings, according to his own ideas of their cor- 
reſpondence. This table of eclipſes Montucla ſays (Hiſtoire des 
Mathemaliques, vol. 1. p. 60) Ptolemy, no doubt, had from 
_ Uipparchus, who collected every thing he could of that kind; 


and Hipparchus, being merely an aſtronomer, it is the more 


probable that he was not ſolicitous about the adjuſtment 
of the years of the kings reigns to thoſe of the eclipſes; 
and therefore that the years of the kings were added by 


Ptolemy himſelf. But whenever thele years were added, there 
1s no proof of their having been connected from the begin- 
ning; and without this, their proper cor Fe/Pondence ought not to 


be admitted. 


The opinion of Petavius does not require any deduction from 


the whole period of years before the reign of Xerxes. For 
though he adds ten years to the reign of Artaxerxes, he takes 
N „„ . nothing 
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nothing from the life or the reign of Xerxes, and thou gh 
Archbiſhop Uſher does take from the reign ot N FS 4 


adds Juſt ſo much to that of Artaxerxes. 


8 ECTION VL. 
e ee e 


TT is remarkable that, in collecting the opinions of chriſtian 


critics on the ſubject of this ſeQion, the farther we go back 


into antiquity, the ſhorter we find the duration of Charſt's 


miniſtry was thought to be; and the oldeſt chriſtian fathers 
were almoſt univerſally of opinion, that our Lord preached | 
no longer than one year, or one year and a few months. 


Sir Iſaac Newton ſays, in his 0ifervations on Dame, p. 


- 145) that © the chriſtians who firſt began to inquire into theſe 
55 things, as Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen, Tertullian, Julius 
Africanus, Lactantius, Jerom, Auſtin, Sulpicius Severus, 


* Proſper, and as many as placed the death of Chriſt in the 


* 13th or 16th of Tiberius, make Chriſt to have preack ed but 
* one year, or at moſt but two; and at length Euſebius diſ- 


covered four ſucceſſive paſſovers i in the goſpel of John, and 
by * there- 
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"Mn Wee fet on foot an opinion that he preached three years | 
: 0 and an half, and ſo died in the 19 of Tiberius.“ 


- pas to the beſt accounts we can collect of the har 


ban, of Tatian, but concerning which critics have differed 


very much, he divided the miniſtry of Chriſt into three years, 


but in fact only meant two years and a part of another. But 
Euſebius extended it to a Ld more. : 


The Opinion of Dub is now gently prevalent, though 


there are ſome critics who extend the public miniſtry of Chriſt 
a year or two farther. . 


It i is evident, however, that Euſebius nat a very different 


iden of the diſtribution of the events in the goſpel hiſtory from 
our modern harmoniſts. He ſays (Hiſt. Lib. 13. Cap. 24) It 
js evident that all the acts of our Saviour related by Matthew, 

Mark, or Luke, are thoſe that followed the impriſonment of 
John, and were compriſed within the ſpace of one year; and 
that John enlarged the hiſtory, by taking in the events that 

© preceded the impriſonment of the Baptiſt.” Euſebius, there- 
fore, throws that buſineſs 1nto one year, which the ene 
of Harmoniſts diſtribute into two or three. | 


1 own I cannot help expreſſing my ſurpriſe, that ſo little 
regard ſhould have been paid to the opinion of thoſe who lived 


the neareſt to the times of Chriſt, and therefore had, certainly, 
the beſt opportunity of being well informed concerning it; and 


eſpecially that Sir Iſaac Newton himſelf, after reciting what 1 


have quoted from him, ſhould extend the miniſtry of Chriſt 
ſo as to comprehend in it five paſſovers. And yet when Mr. 
Mann, with his modeſty and ingenuity, propoſed the original. 
hypotheſis, of one year, he abſolutely ſtaggered and offended, 
as I may ſay, the whole chriſtian world; and I never heard of 
to much: as one ie ſingle perſon having adopted his opinion. 


With | 
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Without, however, being diſcouraged by this circumſtance, 
I thought that the deliberate ſentiments of ſuch a writer as Mr. 


Mann at leaſt deſerved attention ; and I muſt acknowledge, 
that the more attention I have given th his ſcheme, the more 

evidence I ſee in favour of it, and the more improbable every 

_ contrary hypotheſis appears to me; and I have at preſent a_ 
ſatisfaction that I cannot expreſs in reading the goſpel hiſtory 
with his ideas of it. Upon this plan, all the events have a much 
mor2 eaſy and natural connection than upon any other: 
they have eee a - I . and an ee 
evidence. x; # 


Mr. Mann ſcems to have been led to his hypotheſis by his 
peculiar interpretation of Daniel's prophecy of 70 weeks, with 
which he makes it correſpond. But though it has been ſeen 
that I agree with him in the time that he aſſigns for the birth 
of Chriſt, I think him miſtaken with reſpect to the time of 
his death, which he places in the year 26, or the 15th of 
| Tiberius, reckoned from the time of his becoming aſſociate in 
the empire with Auguſtus. And I rather wonder that this 
excellent critic ſhould allow ſo much to the evidence of the 
_ chriſtian fathers in one of theſe caſes, and fo little in the other; 
eſpecially as the two opinions of Chriſt having preached but one 
year, and of his having been crucified when the Gemini were 
conſuls, went together, and. therefore reſt upon the ſame 
authority. 


I ſhall 1 now proceed to recite, in brief, the evidence that. 
Mr. Mann has produced in favour of his ſcheme, beſides what 


ariſes from its agreement with the dates that he aſſigns to the 


birth and death of Chriſt, and his interpretation of the Pro- 


phecy of Daniel above mentioned. 


In. 
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HARMONY OF TH EVANGELISTS. 4t 


- "= addition to thoſe Fathers who held the ſame opinion with 
| himſelf, quoted by Sir Iſaac Newton, he adds the CI 
of Jari 18 0 and Valentinus che heretic. 


Luke, he blobs, mentions only two epochs in his hiſtory of | 
Chriſt, that of his birth, and that of his baptiſm; and therefore 
was with reaſon underſtood by the Fathers to comprehend in 
the ſecond epoch his death with his baptiſm, both happening . 


within the compaſs of the ſame year, or but a few months 


more. To this, lays he, may be added the probability that this 


55 evangeliſt mentions both Annas and Caiaphas as high 
Z prieſts, becauſe Annas was in that office in that year in which 
Vas moſt of the preaching and miracles of Chriſt, and. 
=} bers gd in the other, 1 in the firſt quarter of which our Lord ſuf- 


: fered. 


The e in Ifaiah EL 1, 2, which our Tort read in the 


| ſyna gogue at Nazareth, and which he notified to be then fulfilled, 
viz. The ſhirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed ine 

to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, was antiently, he 
ſays, thought to ſignify that Chrilt v was to reh but one year, 
Winne by that e 1 


Matthew, Mark, md Luke 1 Sint the 8 | 
of only one year; and even John's goſpel, which alone has 
been thought to ſuppoſe more, will not, in fact, be found to 


do ſo. For he mentions. only one ſummer and one winter. 


He deſcribes the events of only two paſlovers, one pentecoſt, 


one feaſt of tabernacles, and one feaſt of dedication; and he 


mentions them in their natural order, if we ſuppoſe that the 
th chapter of this evangeliſt hath been tranſpoſed out of its 
proper place, and that it ſhould precede the 5th. But the 
5 555 of the tranſpoſition he thinks to be evident, 
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42 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


1. The laſt words of chap. v. are mentioned as roken by 


Jeſus in Jeruſalein, and the words immediately following them, 
in chap. vi. without any introduction or preparation whatever, 
repreſent him paſting out of Galilee to the caſtern fide of the 
| ſea of Tiberias; but this is an caly ſequel of the 4th chapter, 
which leſt him in Galilee. Again, the end of the 5th chapter 
has the ſame eaſy connection with the beginning of the 7th, that 
the end of the 4th has with the beginning of the 6th. For in 
_ chap. v. 16 and 18, Jeſus, in Jeruſalem, is reaſoning with the 
Jews, who were ſet king to kill him; and the 7th chapter opens 
with an account of his going into Galilee, becauſe the Jews fought 
to kill him. But as the chapters ſtand at preſent, the th g 
repreſents him teaching at Capernaum, in Galilee; and yet 
the 7th begins with thele words, After theſe things Jeſus walked 
mm 8 as if he had been Jull ar riv ed there from lome other = 
| territory. | _ 


2. The P e, as the chapters are now ranged, 


multiplied beyond all probability: for chap. iv. 45, 3 4 
appears to be juſt returned from the firſt paſſover, and cures 
the nobleman's lon at Capernaum ; and at the end of nine 
verſes more, v. 1. he is gone back to the ſecond paſſover (as 
ſome reckon it) and nothing more is ſaid of him during the remain- 
der of that firſt year. From this imaginary paſſover v. 1. when 


Jeſus healed the cripple at the pool of Betheſda, to the feaſt of 


tabernacles, vii. 2. that 1s , according to the modern account, 


during all the ſecond year, the third paſſover, and half the 
third year, he is only ſaid to have worked one miracle, and the 
next day to have taught in Capernaum; and nothing more is ſaid 
of him for all the reſt of the ſuppoſed eighteen months. Now 


doth it ſeem at all probable, that any perfor, prole ing to 


write the hiſtory of Chriſt's public miniſtry, during the ſpace of 
about three years, mould omit near two years and a halt ol that 
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11 appears that Jeſus retired to the deſart of Bethſaida upon. 


the death of Tohn the baptiſt, and there fed the five thouſand, 


This is mentioned John vi. 5; and yet, in v. 35, Jeſus at Jeru- 


falem, ſpeaks of him as of one who had been dead ſome time 


before. Ile was a burning and a ſhuning light. But to this 


argument of Mr. Mann it may he replied, that it might reſer 
0 Johi's being 1 in ham as well as to his being dead. 5 


1 may be objected to the whole of Mr. -Mtanio's patties 


that in John vi. 4: we read, and the paſſover, a feaſt of the Jews, | 


was nigh. But it cannot, he ſays, be ſuppoſed that John wrote 


fo; becauſe he had mentioned the paſlover i in chap. ii. and even 
related ſeveral of the events of it; and therefore could not 
ſuppoſe that his readers would want. an explanation of the 

term in that place. Gerard Voſſius, therefore, and other 
critics, would read, and a feaſt of the Jews was nigh, and imagine 
that the word 2 over was ſirſt added, as a conjectural explana- 
tion of ſome perlon or other. However tlie antient Fathers 
could never have imagined, as they did, that Chriſt preached 
only one year, if this third paſſover had been ſo expreſsly men- 
tioned in their copies ofthis goſpel. Belides, there is no men- 
tion of Chrill's alliſling at any third paſſover. 


VVV 


44 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


SECTION VII. 


Remarks an ſome of the Argument of Mr. Mans with 


Obſervations i m rind of them. 


Tu Hus 1 have given an epitome of the mts that Mr. 


Mann has advanced in favour of his hypothelis, to which 
. I would add the following remarks, previous to ſome diſtinet 


additional arguments \ in favour of it. 


— 1 It has been obſerved, ſince Mr. Mann's publication, that 
Clemens Alexandrinus, and the reſt of the Fathers who embraced 

the ſame opinion, were led to it by their peculiar interpretation 
of the above mentioned palſage in Iſaiah. On the contrary, 
it appears to me that the interpretation is lo very ſingular 
and unnatural, that it could never have ſu ggeſted the opinion ; 
but that the opinion, once previoully fixed, viz. that Chriſt 


preached only one year, might very caſily have led ſuch inter- 


preters of the ſcriptures as the Fathers were to that explanation 


of the text; and that nothing but a correſponding opinion, 
generally received; could have made ſuch an interpretation 


g ſupportable. It could never have ſtood 1 Its ground againſt a 


contrary opinion. - 


1 1 Mow thinks that the Fathers ſuppoſed St. Luke, in 


the date that he fixes to the baptiſm of Chriſt, dz, the 1 =th of 
Tiberius, meant to include that of his death alſo ; and that, 
in reality, it is to the latter event, as being the more important 
of the two, that thoſe dates correſpond. I own I ſee no foun- 
dation for this conſtruction, either with ref] pect to the th ning itſelf, 
or the opinion of the Fathers concerning it. Ou the contrary, 

It 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 46 
it 18 certainly moſt natural to ſuppoſe that if Chriſt was bap- 


tiſed in the 15th of Tiberius, and preached one intire year 
after that, he muſt have died in the 16th of that emperor, which 


is the year in which the Gemini were conſuls. But notwith- 


ſlanding this miſtake of Mr. Mann, I think the conduct of 
Luke upon this occaſion affords almoſt a demonſtration that 
the year of Chriſt's death * followed that of his 
0 baptiſm. 


Luke has given us the date of f John the Baptiſts bevinning | 
to preach with a moſt remarkable precifion, © Now in 
* the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius Cæſar, Pontius Pilate 
« « being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Gali- 


* lee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and of the region 


ol Trachonitis, and Lyſanias the tetrarch of Abilene, Annas 


and Caiaphas being the high prielts, the word of God came 


* unto John the ſon of JF acharias in the wilderneſs,” Sc. There 
is, perhaps, no example of any other event ſo circumſtantially 
and emphatically dated, in the whole compals of hiſtory. Now 
can it be ſuppoſed that the ſame writer would leave an event 
ol infinitely more conſequence, v12. that of the death of Chit, 
with which his hiſtory terminates, without any date at all. But this 
is the caſe if he has left no trace by which the one may be cer- 
tainly inferred from the other; in conſequence of having 
confounded the events of ſeveral years, in ſuch a manner that 
no perſon can pretend to diſtinguiſh dr number them. Whereas, 


the conduct of this writer is perfectly reconcileable with itſelf, 
upon the ſuppoſition that, in his idea, the year of the death of 
Chriſt unmediately followed that of the preaching of John, 


no other year intervening between them. For then the date 
of the one would be abundantly ſufficient ſor the date of the 


other; and it was certainly more natural to give the date at 
the be 1 than at the end of the work. 
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Now t is univerſally acknowledged that, had no other goſ- 


pel than that of Luke been extant, it muſt have been taken for 
granted, that the whole hiſtory, from the commencement of 


the preaching of John to the death of Chriſt, was comprehended : 


within the ſpace of leſs than two years, no mention of paſſo- 


vers, or any other marks of time, indicating the contrary. 


3. If ever any weight acts b to be allowed to a negative argu- 


ent, I think we may ſafely conclude, from what Treneits ys ” 
on the duration of Chriſt's miniſtry, Lib. 2. Cap. 39, that he 
had not ſeen any copy of the goſpe! of John that contained the 
word Tzyz in the 4th verſe of the 6th chapter. For though it is 
evident he was moſt eagerly bent upon collecting all the evidence 
he poſlibly could againſt the opinion of the Valentinians, vzz. that 
Cut preached only one year; and he particularly remarks all 
the paſſages i in the goſpel of John where he imagined a palſover 
was intended, though not expreſſed; he makes no mention of 
this in the 6th chapter, but dwells upon that feaſt of which 
mention is made in the gth chapter, on which Jeſus cured the | 
infirm. man at the pool of Betheſda. | 


Kis commentator Nr. Grabe acknowledges chat his author 
muſt have been miſtaken in his inference; but ſays that, in the 
chapter following (which *Ireneus had quoted 3 in ſome other 

place) there was exprels mention made of another paſſover. 
Had Ireneus ever ſeen that paſſage, as we now read it, he would, 
J doubt not, have preferred it (as inſinitely better adapted to 


his purpoſe) to the feaſt mentioned in the gth chapter, con- 


cerning which not the leaſt hint can be elle ted that it was a 
paſſover. It is remarkable, however, that, even with the help 
of this groundleſs aſſumption, Ireneus is not able to extend the 


miniſtry of Chriſt beyond the [pace or 1 two years, by any evi- 
dence from the galpel hiſtory. 


But 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 47 
But. to ſhew how little credit 1s to be given to this writer 
upon this ſubj ect, and how far his zeal againſt what he deemed 


to be hereſy was capable of carrying him, he, in the ſame chap- 
ter, extends the life of Chriſt to a period beyond fifty years ; 


partly on the ſuppoſition of the neceſſity of his being an ex- 


_ ample to perſons of every age, and partly on the evidence, as 
he lays, of all the ancients who had converled with the apoſtle 
John in Aha, and ol others who had the ſame account from 
other apoſtles. | 5 1 


But it does not appear chat Ireneus made many converts to 


his opinion. It is mentioned, indeed, by Auſtin, but only as 
the opinion of perſons unſkilled in hiſtory ; and we find the 
molt learned Fathers who immediately followed Irencus, as 
Clemens Alexandrinus, Tertullian, Origen, Sc. had embraced 
the reprobated opinion of Valentinus, without the leaſt men- 
| tion of any contrary PRO. e the leaſt notice. - 


"Ln, it will be found, upon examination, that Eutin 


could not have had a copy of the goſpel of John which had the 
word r in the fixth chapter, and have ſuppoſed, as he 
did, that all the events mentioned by Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, were comprized within the ſpace of one year, 


SECTION 


18 ,OBSERVATIONS ON THE -—_ 


SECTION VIII. 


Additional Arguments i m Support of the Hypotheſis that 
Chriſt preached only one year and a few months. 


T2 a remarks relating to de of the arguments 
alledged by Mr. Mann I would ſuggeſt the following diſ- 
| tin additional arguments in favour of the period which he has 


aſſigned to the 7 h of Chriſt. 


. Some very ſhort zeriods of our Lorlfs. public miniſtry 
appear, according to the accounts of all the evangeliſts, to 


have been very full of buſineſs. He ſeems to have been almoſt. 
inceſſantly employed in teaching, in healing great numbers 
of diſeaſed perſons, and performing other miraculous works; 
and from the manner in which the evangeliſts deſcribe his uſual 
way of life, it ſhould ſeem that the greateſt part of his time was 
_ thus fully employed, He continually went about doing good, 
making it ais meat and his drink to do the will of /as heavenly | 


father. 


If, HW. our Lord had paſſed three or four years in this man- 


ner, and the twelve apoſtles had allo been teaching and work- 


ing miracles in ſix different places for the ſpace of: a- 
year or more, in that ſmall country, and the leventy allo in 


thirty five places more, for the ſame ſpace of time, as is generally 
fuppoſed; ſuch a number of miracles would have been performed, 


as we cannot but think, muſt have exceeded every proper pur- 
poſe of them. Either there could have been no unbelievers left 
in Judea: or, if the tendency of the miracles had been to exaſ- 


perate, ſuch a reſentment would have been raiſed in the minds 
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of the Jewiſh rulers, as, without a greater miracle than any of 


the reſt, could not but have terminated in his death long 
before. For my own part, inſtead of thinking a ſingle year 
not to have been ſufficient for the purpoſe of our Lord's miſſion, 
I rather wonder, conſidering in what manner he ſpent his time, 
that the incredulity of the people could hold out, or that the ma- 
f lice of his enemies could be reſtrained lo long as one year. 


Contering: the violent prejudices.” that ch a 3 as the 


; Jevs muſt have had againlt the pretenſions of a Meſliah, who 
made the appearance that Jeſus did, one may indeed imagine, 
that the bulk, or the more depraved and worldly-minded of 
them might withſtand the evidence of miracles performed in 
one year; but hardly any degree of incredulity can be ſuppoſed 
to have flood out againſt the thouſands, and ten thouſands of 
miracles, that muſt have been wrought. upon the common 


: e 


2. It is alſo more eaſy to account bor che peru of * 


collec” and their ignorance of the true nature of Chriſt's 
kingdom, even at, and after our Lord's death, on the ſuppo- 


ſition that his miniſtry was of a a ſhort, than that it was ol a long 


duration. 


If our Lord really reached three or four years; and, 


; d if the evangeliſts have ſometimes paſſed over all | 
the events of whole years at a time, is it not ſurpriſing, that 


none of them ſhould ever connect thoſe very diſtant parts of 
their narrative by ſuch phraſes as the year following ; after one, 
or after tibo years, Sc. Sc. The ſeaſons of the year are ſome- 
times particularly diltinguiſhed, and we find the exact number 
of days that intervened between two events carefully noted; 
but nothing that implies ſuch chaſms as are commonly ſuppoſed 


EEE 2" 
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to be in the evangelical hiſtory. Their uſual tranſition, er 
theſe things, or afterwards, cannot be conſtrued to mean 


19 510 a year or two. 


4- 1 Jeſus had bes en preaching. and working miracles, both 
in Judea and in Galiſec, almoſt a year before the death of John 
the Baptiſt, agreeable to the common hypotheſis, Herod, who 


reigned in Galilee, could not but have. heard of him: and 
therefore could not but have know n that he was not John 


that was riſen from the dead, as in Matt. xiv. 1. Whereas, 


if we ſuppoſe that Jeſus had preached only a few weeks before 


the death of John, \ we may imagine, that, engaged as Herod 
was in a multiplicity of buſineſs and pleaſure, he might not have 
heard of him till that time; and therefore might, with ſome 
plauſibility, conjecture, as he did, that he was John riſen 
from the dead. This argument appears to me to be almoſt con- 


cluſive , che common N 


5. All our Tart s journeys that the . give us any ac- 


count of, agree in ſo many circumſtances, that they are evidently 


the ſame, and are ſuppoſed to be ſo by all harmoniſts. 


Now ſince theſe four hiſtoriane have ſelected very different 


events in our Saviour's life, is it not ſurpriſing, that all his 
journeys to Jeruſalem make no more than four; three of which, 


at leaſt, every pious Jew was obliged to make in the comipals 
of every year? Our Lord muſt have made that | Journey three 
or four times as often, -1n three or ſour years, and it may well 


be ſuppoſed chat ſomething remarkable muſt have happened 
in ſeveral of them, belides thole four. John, who ſupplies 


many of the deficiencies of the other evaugeliſts, only makes 


up the number of them to ſour. He lupphes many new diſ- 
courſes, and new incidents, but no more Journeys to Jeru- 
lalem than thole above mentioned. 
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HARMONY or THE EVANGELISTS. 


If we read the hiſtory of the evangeliſts with attention, we 


ſhall find ſeveral ſmall periods of time, as was obſerved before, 
exceedingly crouded with buſineſs, particularly a week or two 
after his appearance in Galilee, after the firſt paſſover, and a 


week before his death. If only a month or two of the year 


were ſpent in this manner, all the buſineſs that is recorded 


in all the evangeliſts might have been tranſacted in it; 


ſo that, even upon this hypotheſis, we mult ſuppoſe great 


omiſſions in our Lord's hiſtory, SAN. to the teſtimony | 
of Js. 
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52 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


$ E 0 Xx I 0 N IX. 


2 to the preceding Uypolleſis * conf idered. 


1 may be ob} ected to the dypetbelte I am maintaining, 
that though 1 it is ble that all the events that are expreſsly 
5 mentioned in the hillory of our Lord, might have been com- 
prchended within the compals of one year, yet that ſeveral | 
earcumſiannces, and exÞrefſions allo lead us to ſuppoſe, that more 


is ſuppreſſed, than could be brouglit within that ſpace of time; 


particularly our Lord's tarrying and making diſciples 1 in 
Judea before he went to Galilec, after the frſt paſſover, John 


iti. 22; his dwelling at Capernaum, Matt. iv. 13; and his 


going about all Galilee teaching i in their ſynagogues, v. 23, on 


the ſabbath days, Luke iv. 31. It is allo ſaid, that the miſſions 
of the Twelve and of the Seventy, muſt have taken up more 
time than can be allowed for them on this hypotheſis. | I ſhall 
therefore conſider all theſe caſes a little particularly; and the 
illustration I ſhall give of tgem may perhaps alliſt us to under- 
ſtand the force of limilar exprelions, when they occur elle. 


: where. 


1 Though John ſpeaks of our Lord's tar Hing in Judea, 
after the firſt paſlover, and before his going into Galilee, iii. 22. 
and making more diſciples there than John did at the ſame time, 


yet ſeveral circumſtances make it evident, that his ſtay in Judea 


at that time could not have been long. For not only do the 
other evangeliſts make no mention of this ſtay in Judea ; but the 
manner in which they all relate the hiſtory of the firſt tranſactions 


in Galilee, ſhews that they had no idea of any thing conſidera- 
ble having been done before. 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 53 
Matthew ſays. iv. 75 that it was after his coming to Caper- | 


naum that Je/us began to preach, and to 0 Jay, Repent, 2 8 the 
; 1 -& Heaven, 1 2s af hand. 


| Mark, i. 11, repreſents the great fame of Jeſus ! in Galilee to 
have ariſen from the miracle which he performed in the ſyna- 


gogue at Capernaum, on the day chat he healed Peter's wife's 
; mother. . ; 


Luke doſcly conne&ts his account of the tempration with. : 
that of his preaching in Galilee, ſaying, iv. 14. And Teſus 


returned in the power of the ſþurit into Galilee, and there dent 
-:.0 Jake of him through all the region round about. . 


1 rom the hiſtory of the F ee at the firſt ee 


is evident that the Phariſees were, at that time, very attentive. 
to our Lord's conduct; fo that his making diſciples i in the neigh- 
bourhood of Jeruſalem cannot be ſuppoſed to have eſcaped 
their notice many days: from which we may conclude, that 
| whatever effect our Lord's apprehenſions from the Jews could - 
have had, muſt have been produced very ſoon, probably in leſs 
than a week. Having been baptiſed in that country, having 
been diſtinguiſhed by a voice from heaven, and having been 
to particularly pointed out by John there; he could not be 
long 1 in making diſciples enow to alarm the Jews. Beſides, 
"I oechable- that moſt of the diſciples that Jeſus made, 
(at which the Jews took umbrage) were made before the paſſo- 
lover; ſo that a fer days afterwards, in which he was lure to be 


carefully watched, would be ſufficient to alarm his enemies, 


and to induce him to withdraw himſelf from their envy and 
malice. 


1 


Laſtly, Peter and Andes, James and John, the firſt of our 


10. diſciples, did not particulauly attend upon him till aſter 
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54 OBSERVATIONS o N THE: 


his arrival in Galilee ; which I think is a preſumption, that he 
had not ſpent much time in preaching elſewhere ; a great part 
of our Lord's buſineſs being to inſtruct his bee and train 
them nd to their future [ervices 1 in the church. 


II. Mathew: indeed, me tid Tf us's dwelling at Capernaum ; 


but he could not mean that he reſided there for any long time 
together; ſince our Lord himſelf ſuſſi ciently intimaied, that he 
had no fixed 5 during his public miniſtry, when he 
ſaid, Matt. viii. 20. The foxes have holes, and the birds of 

the air have ner; "I the ſon of man hath not where to lay 


has head. It is poſſible that the meaning of Matthew might 
be, that our Lord's family, 2. e. his mother and brethren, 


removed to Capernaum about that time, as they are expreſsly 

ſaid to have done by John (ii. 12. 1 little before the paſlover, 
though they did not make a long ſtay at that time, but went up 

to the feaſt. We alfo afterwards find Jeſus's mother and bre- | 
thren at Capernaum, and in the neighbourhood, when his 


brethren are exprelsly laid not to have been his diſc! ples. 


Or, perhaps, our Loed's | dwelling at 8 may only 
mean that it was the place where he molt frequently was during 
his ktay 1 in Galilee, And we do, indeed, firid that this town 
was, as it were, the center of our Lord's bulinels, and the 


ter minus of all his } Journeys. 


But er this, we may infer that Capernaum did 


by no means particularly engage the attention of Jeſus, from 
his joining Chorazin and Bethſaida with it, in the woe which 

he pronounced upon thoſe places i in which his mighty works had 

been chiefly done, for not improving the opportunities his 


preſence had afforded them. 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 35 
III. As to our Lord's hr eaching i n all the ſynagogues of Gali- ; 


lee, mentioned Matt, xiv. 1 4s; the time that he was abſent 
from Capernaum, on that very progreſs, does not admit of its 
being underſtood literally. For Mark, deſcribing the very 


155 progrels, 1 in language ſimilar to that of Mattliew; ; ſaying, 


1. 23, that he le/t Cabernaum to go lo the next towns to preach 


. alſo, and that he PER 4 in their ſynagogues through 
all Galilee, and caft ort devils ; yet ſays, ü. 1. that he entered 
agar i into Ce per Naw, "offer fone days wt 


Beſides. theſe general expreſſions concerning Chriſt's preach- 


: ing in all che towns of Galilee, though introduced in this par- 
ticular place, may refer to all the time that he paſſed in that 
| country, in which 1t 1s probable that few of the places eſcaped 
him or his diſciples; ; and that he omitted no opportunity of 
preaching | in che ſynagogues wherever he could convenicnitly 


89. = 


Luke, indeed, ſays, iv. 31, that when Jeſus came dorun 


to Capernaum, he taught them on the ſabbath days, Jois c ; 5 
from which ſome afor, | that he ſpent ſeveral labbaths there at 


that time; and Dr. Doddridge, in enumerating the objec- 


tions to Mr. Mann's hypotheſis, ſeems to lay ſtreſ⸗ on this 
circumſtance. But there are ſeveral inſtances, in che New Teſta- 
ment, in which the plural of geg Salle, is uſed for the ſingular, 


as in Matt. xxViii. 1, . 3: Gefell, which we render in the. 
end of the Sabbaik. Indeed 1t could not have been rendered 


_ otherwiſe; for! it means that one particular ſabbath on which 


our Lord lay in the grave. Mark ii. 29. And id came to paſs 


that he went 1 1 lhe corn-fields on the Sabbath day; e Jois 


cal. Alſo this cvangeliſt Luke, xm. 10. And fe was 
leaching in the 0 . on the Janes 6 leis . 


- But 
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88 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


But the moſt deciſive argument is derived from the parallel | 


part of the hiſtory, as related by Mark, 1. 21, who makes uſe 


of the ſame expreſſion with Luke, in relating the ſame events 
of the ſame day. And they went into Capernaum, and firaight= 
roy on the ſabbath day (was Tl Sues) he entered into the ſ\nagogue. 
Then follows the hiſtory of the cure of the demoniac, and of 
Peter's wife's mother, Sc. exactly as in Luke. It is evident 
therefore, that Luke meant only one day, though he uſes the 


plural number, and the very ſame day that Mark doth, whole 


expreſſion (though the lame with that of Luke) we tranſlate in 
the lingular number. 175 


IV. The miſſion of the Twelve is generally ſuppoſed to have 
N up a conſiderable time; but from the circumſtances in 
which it is related by all the evangeliſts, it doth not appear 
hat the apoſtles could have been abſent more e than about a week, 


on that occaſion. 


According to Matthew, all that intervened between the 


million of the Twelve, and their return (intimated by the tranſ- 
aclions in which we find the diſciples with our Lord) is the dif- 
courſe concerning John; and all that intervened between 
them, according to Mark and Luke, is the very ſame diſcourſe, 


and the alarm of Herod on hearing of the miracles of Jeſus ; 
though they place both the miſſion of the Twelve, and the dif- 


courſe concerning John, in dillerent parts of the general hil- 
mm 


If it be ſaig that the charge which our Lord gave them. 


Matt. x. is too particular, and too ſolemn, for ſo ſhort an excur- 
ſion; I anſwer, that upon any ſuppoſition, the charge he 
gave them on that occaſion will be found to relpect ſeveral 


circumſtances, that could not happen 1 in that particular miſſion, 
but muſt reler to their general million afterwards; eſpecially 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. x7 


what he ſays concerning their behaviour when carried before 
magiſtrates and kings, and cqucerning perſecution unto death. 


| Beſides, though the Twelve might return pretty ſoon after 
their firſt excurſion, occaſioned by their being alarmed on 
hearing of the death of John the Baptilt, we need not ſuppoſe 
that the miſſion expired at that time. It might be reſumed OC- 


caſionally afterwards, and eſpecially in che latter part of our 
Lord's . in W We 


Luke the only San „ho mentions the 
1 of he po Hay and he ſays, Xx. 1, it was during our 


Lord's journey to Jeruſalem, when he took his final leave of Gali- 
lee, and that they were ſent into every place where he iel, ſhould 
come ; and he ſpeaks of their return in the ſeventeenth verle of 
the ſame chapter, before he mentions his arrival at Jeruſalem. 
It is evident, from the circumſtances of the hiſtory, that our 
Lord made this | Journey more privately than any others, and 
arrived at Jeruſalem i in the middle of the feaſt, which was that of 
Tabernacles. Perhaps, therefore, he diſmiſſed his train, partly 
with a view to travel with leſs appearance of oftentation ; and 
| they might only go to thoſe places through which he himſelf" in- 
tended to pals, in his road to Jeruſalem at that time. Though, 
it is poſſible, however, he might mean the places where he 
ſhould come afterwards, in the Bay he, from that time, made 
in Judea ; but ſtill, being ſo many of them, and going two and 
{wo, they would ſoon have viſited every place in that ſmall _ 
country. And if they followed the example of our Lord, in his 

excurſions from Capernaum, they ſtayed a very ſhort time in 
any place, probably ſeldom more than one day. This miſſion | 
allo might -be reſumed ocealionally as well as that of the 
Twelve for Galilee, | 


ö 5 e 


. OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


But all theſe particulars Wil perhaps be Ken in a ſtronger 
point of light, when I ſhall give a ſuccinct view of all our Lord's 
hiſtory, in the order of time; and collect all the notes of time, 

and other marks of tranſition, that are preſerved in any of the 

_ evangeliſts. This is ſuch a view as, I flatter mylelf, will ſhow 

not only the poſſibility, but alſo the probability of this ſcheme 
of a harmony, 1 in a manner independent « ot all other arguments 

in its favour. 


i VI. When our Lord was  difcourſing with bis diſciples at the 
well, in his Journey to Galilee, he Rays, John iv. 35, Say ye. 


not, There are four mon! and then cometh hard oft. This, ac- 
_ cording to ſome critics (and among them Sir Iſaac Newton) 
- implies that, at the time of this journey, it wanted four months 
to the harveſt; and conſequently mult have been ſome time in 
December, which by no means ſuits Mr. Mann's hypotheſis. 
But 1 would obſerve, that this time of the year doth not at all 
agree with what is generally, and with great probability, ſup- 
poſed, that the heat of the weather, concurred with the fatigue 
of travelling to increaſe the thirſt our Lord complained of; Dat 
that it agrees remarkably well with the LOCI of this jour- 
ney having been made about a week after the paſſover, 
or about the middle of April; eſpecially as it is ſaid, John iv. 6. 
to have been the fixth hour of the day, or noon. Wherefore | 


Grotius, Whitby, and many other commentators, ſuppoſe that 


our Lord quoted a known proverbial expreſſion, which implied, 
that four months generelly intervened between ſeed time and 
harveſt, And whether there was ſuch a proverbial expreſſion 
current among the Jews or not, I cannot help thinking there 
was a peculiar propriety in the obſervation at that time. Our 
Lord, in his converſation with the woman, had, as it were, 

been ſowing the ſeed of the word; and he foreſaw the imme- 
diate effect of it. He therefore ſays, four months commonly 
intervene between ſecd time and harveſt, but I have only juſt 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 59 


now ſown, and, lifting up your eyes, you \ ſee, by the mul- 
titudes crouding to uz, that the fields are already white for my 
hary Sit. 


VII. Another objection ariſes from the much graſ that is 
ſaid to have been in the place where our Lord fed the five thou- 
fand; and which, it is thought, doth not well agree with the 

time of the year in whica Mr. Mann places this event. But 
Mr. Mann places it before Pentecolt, and it might be about the 

latter end ol April, or the beginning of May that year; and 

though the greateſt part oi the grals in Judea be burnt up in 
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= the month of May, it is not very improbable, that, in ſome favour- 
= able ſituation, 10 ine might remain, and even be green in the ll 

0 beginning of the month, luppoſing it to have been ſo late. As 


it is not the cuſtom to mow the g graſs for hay in that part of the - 

world, if there had been any grals in the place, it would probably 

| have remained there all the ſummer, it being a deſert place; 

i and Mark, who was not preſent, 18 che only evangelilt h 
1 mentions its being green. 
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= VII. It would rather embarraſs Mr. Mann's hypotheſis, to 
= ſuppoſe that the Cana in which our Lord made the water 
: wine, and to which he went ſrom Samaria before his arrival 
at Capernaum, was the Cana near Sydon; becauſe there 
would hardly be ſufficient time for our Lord's journey on foot, 
and the ſtay that he made at Sychar, and probably in other pla- 

ces, before his arrival at Capernaum, time enough to admit of 

the events which intervened between that date and che feaſt of 

Pentecoſt. 


But there is no reaſon to ſuppoſe that that was the Cana, but 
5 another, much nearer to Capernaum, 72. that Cana which is 
8 mentioned by Joſephus, as being lo near to Tiberias, that, 
= fein out from Cana in the . and travelling all 3 


bo OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


with two hundred armed men, he arrived at Tiberias early the 


next morning. Nor, indecd, do I ſee why the Cana menti- 


oned in the goſpel ſhould be called Cana in Galilee, but to 


diſtinguiſh it from ſome other place of the ſame name, in ano- 
ther diſtrict, probably from the Cana near Sydon, which was 
properly i in Phcenicia, as that term appears to have been uſed 


in the time of our Saviour and the Apoſtles. 


Thus Ty: re, which was ſouth of. Sydon and Can 1s called 
a city of Phenicia, Acts xx1. 2, g, and a woman living in that 
neighbourhood, whoſe daughter was cured by our Saviour, 
is called a Syro-Phenician, Mark vii. 26, and a Canaantte 
| Matt. xv. 22, perhaps from being an inhabitant of this very 
Cana, and not a Galilean. Beſides, Jolephus diſtinguiſhes 
this Cana from the other by calling it a city of Cle- Syria, Ant. 
Lib. 16. Cap. 6; and he repreſents Galilee as bounded by 
Pheenicia, including Ptolemais, Tyre, &c. ſo that though it 
went up within land as far north as Sydon, it is not probable 


that it included that Cana. Beſides the empreſs Helena built 


a church at Cana in Galilee, and not in the Cana near Sydon, 
in memory of its being the place which had been diſtinguiſhed 


by our Saviour's prelence and miracles: and it cannot be 


ſuppoſed that, in that age, the ſcene ot thoſe tranſactions ſhould 
have been forgotten, | 


Of two Cana's in Galilee, both of which agree ſufficiently 


well with what Joſephus ſays concerning the place of that name, 
one is mentioned by Reland (Paleſtina, p. 680) as being 


ſituated between Sepphoris and Nazareth, ſix Roman mules 


from the latter, towards the welt; and the other four miles 
north of Nazareth, towards the eaſt. Reland ſays it is diſpu— 


ted which of theſe is the Cana mentioned in the ſcriptures; but 
I think it very poſſible that theſe places may, in reality, be the 


ſame, their ſituation not having been accurately deſcribed. 


That 
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5 35 © Again the next day, John ltood with two of his diſciples: 


5 which, ſuppoßing that they both ſet, out immediately after the 


HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS, G 
| That it muſt have been Cana near Nazareth that is ſpoken 
ol by John, and not Cana near Sydon, ſeems to be evident 
from the moſt natural interpretation of what this evangeliſt 


ſays preceding his account of our Lord's arrival at that place, 
John ii. 1. Speaking of what paſſed at Bethabara beyond 


Jordan, John i. 28, he ſays © the next day John ſaw Jeſus 


coming unto him, and ſaid, behold the Lamb of God, WIC h 


* taketh away the fins of the world.” We read afterwards, 


and v. 43, © the day following Jeſus would go forth into Gali- 


| lee;” and on the evening of this day Philip introduced Nathaniel 
to Jeſus. We then read, chap. ii. v. 1, * and the third day 
© there was a marriage at Cana in Galilee,” which Jeſus atten- 
ded. Now it is moſt natural to ſuppoſe that the third day is to 
be counted from the date before mentioned, viz. the day on 
which he ſet out from beyond Jordan to go into Galilee; 
and this would not allow him time enough to go from Bethabara 
to Sydon, eſpecially travelling on foot, as he probably did. 
| Whereas, ſuppoſing 1 it to be the Cana near Nazareth, he might 
very well go to it in leſs than two days, and there will be time 
enough for him to have ſtopped at N azareth, and chere have 


received the invitation to Cana, 


It is objected that when our Lord was at Cana afterwards, 


en iv. 46; the nobleman of Capernaum, whoſe ſon was cured 


y Jeſus, at the ſeventh hour of the day, did not meet his ſer- 


vant, who left Capernaum at the fame time, till e next day; 


E 


cure, requires that they muſt have, each of them, travelled at 


leaſt five hours, and probably from the nature of the occaſion, 


very quick. But even this does not neceſſarily make the diſtance 


to exceed thirty miles, vz. five miles an hour without 1 interrup- 
tion. Beſides it is by no means neccllar yt 01 W chat both the 
5 maſter 
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6e 1 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


maſter and ſervant ſet out preciſely at the ſeventh hour of the 
day, and that nothing happened to retard either of them. 


1X. There are three other circumſtances of Which different 
| harmonifts have availed themſelves, as favouring their reſpec- 


tive hypotheſes, and which do not ſuit wich that of Mr. Mann, 
But it appears to me that they ſupply no certain notes of time 


whatever, and Wherefore may very fately be Wie . 


Sir inne Newton in his O0lſervations on Daniel, p. 154, ſup- 


poſes that when our Lord delivered the parable of the /ower, it 


was then ſeed lime. According to Mr. Mann's hypotheſis it 
was harveſt. But the connection between theſe two ſeaſons is ſo 


great, that the one may very ealily be ſuppoſed to have led his 


| thoughts to the other. Beſides the parable does, in lact, relate : 


to the harveſt as s well as to o the leed time. 


The tribute which was PROS of our Lord, and which he 
paid in conjunction with Peter; and alſo the reading of the 
prophet Iſaiah, a portion of which our Lord expounded at N a- 
zareth, are thought to indicate certain ſeaſons of the year. But 


it has neither been determined with certainty by the critics what 


the tribute was, nor the time of the year in which it was paid. 


Much leſs are we able to tell, at this diſtance of time, in what 
order the Jews read their ſacred books in their ſynagogues, or 
whether they had one invariable cuſtom i in them all. 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 6g 


SECTION x. 
The Order of the principal Events in the Goſpel 3 


TAVIN G, in the preceding redjons, 3 the argu- 


ments in favour of a harmony of the goſpels, upon 


the hy potheſis that the public miniſtry of Jeſus laſted only a 
year and a few months; I ſhall now proceed to adjuſt the order 
ol the particr lar tranſactions in the goſpel hiſtory, and to give 


my reaſons at large, lor my arrangement of the principal facts. 
But theſe, I imagine, will be much more intelligible, it, in the 
ſirſt place, I juſt recite the facts 1 in the order in which. 1 ima- 


a gine them to have happened. 


The net will pleaſe to obſerve, that the ſubj ect of this and 


che following ſections has little or no dependence on the ge- 
neral hypotheſis I have endeavoured to ſupport in the preceding 
ones; fince the order in which any number of events may be 
ſuppoſed to have taken place, may be conſidered without 
any regard to the time that elapſed in the ſucceſſion. In this 


caſe it is but ſubſtituting the word payſover for pentecoft, or the 


name of ſome other Jewiſh feaſt, and theſe ſections will ſuit 


any other hypotheſis concerning the duration of Chriſt's mi- 
niſtry. 

As moſt harmoniſts, I believe, are nearly agreed in the 
order of all the events preceding the baptiſm of Jeſus ; at leaſt, 


as nothing new has occurred to me with reſpect to them, I 
ſhall begin my narration at that period; and in order to be as 
concile as polſible, ſhall mention only ſuch facts as may be 
ſufficient to give a perſon who is tolerably acquainted with the 
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64 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
New Teſtament, an idea of the order 1 in which I ſhould diſpoſe 


the reſt, 


Ld 


Aſter his baptiſm and temptation, Jeſus went into Galilee, 


and, at Cana, turned the water into wine. He then went to 
Capernaum, along with his mother, and the reſt of the family = 
and going from thence to Jeruſalem, at the firſt paſſover, held 
a converſation with Nicodemus. After this he made a ſhort 
ſtay in Judea; but the Phariſees taking umbrage at his making 


_ diſciples there, he returned into Galyee; and paſſing through : 
Samaria, converled with the woman at the well. 


Poles aries at Cana, he was wiet by « noblowen from Ca- 
pernaum, who intreated him to heal his ſon; and going from 
thence to that city he called Peter and Andrew, James and 
John; and on the ſabbath following he cured a demoniac i in the 
lynagogue, and Peter's wife's. matter in her own houſe, with 
many others. "Theſe miracles. brought ſuch a concourſe of 15 
people about him, that the next morning, before it was day, 
he withdrew into a ſolitary place, whither his diſciples reſorted 
to him; and, not chuſing to return immediately to Capernaum, 

he made a circuit throught the neighbouring towns and villages. 


Great multitudes erouding to him from all quarters, he ad- 


dreſſed to them his excellent ſermon on the mount. Preſently 
after he cured a leper, and not long after that, entering again into 
| Capernaum, he healed the nobleman's ſervant. The day fol- 
lowing he was at Nain, where he raiſed the widow's ſon ; and 


from whence, to avoid another concourſe of people, he crolſed 


the ſea, ſtilling a tempeſt in his paſſage ; and landing in the 
territory of Gadara, he cured the demoniacs, when the [wine 


Were drowned, 


Not 
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HARMONY or THE EVANGELISTS, 65 


Not making any ſlay in that country, he returned to 
Capernaum, and healed a paralytic perſon, who was let down 
through the roof of the houſe. After this he walked out by the 
ſea fide, and having called Matthew, he dined with him, and 
held a converſation with the diſciples of John. While he was 
diſcourſing with them, Jairus applies to him to cure his daugh- 
ter, who lay at the point of death. In his way he cured the 
woman who had the iſſue of blood, and after he returned from 
ry Jairus' s houſe he gave light to two blind men, and Cured. a dumb 

demoniac. OD 


Jeſus having made kinfalf e to the: Paris, by 
0 vindicating his diſciples for plucking ears of corn on a ſabbath 
day, and healing in the ſynagogue a man who had a withered 
hand, withdrew into a deſert place, and, c ona mona, let apart | 
f the twelve apoſiles. FF oo: 


The multitudes crowilivng. to him + again, hs healed their dk, 5 
and, among others, a blind and dumb demoniac; and when 
the Phariſees aſcribed this cure to a correſpondence with Beel- 
_ zebub, he diſcourſed concerning the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and when they aſked of him a ſign from heaven, he gave them. 
the ſign of the prophet Jonas; and among other awful denun- 
"cations, he related to them the parable of the unclean ſpirit, 
While he was talking, and probably with a good deal of ear- 
neſtneſs on this occaſion, his mother and brethren deſired to 
ſpeak with him, which gave him an opportunity of expreſſing 
his ſuperior regard to his diſciples. 


On the ſame day on which he held this diſcourſe, he went 


to the ſea ſide, and, for the greater convenience of abn. 
ſtood in a ſhip, while he delivered ſeveral parables to the. peo 
ple ſanding c on the. ſhore and, among others, that of the W 
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£6. OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


which he afterwards explained to his Uiſciples, reciting to 


8 them ſeveral others. : 


Leaving the neighbourhood of Capernaum, he Vent to 
Nazareth; and being rejected, and having had lus life attempted 
by! 11s countrymen of that place, he went into the neighbour- 


ing villages; ard ſeeing great multitudes, as ſheep without 


1 ſhepherd, be had compaſſion on them, and commiſſioned the f 


twelve apoliles to preach to Ems, and heal their ſick. 


In the abſence of the T. welve, the diſciples of Join apply 
to him, bringing a meſſage from their maſter; and when they 
had leſt him, he OT Rs with the multitude concerning John, 
and at the ſame time pronounced a woe upon the places in 


which moſt of his e works had been performed. 


About this time [Telus dined with Gran the. Phariſee, to 
whom, when he was dilguſted with the affectionate behaviour 


of a woman who had been a ſinner, he related the parable of 
the creditor and wo debtors, 


1 hearing of the death of John the Baptiſt, retired by ſhip 


into a deſert place, together with the apoſtles who had reſorted 


to him, and here he fed a great multitude with five loaves and 


two. fiſhes. Having lent his diſciples away by inp, while he 
ſtayed to dilmiis the company, he came to them in the night, 


walking on the fea. They landed in the territory of Senne 


ret; and the multitude, influenced by worldly motives, after- 
wards following him to Capernaum, he diſcourled with them 
in ſo Myſterious a manner concerning bread, that the greateſt 


part of thoſe who had followed him hicherto, deſerted him now... 


At the feall of Pentecoſt Jeſus cured a cripple at the pool 
of Bethelda, and diſcourſed with tne Jews concerning his miſlion; 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 67 


Þut they ſecking to kill him, he retreated again to Galilee, 


where he held a converſation with ſome Phariſees, who had 
: followed him from Jeruſalem, concerning traditions. Een 


„ 


Aſter this he went into the coaſts of Tyre and Sydon, where 


he healed the daughter of a Syrophcenician woman; and 
being returned to Galilee, he cured a demoniac who was 
deaf, and had an impediment in his ſpeech. Being in a 
deſert place, he again fed a great multitude by a miracle. 


At Magdala he diſcourſed with the Phariſees concerning 


. the ſigns OL the 1 times, and: at Bethſaida he cured a blind man. 


e lie” mede an cation 10 the coaſts of Colares: 


Philippi, and there began to foretel his ſufferings, and future 
- glory. His transfiguration happened fix days after. Deſcend- 
ing from the mount of transliguration he cured a demoniacal 
Child; and after ſeveral daes with his diſciples s, and other 


incidents at Capernaum, he took his linal leave of Galilee. 


Travelling through Samaria, he was not received by the 
people of that country. Here, however, he cured the ten 
lepers. . e 


On thi; gurney he ſent out the Seventy ; and being arrived 


1 Jeruſatem, at the leaſt of Tabernacles, he diſcourſed with 


tlie Jews concerning his miſſion, reproved the woman who 
was taken in adultery, and cured : a man who bad been blind 


from his birth. 


In the interval between the 55 of Tabernacles ond the feaſt 
of 1; odication, 1 place all thoſe cidents and. diſcourſes which 
are related by Luke after his mention of Jeſus's having taken 
his final leave of Galilee, and before thole events that are 
cloſely connected with the hiſtory of bis death, and fer which 


I can 8 no other place, by means of a corre pon ding ſtory 
K 2 85 in 
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68 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

in ſome other evangeliſt. Here, therefore, 1 introduce the 
diſcourſe concerning the Galileans killed by Pilate, the para- 
ble of the good Samaritan, of the vedding ſupper, of the prodi- 


gal ſon, of the rich man and Lazarus, and of che Phariſee 
and Publican, * ſome others. Fe, 


At the feaſt of Dedication N. in the temple, publickly g 
declared himſelf to be the Meſſiah, and the Jews thereupon 


ſeeking to kill him, he retired to the country beyond Jordan, 


where he held the diſcourſe concerning divorces, and the 
danger of riches; and where he bleſſed the children chat were 


5 brought to him, Sc. 


From this country he made a journey i into Judea, to raid 
from the dead his friend Lazarus ; but having by this miracle, 


performed in the preſence of many of his enemies, greatly 
_ enraged the Phariſees and rulers of the Jews, he retired to 


: Ephraim, 1 in the wilderneſs of Judea. 


Journeying From theſe parts to Jeruſalem, before the ſecond 


paſlover, he again foretold his ſufferings ; and paſſing through 


Jericho, w the neighbourhood of that town, he cured a blind 


man, and vitted Zaccheus. 


Coming in view of Jeruſalem, he lamented over it; and 


being arrived at Bethany, he ſupped with Simon the leper, 
where Lazarus was preſent, and his ſiſter Mary anointed him ; 


' which gave ſuch offence to Judas Iſcariot, that from that time 


he formed a reſolution to betray him to his enemies, who were 
now, W | than ever, intent upon putting him to death, 


; The next day he entered the city in 3 and purged 
the temple. The morning following, on his return from 
Bethany e he now War ar night) he curſed the 
5 barren 


n 


"It 
* 
SF 
3 
3 
«MS 
2 
N 
4 
2 
«2 
PI, 
1 FH 
7 
Wl 
we 3 
FH 
ö 
4+ 
. 
. 8 
Nel 
A 
> >, 
s 4 
* 75 
3 
0 
Kg 
. 
1 
8 
0 . 
EY 
* 
. 
5 ae 4 
Px 
7 
"RY 
1 
4 
* 
5 3 
n 
p 
IE 
4 =. - 
. * 
29 
. 
* 
Ie; 
2 * % 
| 18 
. 
* 
3% 
ms 
2 
2 
o $55 j& * 
IN 
1 LF 
27 
> 
3% 
1 4 
0 
"= 
Bs 
2 8 
„ 
4 
L . 
5 hee 
* * * 7 
— 24 
Ct 
75 
957 
l 
99 
. 
=> 
. 
* 
85 
25 
I 
. 
We 
2 - 
L 
* 
8 
3 
\ 
mo 
fe 
* 5 
83 
DIS. 
Re 
LN See 
8 
. 
. 
Bs 
28 
3 
ERS 
. 
8 
1 
2 
ae 
1 
a 
>& . 
"FIC 75 
Bf 2 
l 
« 1 * 
9 N 
PL IVA 
© Dag) 
1 2 ' 
ROI 
tp» 
«6 * 8 
1 
Ds 
I 
te. a 
% 
* 
1 
* 
8 


3 
** 
& 
* 
3 
8 
LS 
Woo 
8 
* NS, 2 
3 
Mg 6 rs 
eo 2 
We by 
fu” 
125 
A 
3 
2 
3 
1 
3 
EIN 
1 
* 
7 
& 4 1 
& 8 24s Kt 
123 
8 
+. 
"RY 
5 eg 
8 
EE 
"ot 5 
N 
r 
Ng 
© 
5 
* 
* 
4 
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barren fig tree (the effects of which were ſeen the next day) 
and held ny diſcourſes in the temple. 


In this: manner bs pale his time till the day before he ſuf. 
tered; on the evening of which he eat the paſſover with his diſ- 

ciples; and Judas, whole treachery he had detected, having left 
them, he inſtituted the Lord's ſupper; and then diſcourſed with 

the eleven in a moſt affectionate manner, and foretold Peter's 

: denial of him. 


Leaving the jolt in bi "Fa had 4 and perhaps 
coming in view of the mount of Olives, he diſcourſed concerning 
the true vine, gave his diſciples the promiſe of the Comforter = 
in his abſence from them; and in a folemn prayer, recommended | 
them to the c care and bleſſing of God his father. 125 = 


Being arrived at ee he v was ſeized with an 1 agony : 
in a garden; and Judas arriving with a company of armed 
men, and ſome of the Jewiſh rulers, he was conducted firſt to 
Annas, then to Caiaphas, and afterwards to Pilate ; who, after 
: ſending him to Herod, lentenced him to be crucified. 


The order of che bebte ranſations i it 1s not to my pur- 


poſe at preſent to conſider. 


Such is the order in which I would chuſe to diſpoſe the lead- 


ing events in the life of Chriſt, which the reader will perceive to 


be conſiderably different from that of Mr. Mann, and I believe 


alſo from that of all other harmoniſts. In the next ſection 1 
ſhall proceed to exhibit the reaſons of this arrangement, Or the 


evidence of the harmony. 


3 


g £ . . 
7 m_ Mow *5 — 2 82 4 tou ng Gl r Lond = N 2 — Ee ee EE a EIT IE 2 D Fo — — 
8 ARA re — at N : 8 = n Apes — * r 3 e . tn ee” ad 2 0 — — — r - 2 
—— ——— r= — ow — C — 4 Mr 5 — — — — CE 
= — —— — 5 —— — — oe = — — 7 Pen Egg un 9; 
5 2 — et To eter — — oe er * — — ons — = hm 1 = no ——_—__ ** 


— nes 4 s — 
CES — Ds e * 


| < 
— > ; a I — 
8 eee TD 


P 


. 


: 

+. 

. 

1 

1 
' 1 
. 

1 

1 

k 
| 
1 


op. OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


FEY N. XI. 


General preliminary Remar ks, relatmg to the Or der of 


the Events in | the e Goſpel uon. 


F 93 many oel Rr of the life of C brill, nich 
were probabiy once extant, four only are come down 
to us; but they are abundantly ſafficient to confirm our faith 
in the truth of the facts. The external evidence of the authen- 
ticity of theſe books is remarkably ſtrong : and an attentive. 
reader will be equally ſtruck with the internal evidence, to which 
my obſervations on the harmony of their hiſtories relate. None 
but the perſons to whom they are aſcribed, or, which is the 
ſame thing, with reſpect to us, perlons who enjoyed equal 
advantages for writing ſuch luſtories, could have compoſed 
them. 


It is the more « probabl e that they wrote from their memory, 
and therefore that they actually heard and ſaw what they relate, 
as there is not, on the face of their writings, a ſingle trace of. 
imagination, or of an attention to any thing that might ſerve to 
embelliſh their narrative. From the beginning to the end of 
all the evangeliſts, there appear no more marks: of a capacity lor 
kiction, than there are of an inclination to it. 


Two of theſe hiſtorians, Mates and John, were, in a great 


meaſure, eye witneſſes of what they relate. 7 The two others, 
Mark and Luke, were not eye witneſſes, but appear to have 


been well informed concerning their ſubject. They all, how- 


ever, ſeem to have been equally careleſs of the order of events; 
but with reſpect to the two former, nature has more than ſup- 
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plied the place of art. As the circumſtances of time and place 
are neceſſarily preſented to the mind of an eye witneſs, along 


with other circumſtances of any tranſaction, becauſe they 


were really co-exiſtent and inſeparable from it, ſo the 18 


of time and place will force themſelves upon the mind; and, 


unleſs the perſon who relates from his memory be particularly 


upon his guard, they will, even unneceſſarily. and improperly, 
7 intrude themſelves i into the narrative. | 


» 


This we ſee axcitiplibied every time that a perſon, uninſtructed 

in the arts of ſpeaking and writing, tells a ſtory ; and we have 

examples of it in the writings of Matthew and John, where 

vie perceive more characters of time, and more marks of an 
orderly narrative, in the tranſitions from ſtory to ſtory, than 
in thoſe of Mark and Luke. Mark, however, has preſerved 
more of theſe circumſtances of events than Luke; ſo many 
that I can hardly perſuade myſelf that he was not preſent, at 
leaſt, at ſome of the tranſactions. 3 


Many good reaſons may be afbigned for the _ of the 


8 of time in thoſe evangeliſts who were beſt acquainted with | 
This is by no means the moſt natural, or the beſt method 

4 2 relating events, as we ſee verified in every writer of lives, 
_ even thoſe who are the moſt methodical and exact; becauſe 


other relations have a ſtronger effect upon the mind than that of 


Lime, particularly a reſemblance. in the cauſe or effect. of any 
Incidents, 185 | 


Several eirevipitances would contribute to throw irregularity 


into a hiſtory of Chriſt, written by one who was witneſs to it, 


and had often told it. It is probable that what was called ; 
yr caching . at the denen, of carne conſiſted 
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chieſly in reciting the particulars of the life of Chriſt; ſo an 
the goſpels were the ſubſtance of the preaching, as it may be 
called, of the apoſtles and evangeliſts. In this caſe it can- 
not be ſuppoſed that they regularly began with the birth 
and ended with the death of Chriſt; but rather that ſingle 
incidents would be related occaſionally, as particular occaſions 
called for them; and, in time, all the ſlories would get quite 
other aſſociations, and be connected with one another various 
ways beſides that of the order in which they happened; and 
"INE longer they deferred writing their hiſtories, the fewer traces 
we may expect to find of this order. According to Dr. 
Lardner, the golpels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, were all | 
written about che wear: of Chriſt 64, and that of 9 825 in 68. 


The cauſes that tend to | wake the evangeliſts inattentive 8 
the order of time in which things happened, would not in the 

leaſt tend to alter or deprave the hiſtory itſelf, or make their 

teſlimony to all the fads the leſs to be depended on. For as 
every diſtin ſtory would neceſſarily be repeated 1 intire, they 
would each of them fall into one uniform method of telling | it, 
and all the parts of any ſtory would cohere perfectly, when 
the connection of the different ſtories with one another might oy 
be intirely loſt. Beſides, independent of conſtant and an c 
repetition, the contiguous part of one thing cannot but have 


a cloſer connettion in the mind that conte mplates them, than 
any two dillerent things. 


1t has been heveluby many, and elpecialty De: Henry Owen, 
f that there are evident traces of Mark and Luke having copied 

or abridged Matthew, becauſe they ſometimes make ule of the 
lame expreſſions in relating the ſame things. But it appears to 
me that every thing of this nature may very eaſily have 

ariſen ſrom the manner in which I ſuppole the goſpels 
were originally written, vez. in detached. parts. Some 


of 
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of theſe might have been committed to writing by the Apoll! og 


themſelves, and ſome by their auditors, corrected by them- 


lelves. 5 


Many of theſes detached hiſtories would, from the circum- 
ſtances in which they were written, and tranſmitted, acquire 
conhderable authority, a would me be collected by 
Mark, Luke, and others, who had a ſcheme of compiling a 
regular hiſtory. ration himſelf, knowing them to be of au- 
thority (ſome of them probably being his © en) and having no 
ambition to q iſtinguiſh himſelf as a mere writer, might adopt 


them: and thus it might come to paſs th it, thou oh the fe evan- 


gelills compiled their hiſtories inde pendemly of one another, 

they 5 7 in foine place 3 {oem to have copied“ one another, 

or ſome common original. At the ſame time that their diffe- 
rences, both W ith rel beet to the arran gement of fads, and ſeveral 
circumſtances reſpecting the facts themſelves, abundantly prove 
that Ay: had never ſeen cach others writings, 


It the Sole of Mark be an abridgement iz, that of W ; 
it is ſuch an abridgement, I will venture to ſay, as was never 
made of any other work, This appears to me to be ſo obvious, 


that I wonder how any perſon can peruſe the two hiſtories, and 
entertain the leail ſuſpicion ol it. 


The hy potheſis 0 above, of the hiſtory of Chriſt 
having been written originally in detached parts, will help us 
to account for the ſame things being ſometimes placed together 
in different goſpels, though they kad no natural connection. 


For it might happen that they were both originally contained 
in the ſame detached memoir, and had been copied from the ſame 


by more writers than one. Inſtances of this kind, which I can- 


not fo well account for in any other way, will occur in lome of 
the enſuing remarks. 
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If we conſider the immediate object of che apoſtles and evan- 
geliſts ! in preaching Chriſt, namely, to make their hearers good 
men, to affect mankind with a ſenſe of the truth and greatneſs 
of his character, that they might live in the firm belief and ex- 
pettation of his ſecond coming, we ſhall not wonder at their 
not being ſolicitous about the order of the incidents in their 


hiſtory ; for this was a circumſtance that had liule og 
tendency to produce that effect. In this ſituation of things, i 


cannot be expected that perſons who had not attended Grit, ” 


ſhould ever get a diſtin and orderly idea of the particulars of | 
his life, ſince they who once had it would be 1 in . danger 
FOE: it. _ 


= would obſerve farther, that the eonfalion that appears in 
our copies of the evangeliſts, with reſpect to the order of time, 
may have ariſen in part from the tranſþofe Hon of paragraphs | 
and ſections in their works; nor is it difficult to account for 
this kind of diſorder. The evangeliſts having had no experience 
in writing books, and, except Luke, perhaps not having at 
firſt intended to write the liſe of their maſter in ſo full a manner 
as they have done, it is not improbable that they might write it, 
and even ſuffer it to be copied, in detached parts. Or, when they ö 
had completed their firſt plans, they might, on farther conſi- 
deration, and more perfect recollection, compoſe additional 
parts, and give directions where to inſert them in the former 


copies; which directions may have been miſtaken by the per- 


ſons whole copies have been tranſmitted to us. Or the writers 
| themſelves, when they had made thoſe additions, might not be 
very attentive to the place in which they inſerted them ; as 


nothing, that they could imagine to be or any conſequence, 
SR upon it. 


That none of the imperfect books are come down to1 us isno 
wonder, as every perſon, who was poſſeſſed of a copy, would 
be 
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be deſirous to make it complete, and ſuch copies only would be 
uſed by tranſcribers. Nor is it at all difficult to conceive how 
a copy, not the moſt perfect i in point of arrangement, migit 
come to be univerſally followed, when it was recommended 
by ſome higher conſideration. Even the early verſions may 
have been various with reſpett to the arrangement of facts at 
firſt, and the order of the prevailing, | or landard copies of 
the original Greek have been afterwards adopted by the 
tranſcribers of them. I would alſo reſer my readers, ſor other 
cauſes of tranſpoſition, to what Virgilius has obſerved on that 


ſabjett, 1n the Theological Repoſitory, vol. 1. p. 45. Kc. 


-On all theſe. accounts, aharher Ibe lat as a bold and 8 
raſh critic or not, I think I may have reaſon and natural pro- 
bability on my ſide, when I venture to tranſpoſe ſome parts of 
the evangelical hiſtory as it ſtands at prelent, at by this means 
the lacts have a better connection. £ 


Theſe obſervations reſpeR the goſpels of Mathew 10 John = 
only. The irregularities of Mark and Luke may be accounted 
for without any ſuch hypotheſis. It ſeems highly probable that 
Luke was never himſelf acquainted with the order of the occur- 
rences, though he took pains to inquire concerning the truth 
of the fats, and arranged them in the belt manner that he 
could, 


J alſo pay but little regard to the order of Matthew's golpel, 
before the hiſtory of his own call to attend upon Jeſus; and it 
is remarkable that, before that event, this ev angeliſt has as few 
notes of time, or other marks of an orderly narrative as Luke. 
Of this circumſtance any perſon may ſatisfy himſelf, who will 
take the pans to look into his e wich chat vicw. 


FF 
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In many caſes I am by no means ſatisfied with the attempts of 
any of the harmoniſts, that I have ſeen, to reconcile the diffe- 
rent accounts of what was manifeſtly the ſame tranſaction. 
There appear to me evident marks of the hiſtorians having 
| conceived differently concerning the circumſtances of them, 


and I ſhall be far from concealing: any of the obſervations I 
have made of this kind. I have obſerved before, that ſuch 


- variations are favourable to the credibility of the W 


In ſome caſes, however, though the ſtories are told i in a very 


different manner, the inconſiſtencies are only ſceming ones, 
and when examined more cloſely will be found to vaniſh, I 
would gladly have taken ſome pains on this ſubject, but that I 
find I have been more than ſufficiently anticipated by my pre- 
deceſſors in the buſineſs of harmonizing. There is more room 
for being original in obſerving, or even in acknowledging, the 
5 variations and ſeeming contradictions in che different evan- 


Wo el. 


Notwithſtanding all el ſources of 5 and diſorder 


in the evangelical hiftory, it ſeems very poſlible for a perſon, 


who carefully attends to the nature of the events, and who will 


collect and compare all the notes of time, and other connec- 


tions of particular events, that have been preſerved by any of 
them, to reduce the narrative pretty nearly to its proper order. 


In order to this, I have made Matthew 0d Job my princi- 85 


pal guides, and have not departed from the order of events in 


either of them, unleſs when the account of one of them is con- 
trary both to thoſe of Mark and Luke, and alſo not fo probable 


in itſelf, But I have made the leſs difficulty of departing from 
the order of events in our copics of Matthew and John, where 
1 thou glt there was reaſon to luſpect that the ports: of their nar- 


r atives 
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ratives may have been tranſpoſed; and if this treatment will 
reſtore Matthew or John to the order of both Mark and Luke, 
I cannot but conſider It as an argument. in lavour of the tranſ. 
Poſition. 
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TT is evident, from 1 i. 33, that John the Baptiſt did 55 
know Jeſus till he ſaw the ſpirit of God deſcending and re- 
maining upon him, and yet it is equally evident from Matt. iii. 
13, that John did know Jeſus when he came to his baptiſm, 
and before that deſcent of the ſpirit which immediately fol- 
lowed his baptiſm, mentioned by himſelf, as well as by Mark 
and Luke; and yet none of the evangeliſts ſpeak of any inter- 
courſe chat they had together before his e 
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To reconcile this, ſome 1976 ſuppoſed a deſcent of the ii 1 
upon Jeſus ſeen by John ſome time before his baptiſm. But l 
cannot ſay that this appears to me to be an caly ſolution of the 
1 difficulty. Beſides one would imagine from the narrative of 
1 Matthew, who relates this converlation between Jeſus and E 
that he came directly from L. on E that he miglu be 
5 bapt led, 
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baptiſed, leaving no room for any intervening acquaintance. 


Then cometh Jeſus from Galilee to n unto John to 
8 baptiſed of him.“ 
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I own I do not ſee how to reconcile the different accounts of 

the evangeliſts relating to this circumſtance in any manner that 5 

gives me entire ſatisfaction. That John knew Jeſus by ſone 

powerful impreſſion upon his mind when he preſented himſelf. E 

to be baptiſed, which Dr. Doddridge ſuppoſes, Family Expo- 1 

M lor, vol. 1, p. 101, appears to me not ſufficiently reconcileable = 

with what John himſelf ſays, vez. that he did not KNOW him „„ 
NE by a lign . heaven. 


$ 2. 07 the Time when Fe eſus cured Peter's Wi fs Mother. 


2 bee befire: that, in that part 55 che evangelical hiſtory ; 

which precedes the call of Matthew, there are few traces of an 

orderly connection of events in his goſpel. Since Mark, there- 

fore, has inſerted the notes of time belonging to that part of 

the hiſtory with remarkable particularity, for a perſon who is 

not ſuppoſed to have been preſent, I prefer his order,  etpectally 
where | it is the ſame with that of Luke. 


Mark, for example, 1 is ſo expreſs | in ſaying that Jeſus cured 
Peter's wife's mother on the ſabbath after his arrival at Caper- 
naum, and the very ſame day on which he cured the demoniac 
in the ſynagogue, and per formed thoſe other aſtoniſhing miracles 
which occaſioned his great reputation in thoſe parts, and made 
it inconvenient to him to continue in the town any longer, that 
I cannot but adopt his order, in preference to that of Maithesy ; 
who mentions thoſe events later in the hiſtory, but before the 

time of his own call to attend Jeſus. 
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8 3. Of the Time when Jeſus vifited Naz ar el V. 


Matthew, after mentioning Jeſus' 8 leaving Judea to go into 


Galilee, ſays, iv. 13. And leaving Nazareth, he came and 


dwelt in Capernaum; which ſeems to imply that Jeſus made, 


"wt leaſt, a ſhort ſtay at Nazareth before his arrival at Caper- 
naum. But it appears to me, that when Jeſus left Judea to go 
into Galilee, after the firſt paſſover, he either was not at Na- 
ꝛzareth at all, or only Juſt went through it in his way to Cana, 
from which pikce it is certain he went to Capernaum. „ 


John . no mention of Teas $ being at- N 1 thou gh 


he is very particular in reciting the events of the firſl paſſover, 
and the ſeveral ſtages and incidents of his progreſs from Jeru- 


ſalem to Capernaum at chat time, which a are omitted by all the ” 
other e 5 1 


Fee is kind of ein 3 hs 43d and the FEY 


verſe of the fourth Chapter of John, which can only be ſupplied 
by ſuppoſing the evangeliſt had mentioned, or at leaſt taciily 
referred to Jelus's not chuſing to call, or at lealt not N to 


make any Bay at Nazareth at this time. 


Toh! IV. 43: Now or [wo days he departed thence, and went 


into Calle. 


[But he did not go to Nazareth. * 


44. Tor J himfol tif ed, that a prophet 13 no honour = 


1 [1.5 OWN country. 


. Then when, he 1 Was come into Galilee the Galileans rec! wed 
5 | : hum, 
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him, having ſeen, all the things that he did at e ö for 
they aifo went unto the feaft. 


46. So 22 came again into Cana, &c. 


The evangelifl's mentioning the Galileans receiving Jeſus as 


ſoon as he came into their country, doth but ill agree with what 
Jeſus himſelf obſerved, in the verſe preceding, that a prophet . 


has no honour in his own country, but upon the ſuppolition, 


that thoſe he firſt applied. to were not his . ok 


: N azareth. 


- Beſides, the nobleman of Capernaum, who is ſaid to have 
ſet out to meet our Lord as ſoon as he heard of his arrival in 


Galilee, went to Cana; lo that it is not probable that he had 


heard of his being, or at leaſt of his intention, or attempt to 
make any ſtay at Nazareth. And the cure of this nobleman's 
ſon is expreſsly ſaid by John iv. 54, to have been the ſecond 
miracle that Jelus performed after his arrival in Galilee from 


Judea; meaning, probably, from the time of his being baptiſed; 


and that the ficlt miracle Was chat at Cana of ae the water 


into wine. 


1 he miracles related by Mark v. 2g, Sc. and which were 


performed at Capernaum, ſeem to have been the more imme— 


diate occaſion of Jeſus's great fame in Galilee, and there- 
fore muſt have been performed ſoon alter his arrival i in that 


| COUNTY» 


It is poſſible, after al, that by leaving Nazar el (Ace tt 


Nez) Matthew might mean his having left it, or the family 


having quitted their habitation there, ſome time before; for 
the participle being of the a tenſe, it ought. to have been 


rendered and having left Nazareth. 


| Or 


DOES. 
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Or it may mean paſſing by Nazareth, i. e. not chuſing to 


call there, he went rather to CApernaum, 


- Luke, indeed, ſeems to have imagined that Jeſus preached 
a ſabbath in Nazareth, when they attempted his life, before his 
going to Capernaum ; but it is much more probable, from 
the accounts of both Matthew and Mark, that the time when 
I Jeſus was rejected by the people of Nazareth was ſome time after 
he had been at Capernaum ; and upon the whole, it appears 
to me to have been juſt before the miſſion of the Twelve, and 
not long before his leaving Galilee to go to the leaſt of Pen- 
tecoſt. „ 


- Belides: Linne s own account, compared 1 itſelf only, has 
not the marks of perfect conſiſtency ; for, according to him, 
our Lord ſays to the people of Nazareth, W 23. Xe will ſay, : 
Whatever we have heard done in Cabernaum, do alſo here in tune 
own country. If this could have been ſaid before he had been 
at Capernaum, it muſt have been by way of prophecy, con- 
cerning what he was to do there, and what they would ſay 
to him afterwards, which I think is not an ealy 1 interpretation. 
The mention that Luke makes of his arrival at Capernaum, 
alter his rejection at Nazareth, has all the marks of its being his 
firſt arrival at that place, iv. 31, And he came down to Caper- 


naum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the ſubbath-day ; 


and they were aſtoniſhed at his dodrine, | for hts word was with 


power. Theſe were evidently the effects of their firſt hearing 


him. 


0 1; At 1021 Time | Fejus enter ed Capernaum. | | 


It is not quite certain whether Jeſus had entered Capernaun 


before the call of Peter, &c. or not. It he had, it ſhould leem 
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that hie could not have made any ſtay there before that tranſ⸗ 
action, or have done any thing to oaks him conſpicuous (except 


the cure of the nobleman's ſon performed at Cana) for it was 


on the ſabbath after the call of Peter that his very great ſame 
in that place commenced. Matthew mentions his dwelling at 

Caper naum before the call of Peter, but Mark doth not men- 
tion his entring that city till after that event. One would 
naturally conclude from the account of Mark, that Jefus, tra- 
velling from Cana towards Capernaum, came to ſome part of 


the ſea coaſt, where he met with Peter and the other diſciples, 


and having called them to attend him, entered with them into | 


; the ny; Jon before the commencement ot the labbath- day. 


4 5. 9% the call of Peter, Sc 2 attend 75 fs. 


Lok ſpeaks of the call of Peter, Cc. as an event ſubſequent 
to our Lord's preaching i in Capernaum and the neighbouring 
towns, and mentions the additional circumſtance of the mira- 

_ eulous draught of fiſhes as preceding their call. Thoſe diſciples . 
certainly attended Jeſus before the ſabbath on which he healed 
Peter's wife s mother; and they can hardly be ſuppoſed to have 
been called i in the very ſame manner (our Lord uſing the very 

5 ſame words) twice. If the firſt call, related by Matthew and 


Mark, was not effectual, there ſeems to have been nothing 


in the ſecond, ſuppoſed by ſome to be related by Luke, to ; 
make it more ſo. I therefore ſuppoſe that they had only one- 
call to attend Chriſt after his arrival in Galilee. Indecd, from- 


the mannerin which Luke relates the circumſtances of this call, 


5 it is evident that he had no idea of any other call having preceded ; 


It muſt be obſerved that Peter and Andrew, and perhaps 


| 133 and John alſo, had been the diſciples. of Jeſus in Judea, 5 


and therefore were prepared to obey his call. 
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& 6. of the Sermon on the Mount. 


The Acourte commonly called the fin o the mount, 


related Matt. v. vi and vii, and the diſcourſe related Luke vi. 


20, Sec. called by ſome the er mon on the plain, agree in ſo 
many circumſtances, both in the ſubject of them, and the 
incidents attending them m, that I have no doubt that they were - 
the lame. They both followed our Lord' J having retired to a 
mountain, were addreſſed to the diſciples, in the prelence of 
- multitudes allembled from the ſame places. They begin and 
end with the ſame words, and there is no other difference in 
the contents of them, but that the diſcourſe in Matthew is 
fuller, and has ſeveral things omitted by Luke. Both the dif- 
courſes. are followed by Jeſus's going into Capernaum, and 5 
healing the Centurion's ſervant. Any perlon, and eſpecially 


one in the circumſtance Of a public teacher, may well be ſup— 


poled to have occaſion to repeat the ſame diſcourſes, but that o 

many of the ſame 2ncidents ſhould attend the ſame diſcourle i is 
not probable. Matthew's laying that Jeſus was /at down after 
he had gone up the mountain, and Luke's ſaying that he ſtood. 
on the plain when he healed the ſick before the diſcourſe, are 


no inconſiſtencies ; or, if they were, are of no moment at all, 


_ conlidering that we do not know that either of theſe e e | 
were preſent. It is not, however, improbable but that Matthew, 
who lived in that neighbourhood, might be one of the nultitade 
that attended on the occaſion, and his relating the diſcourſe 
0 eee and fully i 15 much! in favour of this conjecture. 


With reſpect to the circumſtances preceding the Eats. 


they were, perhaps, as follows : Jelus had been up in the moun- 


tain, along with his diſciples, but ſeeing the multitudes at the 


Hoot of it, he came down among them on the plain, and healed _ 
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their ſick; and then went a little way up the hill, or aſcended ſome 


eminence at the foot of it, for the advantage of being better 


heard, while he diſcourſed to the people {till OY on the 


; 3 5 


It is very » poſſible, as Mr. W hiſton ſuppoſes (lee his Hin mon, 
| p. 127; ) that the Lord's prayer might be delivered to the apof- 


tles twice, once in the courſe of the ſermon on the mount, and 
afterwards in the circumſtances mentioned by Luke. I have 
placed them together for the ſake of compariſon, eſpecially as 


there is nothing very particular in the connection in which : 
+ Luke introduces! it. 


& 7. Where the Laber was cured. 


According to Luke, the leprous perſon, who applied to 


our Lord after the ſermon on the mount, was cured in a certain 


city; but according to Matthew, it was after he came down 
from the mountain, and before he entered into Capernaum. 


It probably happened in ſome other town that he went through, | 


in his way to Capernaum. 


ry 8. of the Time ; when Matthew WAS called to altend Teſus. 


From the time that Maithew was called: to aitend upon our 


Lord, I think his authority indiſputably preferable to that of 
Mark or Luke, or even to them both. I have, therefore, 
adopted his account of the order of events on the day that he 
was called, the particulars of which he can leaſt of all be fuppoſed 
ever to have forgotten. He ſays, ix. 18, that it was while Jeſus. 


was talking with the diſciples of John, after dining at his houſe, 


- that ou came to deſire him to cure his daughter. But both 
Mark 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 85 
Mark and Luke expreſsly ſay, that Jairus met him with this 


requelt as he landed, after having been over the ſea, where he 
had ſtilled the tempeſt, and cured the demoniacs among the 


tombs; and they mention the call of Matthew a conſidera- 
ble time before. 1 | 


Jy 9. Of! the Sabbath on ; rohich the Difeibles plucked lhe Ea ars 5 
| Corn, Sc. 5 5 


According to PEN AY the Keb on en he diſciples 
| plucked the ears of corn, was not the ſame with that on which 
| Jeſus reſtored the withered hand in the ſynagogue. But it 
{ſhould ſeem that Matthew and Mark, according to the caſieſt 


conſtruction of their language, ſuppoſe both thele events to | 
have happened. on the lame day. 


Alter reciting the diſcourſe in he's corn- TAY AY Matthew fo, : 
Xii. 9, And when ſie was dehar ted thence [1. e. probably from 
the corn- elde he went into their ſynagogue, i. e. the ſyna- 

gogue belon ging to the ſame Jews with whom he had been diſ-. 
courling. And Mark, after reciting the ſame diſcourſe, ſays. 

ili. 1, And entering again unto their ſynagogue, as if he had 

been there before on th ſame day. And, according to Re- 
land, the Jews did allemble 1 in their ſynagogues both morning 

and evening, on the ſabbath, as well as on certain other days. 

I therefore ſuppoſe the two ſabbaths mentioned by Luke (who 
certainly was not ſo well informed as Matthew, and probably 

not ſo well as Mark) to have been only one. The 1 meaning of 
the word de eg he is ſo very uncertain, that no interpretation 

of it can afford a ſufficient foundation for the diſpoſition of the 
fact to which it relates. Mr. Whiſton renders it the fi ſabbath 
aſter the ſecond day of the paſſover. But it is not probable that 

Jeſus could have returned from Jeruſalem into Galilee ſo foon ; 

as 


WG OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


as this fabbath muſt, in general, have been, within the ſeven 


ny of the feat. 


8 10. of the D jrowſe concerning the Sin again the Holy Glo. 


The diſcourſe concerning the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is 


; introduced by Luke after his account of the cure of the dumb 


demoniac, which is related by Matthew ix. 22, Sc. But this 


evangeliſt introduces it after the cure of a demoniac that was 
both blind and dumb, mentioned X11. 22, Oc. I have followed < 
the order of Matthew. It is poſlible, however, that they may 
not really differ; as the demoniac mentioned by Luke might 
have been blind as well as dumb, though he has not mentioned 


that circumſtance. 85 


$ 1 1. - Of th the Time when * Moth: 1 Brethren of I, us in- 


e for lam. 


1 (viii. 19) Ne our Lord's mother and brethren 
inquizing for him after he had related the parable of the ſower, 


but according to Matthew and Mark, this inquiry was made 


after the diſcourſe concerning the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
which the former of theſe evangeliſts ſays was delivered in the 


former part of the ſame day. In favour of the probability of 


the former it may be ſaid, that, being pretty late in the day, 
his relations might think he would be quite exhauſted; and in 
favour of the latter, that his ſubject would lead him to ſpeak 


_ with peculiar earneſtneſs and vehemence. Luke ſeems not to 


have ſuppoſed that the parable of the ſower was delivered from 
a ſhip. 
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. 1 . Of the Olfervation concerning the Candle and the 


B uſhet, _ 


The obſervatron concerning the candle and the buſhel, and 
the admonitions, Take heed how ye hear, and To him that hath 
/hall more be given, follow one another in the ſame order in 
Mark and Luke; and are in both introduced after the parable T 
ol the ſower. In Mark they are ſucceeded by another parable 
concerning ſowing. But in Matthew all the above menti- 
oned particulars make part of the ſermon on the mount. I 
make no difficulty of admitting that our Lord might repeat 
the ſame obſervations and admonitions again and again; but 1 
do not think that the place aſſigned to theſe in Mark and Luke 
is quite natural. But that both theſe writers, who, I am per- 
ſuaded, had not ſeen cach other's goſpels till they had compoſed 
their own, ſhould arrange theſe things, that appear to have 
File or no connection, in the ſame order, is rather remark- 
able. It is not, however, the only inſtance of the kind, that 


will occur to a perſon who {hall attentively peruſe the goſpels. I 
fometimes think that theſe ſeemingly odd coincidences may have 


ariſen from their having ſeen one another's goſpels, aſter they. 
had written their own, and adding from the others but in 
their own words and manner) what they thought proper; or 
they might both make uſe of ſuch notes of detached parts of 


the hiſtory of Jeſus, taken from the mouths of the Apoſtles, as. 
might contain them both. 4 


9 13. 8 what followed the Parable of the Sowers 


Mark favs. Iv. 8 that aſter Jeſus had reden the parable 


ol che lower, Sc, from the p they took hum even As he WAS: 
n. 
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88 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
in the flip; that at this time he ſlilled the tempeſt, and, 


landing on the other ſide, cured the demoniacs. But, according 
to Matthew, xiii. 96. Jeſus went into a houſe after deliver- 
ing thoſe parables, and the voyage croſs the ſea, when he 
cured the demoniacs, had happened before. Both thoſe 


writers are very expreſs in noting theſe very different cir- 


cumſtances of this tranſaction. I have adhered to the account 


e Matthew, as unqueſtionably an eye witnels. 


SECTION l. 


5 Oljervations concerning the Time of the Mi i on of the 
Twelve, 


AS Manon makes no mention of any appointment of the 
Twelve before the time when they were ſent out to preach, 
and both Mark and Luke exprelsly ſay, that they were called 
70 be with our Lord, ſome time before, with a view to their 
future miſſion ; Ihave ſupplied the defect of Matthew from thoſe 
other Evangeliſts: and I have preferred Mark's account of che 
time of this event to that of Luke, becauſe, according to the 


latter, it preceded the ſermon on the mount, when, according 


to Matthew, who muſt have been the beſt informed in this 
caſe, he himſelf was not called to attend upon Jeſus. And 
as both Mark and Luke expreſsly ſay that he then choſe twelve, 
I can hardly think that he choſe no more than eleven at that 
time, and afterwards made the number twelve by the call of 
Matthew. 


It 


e 
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It will be no objection to the appointment of the Twelve at 
this time, that their miſſion followed ſo ſoon after; for, in fact, 
all the Twelve, except Matthew, had actually attended Jeſus 
ever ſince his firſt appearance in Galilee; and as Matthew ſeems | 
to have reſided at Capernaum, it is probable that he had both 
heard and ſeen much of Jelus, and particularly that he had 
heard the ſermon on the mount, which was delivered in that 


nei ä 


t tends to PET Ion fie: ſuppoſition of his being the time 
; when the apoſtles were really appointed, that the 7 welve are 
LY never mentioned in the account of any tranſaction previous to 255 
munis time of their nomination, though that expreſſion doth « oc- 
= cur alterwards, as Mark „„ 


I have choſen, however, to e from the authority of Mat- 
thew, at leaſt from the preſent order of his goſpel, with reſpect | 
to the time of the million of the Twelve, and the i inquiry that 
John made concern him, which 1 is connected with 1 it. 


Matthew places theſe « events immediately afier choſe of the 
ay in which he himſelf was called, and before the account 
of the diſciples plucking the ears of corn; and conſequently . 
conſiderable time before our Lord's arrival at Nazareth, where 
Mark and Luke place it. I prefer the order of Mark and Luke 
for the following reaſons. „% coop 5 


15 According to the preſent order of Matthew, the miſſion 
of the Twelve: follows the call of Matthew fo cloſely, that 
it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that, ſimple as the buſineſs of their 
preaching then was, he could be ſufficiently inſtructed for the 
purpoſe of his million. Indeed, according to this order, che 
other eleven had not been called more than a few days before, 
and therefore cannot be ſuppoſed- to have been much beuer 


__— — IECIAREEG — F „ 
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qualified; whereas, upon my hy potheſis, the Twelve had be en 
appointed, and had attended BOON" our Lord much longer. 


2. According to the pat Hecker of kae ate.” 
Jeſus pronounces the woe upon Chorazin and other places in 
that neighbourhood, x1. 20. before he had made one half of 
his ſtay 1 in Galilee for that time; whereas it is more natural to 
ſuppoſe, with Mark and Luke, that he pronounced 1 it juſt be- 
fore his taking leave of Galilee, in order to go to Jeruſalem, 
when the inhabitants of thoſe cities had had more opportunities 
of ſecing his miracles, and hearing his inſtructions. 


"Upon the whole: 1 think it eaſier to ſuppoſe a connfootition. 
of thoſe parts of Matthew's goſpel, than that this evangeliſt 
ſhould give an account of things ſo much leſs natural and pro- 
bable than Mark and Luke; and I think that ſeveral arguments 

may be drawn from the ſtate of Matthew's goſpel itelt, in fa- 
vour of a tranſpoſition of all that intervenes between ch. ix. 34, 
and the end of the eleventh chapter; and to conclude, that it 
was ; originally placed at the end of the thirteenth d 


3. Not the leaſt objection e can ariſe to this tranſpoſition from 
comparing the preſent connection of the part to be tranſpoſed 
with the new connection, but, on the contrary, ſomething in 
favour of it; as Jeſus $ going about teaching in the cities and 
villages, 1x. 35. and ſending out his apoſtles, ſeems more na- 
turally to follow his being rejected at Nazareth, a country in 
which he had not preached before, and where he knew that Ins 
ſtay was to be very ſhort, than any thing that is related ante- 
cedent to it in the W arrangement. 


4. The tranſpoſition is is more ks accounted for by conſider- 
ing, that the very ſame words, at that time ( eine Tw rei) fol- 


low the tranſpoſed parts, both in their preſent ſituation and 
N e 1 — 
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: HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 9 
iin 1 that in which I w ould: place them. There is alſo ſomething 
= ſimilar in the ſenſe of what precedes the preſent and the ſuppoſed . 

7 place of theſe tranſpoſed parts. For, as they now ſtand, they | 

+ follow the account of the unbelief of the Phariſees, who aſcribed 

b the miracles of Jeſus to the prince of demons ; and where 1 

5 would place them, they would follow the account of the 

: unbelief of his own countrymen, who, becaule they knew his 

bo family, could not conceive e how he ſhould be lo much dillin- 

; . 
© Matthew's account, as it now flands, 15 ich a contradiction | 
to that of Mark and Luke, as one would chule to avoid, if it 
could be done without much violence to the text. Mark and 
Luke are expreſs i in aſſerting, that the Twelve returned from 
their miſſion on the day that Jeſus fled from Herod, and juſt 
before the feeding of the five thouſand. If this were fo, it mult. 
be contrary to Auth to repreſent the Twelve as in company 
with our Lord in any tranſaction that intervened between their 
miſſion and this retreat ; but in this interval Matthew places 
the ſtory of the corn- field, and many other tranſactions, in 
; which the diſciples (among whom, I believe, it is univerſally ſup- 
0 poſed, in this caſe, that the Twelve are included, if they 
| were not principally. meant) are re expreſsiy ſaid to have been 
] with him. | „ ES: 
Z 6. Matthew himſelf ſeems to mention a return of the Twelve. 

- as after ſome ſeparation, at the time of this retreat, though 

; not ſo particularly as Mark and Luke, Matt. xiv. 5. And 

; when il was even, the diſciples came unto him. And it is the 

. more probable that the return aſter their miſſion was intended, * 

1 ſince Matthew makes no other mention of their return, and | 

? it is at the very ſame time preciſely which the other evange- 

f lifts fix for their return. : 
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” When Jeſus fled from Herod, after the death of John, not 
only do Mark and Luke repreſent him as being without his 
dilciples, but Matthew alſo ſeems to ſuppoſe him in the ſame 

_ circumſtances; for he ſays, xiv. 12. And when Feſs heard it 
ne departed thenee, and the people followed HIM. But if the 
diſciples were with him at this time, as Matthew, acc ording to 
the preſent order of his goſpel, repreſents, ſince no ſeparation 
is mentioned, they mult have been with him then allo, contrary 
to the an ae aſſertion of the other evangelills. 


8 Admining this tranſpoſition, all the neighbouring events 
in the hiſtory of Jeſus have an eaſy connection, and all the 
three evangeliſts agree in their arrangement of them; all of 
them repreſenting the cure of the ſick of the palſy, and the call 
of Matthew as preceding the ſabbath on which the diſciples 
plucked the ears of corn; that about this time the Twelve were 
appointed, and that upon our Lord's removal to Nazareth, and 
: being rejetted there, he went to preach 1 in other cities and vil- 
lages; and that not having been in their neighbourhood ſince the 
commencement of his public miniſtry, and ſeeing great multi- 
tudes in want of inſtruction, he ſent the Twelve, two and two, 
to preach to them. This contributed to ſpread the fame of 
Jeſus more than ever. John at this time ſent to enquire con- 
cerning him. Herod allo was alarmed, and probably threatening 
to ſeize him and his diſciples, who were all in his territories, 
they all flee out of his dominions into thoſe of his brother Philip, 
and meet the ſame day. Upon this ſuppoſition, allo, the woe 
pronounced upon Chorazin, Sc. is late and ſcaſonable, as was 
obſerved before. 


4 Whatever be thought of this propoſed tranſpoſit ion, the 
order of Mark and Luke 1s certainly much more natural and 
_ probable than the preſent order of Matthew; which, conſider- 
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ing that Matthew was preſent 1 in all the tranſactions, and the 


other evangeliſts not, is not eaſily accounted for. 


SECT 10N xiv. 


Dffernations on the: Order of Events ; From. the M Non 0 
the Troelbe Apoſiles to e act goa? Entry into 


1 77 uſalem. 
1. of the Duration of John's e 


8 Matthew connefts the inquiry that John made concern- 


ing Jeſus immediately with the miſſion of the apoſtles, 
and Mark (vi. 14,) connects the alarm of Herod at the miracles 
of Jeſus with the ſame event, it is probable that John was put 


to death ſoon after his ſending thoſe diſciples; and ſuppoling 


that he lived till their return, he died in the fulleſt ſatisfaction 
concerning the miſſion of Jeſus, that himſelf or his diſciples 
could want. As John was thrown into priſon preſently gp . 


the paſſover, and was beheaded a little before Pentecoſt, 
may be concluded that he lay in priſon about five weeks. 


§ 2. of the Time when Je 5 bronounced the Woe | on the Ciltc 
of Galilee. 


Luke repreſents our Lord as- pronouncing the woe upo1 


Chorazin, Sc. in the hearing © of the ſeventy diſciples, afte: 


giving 
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giving 1 them their inſlruQtions; but according to Matthew, ki. 
20, 1t was pronounced 1 in the hearing of the people, after the 
diſcourſe concerning John, when the Twelve were not with 


him. It is not improbable but that our Lord might have uſed 


the ſame expreſſions more than once or twice. I Tiave inſerted 


this diſcourſe where I ſuppoſe it was firſt uc Luke might 
introduce it where he has done, as being moſt pertinent on our 


Lords taking his final leave of Galilee. 


1f it be ſaid that our Lord $ exclamatibn againſt the cities 09 
| Galilee, which had not hearkened to his inſtructions, comes 
too ſoon alter his arrival in Galilee from Judea, being not 


more than four weeks; I anſwer that, beſides that one ſolemn 


exhortation delivered in each of the places particularly men- 
tioned would ſufficiently authorize. it, our Lord had been in 
Galilee before the paſſover, having at Cana changed the water 
into wine. Beſides, this folemn denunciation mi ght refer to 
what would be the conſequence of all his preaching 1 in Galilee, | 
which continued till the feaſt of Tabernacles, that is, all the ſum- 
mer or the beſt part of the year: and being delivered at this 
time, 1t might be kindly intended as an admonition to chem, : 


with reſpect to his future preaching to them. 


9 3. Whither the Di Diſciples went aſter the SOREN o . Five 
Thouſand. - 


5 Mark ſays, vi. 45, that Jeſus, aſter . the five thouſand, 
ſent the diſciples by ſhip to Beth/aida. John lays, vi. 17, 
it was towards Capernaum ; but both thoſe places were on the 


lame de of the lake, and not far from one another. 
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0 4: of Feſuss Jow ney to offer uſalen al the Feaſt of Pentecoft. 


Since Matthew, Mark. and Luke omit any mention of 
Jeſus's going to Jeruſalem at the feaſt of Pentecoſt, it ſeems 
probable that he went alone, and that he made no long ſtay. 

In the fifth chapter of John, where only we have any account 


of this journey, it is ſaid that Jeſus went up, but his diſciples 
are not ſo much as mentioned 1 in the whole chapter. Perhaps 
he did not perform that Journey on foot, that he might be as 
little as poſſible from Galilee, to which country he ſeems to 


have devoted all the firſt part of the year, viz. from the paſlo- 
ver to the feaſt of Tabernacles. His dilciples, 11 they did go 
to the feaſt, might travel in the lame manner, and perhaps be 


diſperſed among their acquaintance in Jeruſalem, 


bs ; 5 of the Pr oher black for the Rede 3 by Lake 


Ae ch. ix. 51, 0 Xvili. 14. 


From ch. ix. *1, to xviii. 14. Luke 83 to 1 what 


paſſed after Jeſus took his final leave of Galilee, in order to 


reſide chiefly in Judea, during the remainder of his miniſterial 
year. This appears to me ſuffic ently to account for the man- 


ner in which this part of his hiſtory is introduced, And it came. 


| to paſs when the time was come that he ſhould be received up, 
If we refer thele incidents to the feaſt of Dedication, we {lil de- 
part from the literal ſenſe of the words (on the moſt probable 
ſuppoſition, that e224: means his aſcenſion to the Father, aſter 


the completion of his miniſtry) and it is impoſſible to find room 


for them in the hiſtory ſubſequent to Ins journey to Jeruſalem, 


at the laſt paſſover, when only the time was actually come that 


he ſhould be received up. 


755 5 Beſides, 
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Beſides, in this part of his work, Luke ſeems to relate, 


without much regard to the order of time, a number of inſtruc- 
eons and parables, many of which muſt have been delivered 
before either the ſending out, or the return of the Seventy, 


mentioned x. 17. This evangeliſt, however, ſeems to have 


imagined, that they were all delivered about the time of his 


laſt departure from Galilee to Jeruſalem, I 1 


Thoſe of theſe incidents and diſcourſes, that cannot be pa- 
rallelled in Matthew, or any other evangeliſt, I thought I could 


not do better than throw all together, between the feaſt of 'Ta- 


bernacles (at, or ſoon after which, the Seventy probably re- 
turned) and the ſeaſt of Dedication. e _ 


$ 6. Of the Parable of the Muſtard Seed and of the Leaven. 


The parables of the muſtard ſeed, and of the leaven, men- 
tioned Luke xiii. 18, are related in different circumſtances by 
Matthew; but as they are mentioned by Luke in immediate 
connection with the account of our Lord's travelling towards 


Jeruſalem, it may 2 be moſt adviſeable to repeat them 
in a complete harmony. 


5 the Dijcou fe concerning 5 a Man's Father and 
- Mother. 


There is a paſſage, parallel to that of Luke x1v. 25. con- 


cerning a man's hating his father and mother, Sc. in Matt. xvi. 
32. In Matthew, however, it 1s related as ſpoken to his diſ- 


ciples in private, but 1 in Luke to a great multitude. 
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9 8. Of the Diſcourſes delivered beyond Jordan. 


Ihe diſcourſes recorded Matt. xix 3 3. &c. appear, by their 
connection, to have been delivered beyond Jordan; and they 
allo appear to have immediately preceded Jeſus's laſt journey 
to Jeruſalem, We muſt, therefore, ſuppoſe the evangelilt 
omitted all that paſſed between our Lord's leaving this coun- 
try to his return to it, mentioned by John only. From their 
introduction in Matthew and Mark, they would ſeem to have 
been delivered immediately upon his firſt arrival in that 
country from Galilee (Matt. xix. Mark x. 1) but as the 
concluſion of them 1s immediately netted: with the ac- 
count of his laſt journey from theace to Jeruſalem, every. 
incident of which muſt have made the deepeſt impreſſion on 
their memories, I chink it moſt . chat they were  delt- 
vered chen. 1 


3 9. Of the Place hs * 1 Infants were br ought lo Fes 


Acc -ording to Mathew 1 1 the 1 were brought 


to Jeſus. and the queſtion concerning eternal life was alked £ 
beyond Jordan; but Luke (xvi. 15). "repreſents them as han- 
pening only in the way to Jeruſalem, without mentioning the 
country beyond Jordan. This evangeliſt ſeems not to have 
imagined that Jeſus went thither at all, in his journey from 
Galilee : for he only mentions his paſſing through Samaria, 
though he doth mention his coming to Jericho, which was 


mn: I» way from beyond Jordan, and not in lis * ay throug? 
Samar. 
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\ 10. O/ the Blind Man cured by Jeſus near r Jericho. | 


The blind man, according to Luke xvii. 25. (comparcc A with 
Nix. 1 ) was cured before joſus entered Jericho, whereas Mat- 
thew lays cxpreſsly, XXVi. 29. that the miracle was perform; cd. 


as they departed fr om Jericho. This evangeliſt, who was pr relent nt 
Is moſt t to be depended on. 


Pilkington, indeed, maintains that the word +; 555.49 may ſig- 


nily lo Fo near, as well as to approach; and in pro ol of this 


he fays that Luke uſes the ſame word when he is deſcribing 


bi laſt entry of Jeſus into Jerulalem, when he ſays 270 es 
p71 cu Bevery, as he was near tO Beth „Hage and Bethany ; 
N it is evident, from the courſe of the hiftory „that ſeſus 


was then going not towards but Vom Bethphage and Þ oh any, 
p. 45. But Luke ſays nothing of Teſus baving been at Beth- 


phage or Bethany, as the other evangclifts bs, but deleribes 


bis triumphant entry into Je rulalem as in immediate connection 
with his journey from Jericho.“ Luke's idea probably was 


5 imply this, that the circumſtance he was about to relate hap- 
pened when Jeſus was ſo far on his way to Jeruſalem as to be 


near Bethphage and Be thany, but before he entered them; 


and as Jeruſalem was at no great diſtance, it might probably be 


in view from ſome part of the road, before kis arrival at thoic 
two villages. 


9 1 1. « Of the Parable concerning the Ten Seroatits, and 7 the Ten 


7. wlents. 


. The parable la” in Luke, xix. 11. concerning the no- 
bleman and his ten ſervants, and that in Matthew, xxv. 19. 


concerning the talents, ver y much reſemble one another; but 
they 


s 
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they differ in ſeveral reſpects, and the parable in Luke is ex- 


prelsly | laid to be delivered, becauſe he was nigh to Jeruſalcn 


(perhaps in the houſe of Zaccheus) whereas the parable in 
Nati! hew was delivered alter his laſt departure from the om 


ple. 


9 1 of LN - Lamentetion of 7 „us O Jerufaten. 


It ſcems more 1 hat our How's 3 lameniationovet Jeru- 


” falem was made when he came in view of the city, in his jours 


ney from Jericho to Be thany, than during 1.13 triumphant entry 


into it, as Luke repreſents. In coming to Bethany he mult 


have beet very near Jeruſals m, the two P hack 8 being only four- _ 


teen furlongs dillant from one anotke Be ſides, Fix particular 
8 prophecy. as Our Lord's ſpecch upon this occaſion contains 
(Luk e xix. 41.) ſeems more likely to have been delivered to his 
Parti ul de chan to the mixed multitude that attended 
hin V1 in his triumphant entry. As no other evangeliſt, how- 


ever, Mentions his lamentation, it may leem too bold to let 


ande che order even ol Luke upon mere ' conjecture. 


3: >. Of the $ Supper al Bethany. 


According to Matthew (xxvi. 6) Jeſus ſupped with Simon 


at Bethany (at, which time Mary anointed him with precious 
ointment) ter days before the paſſover, after his triumphal entry 


into Jerufal em, and his diſcourſes in the temple. But John, 
(X11. 1) expreſsly ſays, that this ſupper was /ix_ days before 


the paſſover, and alſo, x11. 12, the day before his triumphant : 


entry. In this cale we muſt either make the authority of Mat- 
thew yield to that of John, who is the more circumſtantial of 


= the two, or WC mut tranſpoſe the account of Matthew; and if 


02 „ Ahe 
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the verſes that contain this ſtory in Matthew, xxv1l. 6—19, be 
conſidercd, they will be found to ſtand very aukwardly in their : 
preſent ſituation, where they mterrupt an account of a con- 
ſultation among the J-ws about putting Jeius to death, And 
the Whole tory, from v. 6. to 13. ineluſive, may ve ry caſily 

be taken out, and v. 5. and 14. will have ſulßcient connection.“ 
1 golpel of Mark will read equally well with a Gntlar Parei- 
tlleſis, Viz, from ch. 14. v. 3, to v. 9, nclui ve. 


5 1s not impoſſible, but that the tory might have 3 writ- 
ten by Matthew alter the relt of che hillory was compoſed ; 
and, that finding his account of the journey from Jericho, | 
and of the ane), into Jeruſalem were fo connected, xii. 1. that 

the account of this ſupper could not be inferted between them 


and not being very ſolicitous about the exact order of his 


narration) he, or ſome other perſon for him, pur it, without 
much circumſpection, where 1 It now ' Nands, e 


5 is remarkable, however, and neee to this tranſp 8 
ſition, that this ſtory in Mark flands preciſely in the ſame con- 
nettion as it doth in Matthew. It looks as if Mark, v hen he 
faw Matthew's goſpel, had drawn up an account of the ſame 
incident, and inſerted it in the lame. place in his Own Work. 


Or theſe flories may have happened to be io connected in 
the notes taken from the apoſtles preaching, and, being 
of good authority in other reſpects, may have 1880 fo much 
credit, as to have been copied by the evangeliſts themſelves, 


Juſt as we find them. I hardly know how to account for che 
remarkable reſemblance between the goſpels of Matthew and 
Mark in this caſe, without having 8 to this ſuppoſition ; 
as I am convinced that they had neither of them ſeen 


each other's golpet; at leaſt, at the time of their beginning to 
* rite, 
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It is pollible, however, that Matthew and Mark might chuſe 
to introduce the account of the ſupper at Bethany, alter men— 
tioning che Jaſl conſultation of the Jews to kill Jelus, and of 


the afifiarics they received from Tudas, by reciting, in that 


place, the {irll occaſion of qudass dilguſt. though it happened 
ſome time belote; a tiung winch is very common with hiſto- 


nans. Upon the whole, I have adhered to the account ' 


John.“ Haring ſeen what the other ev angeliſts had written, it ; 
may be preſumed that, where he differs from them, it was with 


. deſign, and in order 10 > be more exact. 


In one reſpect the account of Matthew ati Mark may be 5 


thought to be more probable than that of John. It is evident that 
the Jews held frequent conſultations about putting Jeſus to death, 


particularly at the time of the relurrection of Lazarus: but, 
according to all the evangeliſts, Judas was inſligated to betray 
him, by the affront he conceived to be put upon him, in the 


oOblervation our Lord made about the precious ointment at this 
ſupper at Bethany; and it is more probable that he thould 
keep to fo bale a purpole 7wwo days only, than Ax. But, on 
the other hand, there would be more time for contiliation: 
upon the other ppoſition, as it is not ſo probable that ſo con- 


venient an opportunity as Judas found ſhould have occurred 


in two days. 


Mr Whiſton, anc other harmoniſts, maintain that the 
anointing of our Saviour mentioned by John is wholly diffe- 
rent from that which is mentioned DY Maithew and Mark. But 
the different circumſtances 1 in theſe ſtories, on which he lays ſo 
much ſtreſs, are eicher inconſiderable, or not ablolutely | LICOM- 


8 


The 


ths. OBSERVATIONS. GN THE 


Ihe anointing mentioned by John was of the /t, the other 
of the head and the whole body. But both might have been 
dont at the ſame time. Of the former only Fudas comp flamed, 
of the other, all the diſciples. But the rell might join in his + 

complaint, though leſs openly. In the former Mary ſerved, 
the. inter was in the houle of Simon the leper. But Mary, 
being a netohbour, and pernaps a relation, mis gat lerve in the 
honk: of Simon. ; 


Mr. Whiſlon finds a farther difference i in the indica! 40%, „ And 
e which our Saviour made for the woman. At the 
© former,” he lays, % our Saviour deſires Judas not to ex claim 1 
| „ againl! her, as if ſhe had ſpent: abundance of ointment ona 
% ceremony. Againſt the day of The prej: araiton for mv funeral 
2m "A /he kept 27 as if he had laid, ſhe has ſpent but lite of it 
nn now, ſhe has reſerved the main part of it for a litter time, 
Rh day before my delivery to the Jews. At the latter 
; *a anointing, Mark ſays, ſhe has done what , he could, Sie 1g 
* come before hand, to anoint my body for the 3 wation do m/ 
funeral: which words will bear this paraphraſe. Becauſe 
he ſees no proſpect of an opportunity of embalming my body 
*< hereaſter, ſhe prevents her intentions as well as {he can, by 
© anointing my body thus belore hand, inſtead of it.“ Har- 


mony. P- 129. 


But certainly Mary wad no more e expeRtation of the wk of 

Jeſus than the other diſciples. And it appears to me very ex- 
traordinary that, if Judas had been reproved by our Lord, with 

fo much ſeverity, four days before, and this very anointing 

had even been foretold by him, as Mr, Whiſton ſuppoſes, the 

Fþ bother diſciples ſhould have been ſo very inattentive, as to com- 
1 15 plain of it a ſecond time, and give our Lord occal: 101 to repeat 


his rebuke. 
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The agreement between theſe hiſtories Mr. W hiſton acknow- 
ledges tobe ſo great, that there 1s a great deal of colour for ſup- 
poling them to be the ſame; both anointings being, a fow af 
before the paſſover, perlormed by the ſame woman, Mary : 

the ſame place, Bethany: the price of the ointment the 8 
ſame, three hundred pence; the woman being at both times re- 
proved by others, and being vindicated by our Saviour; moſt. 
on the cl hel allo, being Uh fame: Wo 


Jeb: is twenty miles ſrom Jericho, fo that Jeſus could not 
ſup at Be +thany and enter in triumph from Jer icho thenext day. 


The ſupper at Betliany, therefore, mull 1 intervene between the 
Journey from Jericho and the entry. It is not ieee able, but 


that he might ſpend a day or two in the family of Lazarus at 


that time, which might give Simon a proper opportunity of in- 
viting him 10 his houle, and making luitable preparation 10 
receive him. 


I. we ſuppoſe that ti115 Simon the leper \ as a diſciple and 
friend of Chriſt, which I think 1s rather probable (as another 
would hardiy Na riſked the di; plealure Of the 1 ling Jews 10 
much, as to entertain a man who was now become 0 exceedingly” 
Obnoxious to them) and he had previous intimation of Jeſus 8 * ilit 
to Bethany, and received him the very night of his arriv al, Wwe 


{hall be better able to account for the miſlake of Mark, who 
places the purging of the temple the day alter the triumphant 


entry; whereas 1 it was the day after his arrival in Bethany, two 


contiguous dates, one of which he may be ſuppoſe d to h aye 
miſtaken lor the other. | 
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1 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


N 


— Olfer Vamtons on the Ny der 7 Events from the triumphant 
Entry into Jeruſalem, to the Examination n of 2 be- # 


ok te the h-Pr refts. 


81 Hi of the Parging of the Temple. 


= T HE render will perceive that I have adopted the opinion 
1 of Mr. Mann in ſuppoſing that Chriſt purged the temple 


only once, and that at the laſt paſſover. His reaſons are the 


tollowin 8 


(1) All the ather evangeliſts mention this event. as taking 


place at che laſt paſſover. 


( 2 Such an aft of authority is not agreeable to the caution 


with which our Lord began his public miniſtry ; being accom- 
panied with a public declaration that he was the ſon of God, 


or the Meſſiah, a declaration, which, at that time, he avoided 


making. 


(63) Such an affront to the Jewiſh prieſts could not have paſſed 
unnoticed or unpuniſhed. And yet ſome time after it appears, 


that neither Herod, nor many of the people had heard of Jeſus; 


and fix months after this event (a year or two according to 
other Harmoniſts) his brethren bade him go and [new himſelf at 


Jeruſalem. 


(4) It 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. 0g 
(4) If Jeſus had made this declaration, accompanied with 


fo high an act of authority, at Jeruſalem, would the chief prieſts 
have accuſed him, as in Luke xxiii. 5. of mY begun from 


Galilee, 2 fervert the * weth /as doct rine? 


(3) To theſe arguments 1 Me. Mann, I would add, that 
none of the evangeliſts give the leall hint of Jeſus] 1aving purged 5 
the temple more Thin once, and the accounts of them all con- 
tain the very lame © particulars. 15 


8 000 The verſes that. contain this. account in John it Il. 1 3—2 3. 
ſeem to have no buſineſs | in the place where they now fland. 
For, take them away, and the parts they now disjoin have an 
caſy connection; there being a kind of contrall between our 
Lord's dr/ciles only believing on him, upon ſecing one miracle 
at C ana, V. 12. and many belies eving on ham, when they ſaw 
Many mir acles performed BY. him at Jerulalem, mentioned 


V. 23. 


Beſides, the hiſtorian would hardly have choſen to mention 
its being the puſſover twice ſo near together, as at v. 1 3. and 
23, when there could have been no danger of any perſon hav- 
ing forgouen or miſtaken 1 it. 5 


(7) The firſt intimation har our Lord gave the Jews: th at he 


was the Chrilt, ſeems to have been at the feaſt of Pentccolt, John 


17, ànd it inſtigated them to ſeck to ſtay him. But 


nad he made the ſame declaration on his purging tlie emple 
before, they w ould hardly have been ſo much exalperated now 


ON th at account. 
680 No objection will ariſe to this hypotheſis from the 
attention of the Jews being excited concerning Jeſus, and the 


motives of! Nicode emus's application to him, on account of the 
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want of this exertion of authority : which is by ſome ſuppoſed 
almoſt necellary to account for them. For, beſides what John 
the Baptiſt had done, in hearing witneſs to Jeſus, and pointing 


lim out to the people, and belides the miracle at Cana (the fame 


of which doth not, indeed, ſeem to have ſpread very lar) our 


Lord performed many miracles at this very paſſover in Jeruſa- 


lem, and on ne ſealt day; J as 15  expreſsly laid, John 1 11. 23. 


and! iv. . 


Matthew deſcribes Chriſt's purging the temple as performed 

on the very day of his triumphant entry into Jeruſalem, before 

he curſed the lig-trce. But, according to Mark, ki. 15, he . 
looked about upon all things, when he firſt viſited the e temple, 
and, it being even, he went to Bethany : from whence return- ; 
ing, in the morning, he curſed the lig- tree, and then, on the 


lecond day ot his viſiting! the e he purged it. 


1 


It has been PR that, thouph Mark 5 ys that 2 Lok: = 


round about upon all hing on his firſt viſit to the temple, aſter 


18 triumphant entry into Jeruſalem, the word which he makes 


uſe of (he.) imiplies the ejection of the buyers and 
ſellers, expreſſing a {ook of indignation, reþroof, and correction. 


(Sce Pilkington, p. 18). It has therefore been ſuppoſed that our 
Lord purged the temple both on that day, and the following. 


But I own that this appears to me to be a harſh conſtruction of 
the word. Beſides if Mark really knew of the firſt, as well as of 


the ſecond purging of the temple, and alludes to both, it would 
have been more natural for him to have written at large the 
account of the firſt purging, rather than that of the ſecond. 

\ 2. Of the Prophecy concerning the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, 


What Luke repreſents our Lord as ſay) ing to the 8 


beto re he arrived at Jeruſalem, concerning the deſtruction of 
that 
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that city, ch. xvii, was not ſaid, according to Matthew and 
Mark, till after he had taken his final leave of the temple, Juſt. 
before the laſt paſſover, and was then communicated to his 
diſciples only, together with what is contained in che 21ſt 
chapter of his golpel. I hardly think that Luke's account of 
the circumſtances of this remarkable prophecy, or of his pro- 
phetical declarations on his public entry into Jeruſalem, BE: 

agreeable to the uſual caution and reſerve of our Saviour in 

_ thoſe reſpects. However the ſe ntiments in Matthew and Luke 

are ſo much the ſame, that in compiling an Harmony, I ſhould | 
7. chuſe to place them together, that they might be 1 more ealily 


compared. 


: vs” Of Teſs ing to 11 Tos, 09 Ye ſhall nol ſce 1 tall ye ſhall 


ks Jay, Bed? ny he that cometh in the Name of the Lord.” 


5 Our Lord's fiying 6s the Tews, Y, 6 ſhall not fee ie Halt ve 05 
Bleſje ed is he that cometh in te name of the Lord, Luke (xili. 35) 


ſuppoles to have been pronounced by him in Galilee, before he 
arrived at Jerulalem ; but Matthew (xxm. 39) ſuppoſes that 


theſe words were pronounced in the temple, aſter his trium- 
| phant entry - 


Grotius would 1 the words g & 474/: of 3 to 


ſignify till ye could wiſh to ſay, referring to his coming to judg- 


ment with power and great glory. I can only ſay With Doc- 


tor Doddridge, I with: the words would bear that ſenſe. He 


paraphraſes them thus; © Till your calamities have taught you 
5 ardently to wilh for the Meſfiah, and as a nation gladly 


** to receive me under that character.“ For my on part, Jam 


not Jane ſatisfied with any lenſe that [ have lcen put upon cheſe | 
| words. 


py on & 4. Of 
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73 4. Of the introduction 5 {ie ee eee Sc. 


The diſeourſes recorded in John X11, 20, Oc. Nein not to 


have been deliv 'cred on the day that he firſt entered the temple, 


and purged it. The Greeks had probably heard of that 


extraordinary. action, and were thereby the more induced to 


make inquiry concerning him. And the diſcourſes that foll 985 


concerning his million ſeem very prop orly LO prec: ade thoſe 
aweful parables that relate to the rejettion of chriſt janity by 
the Jews, and that are recorded in Matthew and the ocker 
ev angcliſls. 7 | 


OP 


& 5. Of the Day of the Pajfover n tne. Pafion-l ec 


Critics ave Lan exceedins W to determ aine whe- 
Y 1 


ther the Thurſday on which Telus inſiuted the Lord's ſupper 
was the proper day of the Jewiſh paſlover; and ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances have contributed to make this queition of ſomewliat 
difficult ſolution. Had there been no other goſpel beſides thote of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, there would, 1 think, have been no 
doubt but that the paſſover had been on the Thurfday, and that 


our Lord joined in the celebration of i it at the ſame time with the 
reſt of the Jews. On the other hand, had there been no other 
goſpel than that of John, there would have been as little doubt 


but that Friday had been the day of the paſſover; and therefore 


that our Lord either did not celebrate it at all, or that he antici- 


pated the day l by the law. All theſe writers, how- 


ever, being pre lent at the tranſaction, it is 1mpo! Able bf lat they 
ſhould have had different ideas of the matter. 


John calls the day before the triumphant entry into Jeruſalem, 
of which Palm Sunday is a memorial (and thercfore ou this, as 
: well 


— 
* 
n 
* — 
„ N 
4 4 
SID 
14-79 
9 = #4 
CUE oC 
FS Pl 
"5 1 
2 
e bold 6 
vw WL 
. 
* 
5 
13 
"NT 
4 
7 
WT. 
1 
* 
* 
2 5 
* 
* 
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D well as on other accounts, may be concluded to have been on a 


Sunday) the faxth day before the pafſover, Ch. xii. v. 1. In relating 
the tranſactions of the Thurſday, he ſays not a word about the 
paſſover; but on the day following he repreſe nts the Jews as 


refuſing to go into Pilates Judgment: hall, 4% they Should 


defile the mſelves, but that they might cat the haſſover, ch. xvii. 
v. 28. he calls the ſame day the prebaration. of the erer, 


"ON. 19. V. 141 and he calls the ſabbath following a hgh any, 
ch. xix. v. 31. as if it was the feaſt of inleavencd bre a which 
immediately followed the paſſover. Laflly, it is thought to 

favour this ſuppoſition that Jelus would then dic at the 1 very 
time of the celebration of the palloy er, while the people were 


killing the pa! ſchal lambs in the Temple: which w 'ould make a 


beautiful. coincidence on the ty PE W ich the Seas 


On the other hand, Matthew, ſpeaking of the events of the 


Thurſdlay, ch. 26. v. 17. calls it the firft day of the feaſt of un- 


leavened b; cat. Mark uſeth the fame expreſlion, ch. 14. v. 

and farther ſays that it was the day wy they hilled the 57 
over. Luke alſo calls it the day when the paſſover 15 1% be 
killed, ch. 22. * They likewiſe all of them exprelsly i lay, 


that on the ſame tay they male ready the Vallſover, Matt. 26. 
v. 19. Mark 14. Luke 22. 13. and on the ovening of that 
day Jeſus and the = Apoſtles fat down to ſupper, which, 
from what went before, it is unpoſſible not to underſtand of 


the palchal ſupper. Luke alſo repreſents him as ſaying, 


during that upper, ch. 22. v. 15, With dejire have I aefired to 
eat this þafjover with you before IL ſuffer. For 1 {iy unto You, 


EL * 


T will not any more cat thereof, until t be ful, filled 1 [As An“ 


dom of God. From which we could not Toe Ake it for granted 


that he had then caten of the pallover for che laſt time. 


Ar the ſme time none of the evangeliſts give the call hint 
of there being tO days on which Ake paltoyer raig ht be killed, 
which. 


110 OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


which ſome have ſuppoſed, one for the people of Galilee, and 


the other for the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. Beſides that the law 


expreſoly fixes the killing of the paſchal lamb to one particular 


e viz. the ev ning. of the fourteenth me of the firſt month. 


Town Tam clearly of opinion, that our Lord eat the paſſover 
at the preciſe time appointed by the law, and the ſame day on 
which the reſt of the Jewiſh nation celebrated that feaſt. In- 
_ deed, I do not fee how he that came to fulfil all righteouſneſs 

mould do otherwiſe; or if he had, that the Jews, who were fo 
_ attentive to his conduct, would not have made it an article of 
their charge againſt him; eſpecially, conſidering how ready 
they were to cavil at him for his neglecting to obſerve their 
ſuperſtitious ceremonies, thoſe for which they could not al- 
ledge the authority of Moſes or the law: beſides it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that any perlon would have been ſuffered to tranſgreſs 


the law fo public * as this mull have been donc. 


Dr | Macknight, WW without ben? to have 3 Lo theſe 


: confulerations: is very deciſively of; a Contrary opinion; mam- 
taining that our Lord anticipated the legal time for eating the 
_ palſover. He ſays, p. 94, that the lambs for the pallover being 


by far too numerous to be killed by the prieſts and Levites, in 


the ſhort ſpace of time appointed for that ſervice by the law, 
the people were allowed to perform this ſervice themſelves; 
and, in proof of this, he rightly quotes two pallages of Philo; 
but he did not conſider that, though the people were allowed 


to kill the paſchal lambs themſelves, they were not allowed o 


do it when or Where they pleaſed. 


We find in Joſephus, that it was the univerſal cuſtom that 


all the lambs ſhould be killed on the fame day, between the 
hours of nine and eleven, and only in the court of the temple. 


Sec alſo Reland's 05 iſh Anttquuttes, p. 9 5 and in one of the 
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very paſſages that Dr. Mac knight quotes from Philo, he over- 


looks an exprefſion which would have ſatisfied him, that he was 
quite miſtaken in the inference which he drew How it; for 1 in 


the very paſſage in which he ſays the people killed the paſchal . 


lambs, without waiting for the Prieſts, De Decalogo. 9% 700, 


he likewiſe lays that Ys did it in crowds, Se e, Jil 66/9) KOT leg 


— 


TRE 1046 2710) BK cerceſuenci les: and Joſephus, de Bello Judaico, Lib. vi. 


Cap. 9, ſhows how a computation was made of the number 


ol people alſembled in Jerulalem at the time of the paſſover, by 
the number of lambs which were killed between the hours of. 
nine and eleven, which would have been no datum at all for 
this concluſion, if every perſon had been allowed to kill his lamb 
5 privately, when and where he pleaſed, without any public inſpec- 
tion. This would alſo have been contrary to the molt funda- 


mental principles ofthe Jewiſh ritual, in which every thing was 


public, in order to guard againtl dilferent cuſtoms, and abuſes. 


8 © therefore take | Ti for granted, that the account of Matthew, 


| Mark, and Luke is ſtrictly juft, and that we have miſunderſtood : 


thoſe expreflions 1 in the go ſpel of John which have led many to 


entertain a diflerent opinion. In numbering the days before 
the pallover I ſuppoſe hun to have reckoned From the ich day 


of the month, which, indeed, was properly the feaſt day, being 
the feaſt of unleavened bread, and a day of holy OOO Rag | 
and it muſt have been left they ſhould defile themſelves on 


that day, that the Jews refrained from going into the Roman 


Judginent-hail; though I own I ſhould not have expected that 
he would have expreſſed this by ſaying, ch. xviit. v. 28, that 7 
wy might cat the . 


It is true chat the Friday 3 is called the day of hre har ation, 


Matt. xxvii. 62, Luke xxiii. 5, 6, John xix. 42, but neither 
in the law of Moſes, nor in any other authentic account of the 


pallover, is there any mention of lach a day preceding the 
bour- 
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fourteenth of Nilan; and it appears from Mark xv. 42, that 


the word 7 FORTY . 15 Of the {ame meaning with R999 , aud 


now when even von 1 9 becauſe of the þy eparatuon, that is the 


day before the ſabbath. When therefore the Friday is called the 


; preparation of the prong John xix. 14, the meaning can 


only be, that it was that preparation for the labbath which fell 


in the N weck. 


Mr. Mann accounts for the difference between John and 
0 the reſt of the evangeliſts, by ſuppoſing, with Scaliger, that it 
was the cuſtom with the Jewiſh prieſts, before the rain of the 
ſecond temple, to carry over the new moon of Tilri, or Niſan, 


in certain cales, to the day following, to prevent two holidays 


coming together; but that this rule being, in the time of our 


Saviour, of no long ſtanding, was not univerlally obſerved ; ſo 
| that he kept the paſſover on the Thurſday, according to the ks 


of Moſes, and the Jews, according to their own rule, on the day 
following. See his Diſſertations, p. 191. But I believe no 


inſtance can be produced of any order of the Jewiſh high prieſts, 


reſpecting the regulation of the year and of the feſtivals, not 
being univerſally "obſerved; or of any dillerence of cultoms 


among me Jews c on ſuch a . 


96. Of the Tranſactions of the Wednelday in the Haſion feel. 


There is no o particular union of our Lord's recorded for 
the Wedne/day of the paſſion week. For Matthew expreſsly 


ſays, that all the diſcourſes ! in the temple and about it were 
finiſhed two days before the paſlover, which he always places 


on the Thurſday. It ſhould ſeem, however, that the final 


agreement between the high-prieſts and Judas was made on the 


Wedneſday. For this tranſaction is related by Matthew and 
Mark Immediately alter thetr account of our Lord s dilcourſes 
— above 
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above mentioned, and before the events of the Thurſday fol- 
lowing, Matt. xxv1. 14, Mark xiv. 10. Tradition alſo favours 
this ſuppoſition. For Wedneſday is ſaid to have been an an- 
tient lalt, in commemoration of the treachery of Judas. Sc 


Pilkington. Luke relates this tranſaction as immediate ly pre- 
ceding the events of the T hurſday. Luke 5 xxil. 9—6. 


\ 5 Of the Sup/ her at. which Teſus TW! ut his Difeiples Feet. 


Pilkington, and many ater barinorſts; contend that the 


ſupper at which our Lord waſhed his diſciples feet was not the 
ſame with that on which he eat the p: allover, but one preceding 
„ Bethany, and probably the ſame with that on Whiclt! 
Mary anointed him. But it is evident from John, that our 
- Lord: foretold Peter's demal of him on the ſame night on which | 
he waſhed his diſciples ſeet; fo that we are obliged to ſuppoſe 
that our Lord foretold this event twice, and nearly in the ſame 
words; which, accordingly, ſome ſuppoſe. But I think 1 it ex- 
tremely improbable, that, after the very ſolemn manner in 
winch our Lord had foretold this event once, Peter {ould 
| 3 vive him a ſecond occcaſion of doing it, by re- 


eating the dans ſolemn alſurances of his fidelity and attach- 


ment the day follow! ing. 


It is evident that chere is no place in the goſpel of John, | in 
which we can luppoſe that any thing intervened between the 
ſupper on which our Lord waſhed his diſciples feet, and the 
lcene in the ga 1 but at the end ok the fourteemh chapter, 
where it is ſaid, 4%, let us go hence, which is therefore ſup- 
poled by ſome 19 1 been ſpoken at Bethany, and that what 


Tollows was delivered after the paſſover the next day. But 


theie words might have been pronounced by our Lord upon 


thew riſing from the table only. And chis is che more natural 


2 eee DE fupps- 
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ſu ppohuon, as there is no other mark of the time of th e enfuin 


 difcourle, which is introduced exactly as it would have been on. 


the ſuppoſition of their riling from the table „ and our Lord's 


continuing the dilcourle either in the ſame houſe, or in the open 


alr, on their way into the garden. The very next w ords alt ter 
he, lei g hence. are, Tam the true dine, and my father 15 the 
huſbandman, GC. Whereas Join 15 partic al; arly carctul to 
note the time and place ol. all the ev ents and ail court '$ that he 
JETS. 


It is ſaid (Pilkington, p. 800 4 that the couſliruc tion whi hu the 


diſciples put upon our Lord 8 laying to Judas, 1. at thou docft, 
do quickly, viz. that he was intimating to him to buy what they 
needed againſt the feaſt, implies, that [ras time mult have 1 inter- 
vened between that 8 and the paſſove: cr, But the feaſt 


continued a whole week. 


It is alſo alledged that it 1 have been ſaid 


that from s tame Judas ſought an opportunity how he mugtit 


 conventently betray Jeſus, in the abſence of the ullitude, unlels 


it had been on ſome day before the Thurſday. But this is not 


 faid by John, but by the other evangeliſts, who date the trea- 
cherous deſign of Judas from the time that our Lord reproved 


him for his cenſure of Mary. John only fays that, after the 
ſoh Satan entered into him, and that when he had received it he 


went out, ib being then night. But it might have been ſaid more D 


emphatically at this time, though, in fact, Satan a or his baſe 
deſigns, had entered i into him before. 


SECTION 


. 
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SECTION: XVI. F 


= _ Oe: ations on ee Or der of Foents ts from the Exam na- 
= r BE 703 leſore tie it »h-Prieft, to the Conclefie IN of ; 
tie Ritory. 5 


F. Of the Iifolts which fuk received at the Houſe of the I ou it 
I. Hhyh- le 55 „„ b {ol 


f x UK KE ſpeaks of the Joni of beter, 410 the inſults 5 1 %%% ( 
Rs Tefus received at the houſe of the high- prieſt, as Prec ding 1 e _ f 
the alſeinbling of the chief priolts to examine him, and lis W 1 ö 
ſeſſion that be was the Chriſt. 1 ais allembling and examina- Vs 
tion, he fays, were when it was day, xxii. 00. Matthew EX | 1 
preſsly ſays, that the inſults were after his ex amination, xxvi. 67. e 
Indeed, both Matthew (xxvii. 1.) and Mark (xv. 1 .) ſpeak of e 
an aſſembly of the chief prieſts when it was day; but this was . 2 
alter his examination, and was only for the purpoſe of conſult : MY | 
ing among themſelves in what manner they ſhould get their ſen- ii 
tence put in execution ; and therefore they! make no mention of 5 | 
Jeſus being brought before them at that time. The reſolution = j 
which they came to at this ſecond meeting, was to carry Jeſus 
hound to! Pilate, w hich they did elated : 


"x" n * 


2 Of the Nee allending Tr 's Dental of Jeſus. 


There 8 a pretty conſiderable variation in the: accounts 
whic h. the di llerent cvangeliſts give ol the circumſtances attend- 


EF pos LE DR ing 
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ing Peter's denial of Jeſus. According to Matthew, our Lord 
old Peter, that before the cock crew, he ſhould deny him thrice, 
«xvi. 34. And he repreſents him as denying kim three times 
diftin&tly. before the cock crew ; the two firſt times at the inter- 
rOgation of two different w omen, and laſtly, of thoſe who were 
: anding 5. XXvi. — 2 
Mark ſays, that our Lont told Peter, that before the cock. 
289 twice, ks fault deny him thrice, xiv. 13. And he repre- 
ſents the firſt cock crowing after the firlt denial. The two arlt 
denials, according to this evangeliſt, were occaſioned by the in- 
terrogations of the ſame woman, and the third, by that of the 
: flanders by. xie. * ; 


Lake, like Matthew, 75 chat Jef us told Peter, that before 
the cock crew he ſhould deny him thrice ; Xxii. 34. but he repre- 
ſents the firſt denial only as occaſioned by the 1 interrogation of a 

woman, and the ſecond and third at that of two different men. 
He allo mentions the circumſtance of our Lord' s looking at Peter 
after the crowing of the cock, as if that alone had not been luf⸗ 
ficient to awaken his recollection, Xxli. 2 25—62. 


John ſays, that Jeſus told Peter, that Lots the Fr crew he 

| /hould deny ham thrice, xiii. 98. and he ſays that the firſt denial 
vas at the i interrogation of a woman who kept the door, on his 
entrance (for it is mentioned before the fire is ſpoken of) 
the ſecond time at that of ſeveral perſons who were warming 
themſelves, and the third time at that of a relation of the man 
whole ear was cut off, and who alledged that he had ſeen Peter 
in the garden. 


It ſeems hats a that Mahan and John, DYE heard Jeſas, 
and who were preſent when Jeſus foretold the denial of Peter, 
have given: the true account with ale to the number of foe 
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crowings, and that the ſecond crowing of the cock was an addi- 


tion, which the oppoſition of zwice and thrice might, perhaps, re- 


commend to thoſe perſons from whom Mark (who was not 
preſent) had his account. Matthew and John, however, differ 
with reſpect to the perſons who interrogated Peter. Matthew 
all mentions no interrogation till aſter the inſults which Jeſus 
met with; and yet having probably heard ſomething oft his 
being interrogated at the door, he ſpeaks of his going to the 
door afterward ds, and being then interrogated the lecond time. 


The account of John, who was in the houſe at the time, may 


certainly be depended upon as the moſt exact, eſpecially as he 
had ſeen thoſe of the other evangeliſts. John makes 1 n men- 


on of Jeu. $ looking on Peter. 


8 35 Ui the 0 weunſtances Wen altended. the Referre eition : 


of. Feſus. - 


Much has been w iften by: ſeveral modern divines, on the 


harmony of the different accounts which are given by this four 
cvangelilts, of the circumſtances attending the reſurrection of 

Jeſus; and I believe it may be hoſſivle to 1 up a narrative. 

which ſhall comprize all the different accounts, and be con- 

 fiſtent with itſelf; but to me it is evident, that if the different 
writers had had exactly the ſame ideas of the circumſtances 
attending that event, they would not have written as they have - 
done h it. = 


Manhew 175 (xxviii. 15 8.0 That Mary Magdalen and 
the other Mary went, at the break of day, to ſec the ſepul- 5 
chre, but an angel had rolled away the ſtone, and ſat upon it. 
The angel bade them tel] the diſciples that Jeſus was riſen from 


the 


TW OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


the dead; and as they were ma king haſte to deliver that meflage, 
| Jeſus himſelf appeared to them, and they fell down and held him 


by the feet, but he bade them go and tel] his dil ſeiples to mect : 


him 3 in Galilee. 


Mark ſays 0 1, &c) That, at ſunriſe, Mary Magdalene, 


Mary the mother of James, and Salome, going to anoint the 
body of Jeſus, found the ſepulchre open; and going in, faw a 


young man fitting on the right hand, * ho told them that Jelus 


was riſen, and bade them dell his diſciples to meet him in 
. Galilee. Aficrwards this evangeliſt informs us tl hat Jef dus, having 
riſen carly in the morning, ap peared ſirit to Mary Magdalene, 
who went and informed the dileiples, but was not believed by 


- than. 


Like ſays (xxiv. 1. &c) That many women who had fol- 
| lowed. Jeſus {rom Galilee, and others with th em, going with 
ſpices, found the ſtone rolled aw ay; and; going into the ſepulchre 
found not the body of Jeſus; and that While they were in 


doubt, two men ſtood by them, who ſaid that he was riſen; and 


that they went and told the diſciples, who did not believe them; 


but that Peter ran to the lepulchre, and lceing the grave cloaths, 
wondered very much. 


John, who is the moſt circumſtantial in his relation. 8 


(xx. 1. Sc) That w hile it was yet dark, Mary Magdalene went 


to the ſepulchre; and upon ſeeing the ſtone taken away, ran 


to inform Peter and John. Upon this, theſe two diſciples ran 
to the place, and finding the cloaths only, returned; but that 
Mary, who ſtood without, and wept, on looking into the ſepul- 


chre, ſaw two angels, fitting one at the head, and the other at 
the leet, where the body had lain; and while ſhe was alking 


them concerning the body, Jeſus himſelf appeared to her, and 


bade her 80 and tell his diſciples that he was 5 Tilew, 
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To me it appears not very eaſy to {uppole that theſe difle- 
rent accounts were written by perſons who had preciſely the ſame 
ideas of the ev ents, and of the order of ihem ; but the variations 

are ſuch, that it 18 not worth the while of any friend of chriſli- 


anity 0 take pains to reconcile them. Alter conlidering and 


compart ing all tele accounts, my ow n ideas of the allair are as 


follow. 


The None was rolled away from the ſepulchre, Jelu us role, 
and the guard were diſperſed, {ſome time before day break. 
Preſently after, the women came with their ſpices, intending. 
to embalm ne body : : put recollecting that the lone was too 
large for them to remove, they were at a loſs what to 
do; when 0 ey were furprlecd to find it already rolled away, 
and the body gone. Being exceedingly alloniſhed at this, 
they diſperſe 0 therſely es to different places, to inform the dif- 
ciples of what they had feen ; for it is not at all probable, that, 
in their preſent late of Fs and conſternation, they were all 
together. Mary Magdalene went to Peter and John, who 


unmediately ran to the ſepulchre, followed b. „ Mary herſelf: 

but laying longer than they did, and looking 3 into the {epul- 

chre, after they were gone, ſhe law ſirlt the two angels, auc 
then Jel us himſelf. 5 


Suppoſing the other women not to have quitted the garden, 
but to have waited for the return of Mary Magdalene, we may 
allow that they allo were favoured with an appearance of Jeſus 


to them, preſently after the appearance to Mary, and before 
they had quitted the garden, when they were all permitted 0 


embrace his leet, according to Mattheiwv. 


By this time, it is s probable, that moſt of his diſc tples were 
got together, in conſequence of the news they had heard, when 


Mary Joined them, and informed them that {he had ſeen Jeſus 


himſelf, 


126: OBSERVATIONS on tas 

himſelf, but they gave no credit to her. Some time the ſame 
day, when the diſciples were ſeparated, Jeſus appeared to Peter 
alone, Luke xxiv. g4. who upon this, probably aſſembled as 


many of the diſciples as he could, to inform them of it. 
After the appearance of Peter, our Lord joined the two 
diſc iples who were going to Emmaus, and diſcovered 
hinfelf to them; upon which they immediately returned to 


Jeruſalem, And going to the place where the diſciples 


were afſembled, were informed by them that Jeſus had 
appeared to Peter; and while they were giving an account of 


the manner in which he had made himſelf known to them allo, 
Jeſus himſelf appeared to them, and eat with them. Thomas, 
being informed of this, would not believe; but that day ſeven- 


: night, Telus appeared to them when Thomas was preſent, and 
was fully ſatisfied. After this, all the diſciples went to Galilee, : 
where Jeſus was ſeen by them, and the other diſe iples, many of 
hom reſided in Galilee; and returning to Jeruſalem, he 
aſcended to heaven in the preſence of many of them, from the 


Mount of Olives. 


1 take it for granted, that John would not have x given ſo cir- 


cumflantial an account, as he has done of the manner in which 
che relurrection was firſt notified, if it had not been for the ſake 


of being more exact than the other evangeliſts kad been. 1 


| have, tho tots, followed his account, and think that the vart- 


ations in the other ev angeliſts,which|cannot be caſily reconciled 


with it, muſt be aſcribed to their being miſinlormed, and mil- 
taken concerning them. But they are things of no moment, 
40 that ihe variations with relpect to them, ierve to make the 


general account of che relurrection the more, and not the lels 
credible. 


All the evangeliſts, except John, repreſent = women as 


having ſeen the "viſion of angels before a of them had been 
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with the Apollles, but the account which John gives, makes 
the diſcovery of the reſurrection more gradual and pleaſing. 


It is alſo to be obſerved, that the manner in which they delcribe 


this viſion 1 ls remarkably different. 


gd The renter will ſind much light thrown upon the hiſtory of 


the reſurreQion in a quarto pamphlet of Dr. Lardner's, intitled, 
; Obſervations on Dr. Mackmghts Harmony of the four G o/bels, » 
o far as relates to the Ihſtory of our Saviour's Refurredion. 


Dr. Macknight has made ſuch a number of arbitrary and im- 
- probable ſuppoſitions relating to this part of the goſpel hiſtory, 
that, inſtead of ſucceeding 1 in his attempts to reconcile the dif- 
ſerent accounts of it, the unwarrantable liberties he has taken 
with it do, as Dr. Lardner obſerves, exceedingly perplex and 


1 ber vert the Pat ſtory, which muſt he of bad conſequence. No. hiſtor y, 
he obſerves, p. 16, can ſtand ſuch treatment. My account of 
the order of the events agrees very nearly with that of Dr. 


Luardner, though it was written without conſulting his. We 
differ in this, that he thinks all the writers had preciſely the 
ſame ideas of the order of the events, which to me does not ap- 


8 pear Fee 


ADDI TIONAL ART ICLES. (@) 


1. n eller Judas Iſcar 10t partook of the Lord's Supper, CON 


ſidered. 


I appears Sas John (xiii 30) that Judas left the company 


ok the reſt of the diſciples immediately after receiving the 
5 lop which Jeſus gave him. So that if (as ſeems to be the opi- 


nion of molt critics) the eating of the ſop, which was dipped | 


in the diſh, belonged to the paſchal ſupper, Judas did not par- 
take of ne Lord's [upper which followed it. But it ſhould ſeem 


(2 The two following articles ought. to have been introduced Pele but were acci- 
ee nipk iced. 1 . | 
R 3 
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from Luke (xxii. 21) that Judas was with them both at, and after 
the inſtitution; for immediately after the account of this ordi- 


nance, and of Chriſt's ſaying, This cup is the New Teſtament 


ain my blood, which is ſhed for you ;” he adds, © but behold the 
hand of him that betrays me is with me on the table,” &c. So 
that if we had no other account of this tranſaction but that of 
Luke, we could not have entertained the leaſt doubt, but that 
Jada received the Lord's $A along with the other SHINES: 


I Mark xiv. 18, words ſimilar to theſe 1 in take 
*«Verily I lay unto you, one of you which eateth with me ſhall 
a betray me” are interpoſed between the account of eating the 
paſſover, and that of the inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper; fo 

that, according to this writer, Judas might, or might not have 
been preſent at it; but it rather coincides with the account of 
John, for it cannot be ſuppoled, that Judas would Ray _ in the 
8 company after being o Fenn Pointe at; 


The order of narration 18 che ſame ! in | Matthew (Xxvi. 21) as 
it is in Mark, and as this writer repreſents Judas himſelf as 
aſking, among the reſt, whether he himſelf was the perſon that 
was hinted at, and lays that our Lord expreſsly told him that 
he was the perſon ; it is ſtill more difficult to conceive that, ac- 
cording to this account, Judas ſhould mur till after i: inſtitu- 
tion of the Lord's ſupper. 


1. it not probable, upon che whole, that Los who was not 
preſent at this ſcene, but had his relation from other perſons, 
was miſtaken in his conception of this tranſaction, and that he 
vote with the idea, which the peruſal of his hiſtory neceſſarily 
conveys to his readers, v2z. that Judas was preſent at the celebra- 
tion of the Lord's ſupper, and partook of it along with the other 
diſciples? Do not Matthew and John clearly ſuppofe the con- 
trary, and as they were themſelves preſent at the tranſaction, is 
it not more probable that their account is molt to be depended 
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Some may think it more probable that Luke, notwithſtanding | 
what has been obſerved, might have had a jult idea of the order 
of theſe tranſactions, but might purpoſely tranſpoſe them, with 
a view to bring together his accounts of the two queſtions that 
were agitated among the apoſtles at that meeting; one of which 
was prior to the celebration of the Lord's ſupper, dig. which 
of them ſhould betray kim ; and the other poſterior to the juſti- 


tution, viz. which of them ſhould be the greateſt ; for atter 


having related the former, he introduces the latter as in con- 
_neftion with it, and there was alſo a ftriſe among them, Ge, 
But it may be replied, that theſe two debates had no ſort ot 
connection (ik indeed the. former can be called a ſtrife, or de- 
bate) and therefore did not require to be brought together, 
- as at wy expence of hiſtorical truth. 7 


Grotius ſuppoſes, that the ſop which Per gave to Judas, did 
not belong to the paſchal ſupper, but that it was the bread 
which he brake, and diſtributed to them in the inſtitution of his 
Own ſupper, dipping, or putting his hand into a diſh that con- 
tained it, every time that he gave any of them a piece. So 
that this great man would, in a manner, reconcile the account 
of the evangelilts upon the ſuppoſition that Judas. did receive 


the bread in the Lord's ſupper, but not the wine. 


Dr. Macke TRE that Judas partook of the Lord's 
ſupper, which, he ſays, might take up a quarter of an hour, 
though he is ſaid ro have gone out immediately (9%) after he 
received the ſop belonging to the paſchal ſupper, and though 


he had been ſo particularly pointed out as the betrayer of his 


maller. But it fits caſter upon my mind to ſuppoſe one of the 
_ evangeliſts to have been miſtaken, in a thing of ſo little conſe- 


quence, than to reconcile them 1 IN this manner. 


„ Mir. 
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Mr, Wait thinks that the Lord's ſupper was introduced in 


the middle of a common ſupper, which he ſuppoſes followed 


the celebration of the paſchal ſupper, and that Judas partook _ 
of them all, along with the reſt of the diſciples. But what rea- 


ſon is there to ſuppoſe that the Jews had any other ſupper be- 


| ſides the paſchal lamb itſelf, no part of which was to be left till 


the morning! Beſides, is not the ſuppoſition of an interrup- 


tion in this ſuppoſed common meal, for the ſake of inſtituting 


the Lord's ſupper, very unnatural : ? And what is gained by 


| xeconciling the hiſtorzes of the evangeliſts at t ſuch an expence 


of POT 25 


18 0 the Time when Jeſus forelold . him. 


It is not wt to fix the time when lein foretold Peter's denial : 
ol him. Matthew ſays (xxvi. 31) that it was after they had 
ſet out to go to the mount of Olives; and Mark (xiv. 26) re- 
lates the facts exactly in the ſame order. But according to 


Luke, xxii. 31—39, the diſcourſe concerning Peter's denial of 


him was previous to their going to the mount of Olives; and 
John relates the diſcourſe concerning Peter and ſeveral . 5 
before he ſays, xiv. 31. Ari/e, let us go hence. John is ſo very 
circumſtantial in relating all the tranſactions towards the cloſe 
of our Lord's hiſtory, that [ Prefer his account, though it it is not 


favoured by Matthew. 


Some foppoſe that, notwithſtanding the words of John, laft 


quoted, our Lord did not Jeave the place where he ſpake 


them; becauſe in xvni. 1 it is ſaid, that when he had ſhoken 
theſe words, 112. the prayer for his diſciples, Sc. he went with 


has diſciples over the brook Cedron. But I do not fee for what 


purpoſe the evangeliſt would have mentioned our Lord's ſaying, 
Arie, let us go hence, if they had not actually gone; and I ſee 
eee ue . no 
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no enk in ſuppoſing, that, as it was night, probably very 


ſtill, and certainly moon: light, Jeſus might diſcourſe as he 
went along, at leaſt that he might ſtop at ſome place without 
the town, and before he went over the brook. 


SECTION XU. 


A Computation of the Time that was neceſſary for the h 


Purpoſe of Chr ſt s Mmujiry. 


f T. reste objeflion that can be made to the pp 
of our Lord's miniſtry having continued no longer than 
a year, or a year and a ſew months, ariſes from the ſuppoſed 
impoſſibility of crouding the buſineſs of the evangelical hiſtory 
into fo ſmall a compaſs. The more effectually to anſwer this 
objection, I ſhall briefly go over the whole hiſtory of Chriſt, 
and collect all the notes of lime that I can find in it. This I | 
did at firſt, in order to judge of the poſſibility of the ſcheme ; 


but the reſalt of my obſervations convinced me of the great 


probability of it, independent of all other arguments. For 


when I found that every thing related of the public miniſtry of 
Chriſt {ell with eaſe within theſe limits, I was ſenſible that more 
ume would have been both unneceſſary, and an incumbrance 


to the ſcheme. Whether this kind of evidence will have the 
ſame weight with my reader, I cannot tell. I ſhall lay before 


him the Tek of my obſervations, that he m may judge for 


himſelf. 
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We have no date from the hiſtory of the goſpel to 5 
mine the time of the year when John began to preach, 
when Jelts was baptized. Jerom, Euſebius, and Bren, 


fix che time of Chritt's baptifin to the feventh of January, 
- which ſeems to have been an old tradition, See PiUking- 
_tou's. Chronological Diſſertations, Ny. 55, Notes, p. 9. This 
writer uppoles that John began his miniſtry in September, 
when. the wilderneſs could. furmſh neither locuſts, nor wild 


| honey. 


It can hardly be ſuppoled, for the reaſons given in a pre- z 


ceding ſection, that after the firſt paſſover (which, I ſuppoſe, to 


have fallen on Tueſday the: 30th of March, that year) Jelus ſpent 


more than one ſabbath in Judea, before his arrival in Galilee. 


Where he ſpent that ſabbath (the 3d of April) is not ſaid; 
but as all the known events that intervened between this ſabbath 
and that which he ſpent at Capernaum, are his | journey through 
Samaria, two days ſtay at Sychar (which, agreeably to a mode : 
of ſpeaking uſual in the ſcriptures, may, perhaps, only mean 


part of two days, or little more than a night) and his interview 


with the nobleman at Cana, we may well ſuppoſe that this laſt 


mentioned was the 10th, and that he arrived at that 
the day before, when he called Peter and John, Sc. 


This was the ſabbath on which Teſus healed the demoniac in 
the ſynagogue, and Peter's wife's mother at Peter's own houſe, 
with many other ſick perſons; which gave riſe to his very 


great fame in that place, Mark 1. 28; fo that, in order to avoid 
the prodigious concourſe of people that crouded to him upon 


the occaſion, he retired early the next morning (Sunday the 


11th) into the neighbouring deſert, whither his diſciples reſorted 


to him, and from whence he viſited the places in that diſtrict. 


On 


place on 
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On this excurſion from Capernaum, it appears from Mark 
11 fi. that he was abſent only a few days. Now if we admit 7 0 ö 
1 theſe feu days to be a week; which is more than ſufficient, con- 
fidering that we have no account of any mtervening events, 
except the ſermon on the mount, and the cure of the leper, we 
may fix his return for the Sunday tollowing, or April the 18th. 
Allowing one day more, | it will be Monday, April the —— 
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The day on which the diſciples . the cars of corn, I 


 ſuppole to have been the next ſabbath, as the tranſactions will 1 
cafily admit of it; for, excepting the time that was taken uß „ 
in crolling the ſea ol Tiberias, and returning to Capernuum A 
we have no events, but what are exprelsly conſined to two or . 
three days. FS os : - | 
[:mmediately on his entering Ca pernaum, he healed the Cen 5 


turion's ſervant, and the very next day, Luke vii. 11, ( Tueſday OY 
the 20th) he was at Nain, where he raiſed the widow's ſon. 


I can hardly help thinking, but that Jelus did not perform this 


Journey on foot; for it ſeems to have been about tw emmy miles, 1 i 
which is rather too far for him to have walked conveniently, i 


It is an objection, however, to this ſuppoſition, that muny of . — ll 
| Feſus's diſciples and muck people are ſaid to have gone with him, 
Luke vii. 11. There is a great difference, indeed, in the maps - „ 
of the Holy Land, with reſpect to the ſituation of Nain. In _ = 
ſome of 3 it is placed to the Eaſt, and in ſome to the Well e 1 1 5 
of Nazareth; though moſt of them place it to the Eaſt. Ac- | 
cording to both it was about the ſame diſtance from Caper- ii 
naum; but according to the latter it was more conv exently 
ſituated for creſling the lea to Gadara; being about half way. 
between Nazareth and the ſouthern Part of the lea of Galitee. 


* — 
— A. = 


I conclude, that very little time elapſeq between Jeſus's 
return (Co Peru mum, And his crolling the ſea to Gauara, becaule 
Matthew connects thele two events together, Den viii. 18. 
that, 
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chat, when he ſaw great multitudes he went to the other fide of the 
ea. Admitting that he ſet out from Nain early the next morn- 
ing (Wedneſday the 21ſt) in the ſame mode of travelling in 
which he had come to Nain, he might eaſily have got to the 
other fide of the ſea before night. The ſtorm they met with 
may as well be ſuppoled to have quickened, as to have retarded 
their paſſage ; and probably it was not of long continuance, as 
they would naturally awake Jeſus on the firſt apprehenlion as 
danger. That fea is but about five or ſix miles over in that 
place, fo that the navigation of it could r not, in general, ex- 
cced an hour. 
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| Confidering the reaſon why Jeſus had juſt left Capernaum, 
vz. the croud, it is not probable that he would ſtay long in 
Nain, after fo illuſtrious a miracle as he had performed in 
that place. It is exprefsly ſaid, that much people of the city 
attended the funeral, that this miracle occaſioned a TUMOUY of 
him to go throughout all Judea, and Lroughout all ne” region 
round about. Luke vii. 17. 


On the other ſide of the 5 it is evident, that our Lord 
made but little ſtay. The demoniac met him immediately on 
his landing, Mark v. 2, and as ſoon as ever the cure was per- 
formed, and the ſwine drowned, in conſequence of it (which 
events followed cloſe upon one another, Mark Y 13) the peo 
ple of the country urged him to depart, 


5 Upon the ſuppoſition that he landed in the evening, he might 
ſet ſail again about ſun-ſet; and as the moon was about the laſt 
quarter, there would be no difficulty in reaching Capernaum 

before morning (Thurſday the 22d) the diſtance being only 

twelve or fifteen miles. So that the events of the buſy day on 
which he called Matthew, might happen on that very day ; 


and then we ſhall be at a loſs how to diſpoſe of Jeſus till the 
ſabbath 
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ſabbath follow; ing, on which the diſciples plucked the cars of 


com. If, therefore, any of the preceding events ſeem 10 be 


100 croude 20, e may e that he arrived at C apernati : 
on the F: idav. 


1 ſee no reaſon to ſuproſc, ; with ſome. that the entortain- 


ment which Matthew made for Jeſus, mentioncd Matt. iK. 10. 
and Luke v. 29. was on a different day from that on whick 
that apollle was called. The very next words that Follow the 5 
account of Matthew's riſing and following Jeſus are, And as 4s 
was at meat in the houſe. Luke, indeed, ſuppoſes, that Mat- 
ther made gen, feaſt on purpoſe for him; but it might be "A 
day on Wo he expected ſomèe of his ſriends, and was already 
prepared: ſuppoſing that this feaſt was made on purpoſe 
to ente rtain þ ſüs, we. have room enough for it. Our Lord 
might land at Capernaum early in the morning, and, after _ 
healing the {tick of the pally, be walking by the ſea ſide, and - 
call Matthew long before noon; ſo that before evening there 
was time enough to make any entertainment, and invite his 
friends. During that entertainment was the diſcourſe with the 
_ diſciples of John, and during that diſcourſe Jairus waited upon 
leſus; and theraifing of his daughter, healing the woman who 
had the bloody iſſue by the way, giving ſight to two blind men, 
and curing a demoniac, comprile all the remaining events of 
the day; and they are no more than might eaſily "Fall within 
the compals of a day.  Admitting, Reer that theſe events 


took up 1 two days. , It appears that we have even three day 8 lor 
them. 


As to Matthew's accompts, which have been urged by ſome : 


they might for any thing that we know, have been ſettled in an 
hour. Perhaps. having juſt made his payments, they required 
no ſettling at all; or that buſineſs might have been done by 
means of a friend. The Rory 1 is lo told, chat we cannot but 


8 — ſuppoſe, 
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= ſuppole, that Matthew became a follower of Jeſus from the 


very day on which he was called. The lons of Zebedee imme- 


diately left their father, their nets, and every thing, and fol- 


lowed: Teſus forthwith :; and why ſhould we allow Matthew any 
longer reſpite PE, 7 BD 


If, with Luke, We ſuppol e the abba on which Te ſus healed 


the man who had the withered hand, not to have been the {ane 


with that on which the diſciples pluc ked the cars of corn 


(though I think it moſt probable that they were the lame, ſee 
p. 110) we ſhall not be in the leaſt embarraſſed with reſpett to 
this Harmony; lor as this Evangeliſt mentions no events as hap- 
pening between theſe ſabbatlis, and gives no note whereby we 


can fix the time of them, we may ſuppoſe that they were men— 
tioned in the ſame place, becauſe the tranſactions in them were 
ſimilar, and not becauſe they were contiguous. We may, 


therefore, ſuppole that one of the labbaths was the 17th of April, 
the 8th or 15th of May, or, indeed, any ſabbath during our 


Lord's ſtay 1 in Galilee. 


If we de the events that paſſed between this ſabbath 
on which the diſciples plucked the ears of corn, and on which 


Jeſus healed the man with the withered hand, and the ſabbath 


on which he was rejected at Nazareth, we {hall not ſee the leaſt 


reaſon to ſuppoſe that any other intervened between them, for 
we have no more tramſacttions than are exprelsly limited to one 
day, and hints of what __ require two or three, 


Having incurred the en e the . by 


the tranſactions of the laſt mentioned ſabbath, Jeſus retired into 
a deſert place, whither the multitudes followed him, and he 
healed them, Matt. xii. 15. At chis time, allo, he ſet apart the 


twelve apoſtles, Mark iii. 13. 


Admitting 
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HARMONY OF THE EVANGELISTS. ty. 
Admitting that theſe things took up Sunday and Monday. 


'Fuelday the 27th of May, will be the day on which he cured 
the blind and dumb demoniac, and held hs cdliſcourſe bv the 
ſea fide, as recited in the preceding view of the Harmony. On _ 


Thurſday, therefore, the 291h, he might ſet out for Nazareth. 
and reach 1 it che next day. 


From the abbath on which he was rejected at Ne 


8 May 17 0 the fealt of Pentecoſt, which was on Thurſday, May 
the 20th, we have two weeks and five days, and no account of 
any tranſactions that took up more than three or four days, 


except the miſſion of the Twelve, which, as I have ſhown, P+ 56, 


could not well take up much more e than a week, 


Suppoling che miſſion to 1a been on Sunday the 2d of 


May, the return may be fixed for Sunday the th; and on the 
day een Monday the 10th, Teſus might feed the five 
thouſand, be ſcen w. alking on the ſca that night. and hold the 
fc ourle concerning bread the day following, Tueſday the 


1 1th, 


As the moon changed on the 19th of this month, ſhe would 
be then in her laſt quarter, and conſequently give light ! To 
the morning, by which Jeſus might be ſeen at a diſtance from 
the ſhip. But I do not ſee that the hiſtory neceſſarily requires 


the light of the moon. It is not faid at what diſtance Jeſus was 
ſeen from the lip, and it being then the fourth, or laſt watch of 


the night (Matt. xiv. 25) it muſt have been near break of day. 


Beides, the lars give more light in the clear atmoſphere of 


Judea, than they generally do with us ; and except in the rainy 


te 'alon, the Ig! ts are (clJom cloudy, and; It was. harveſt time. 


Upon this ſuppoßtion we ſhall be at 8 to defer the return 


ofthe Twelve till Epurloay: the 13th, and chis will be the more 


2 conveni- 
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convenient, as it wiltallowjuſt iufticient time for feeding the five 


thouſand, and the diſcourſe about bread, which, being deli— 


| oO 
vered in the ſynagogue of een was probably on the 


labbath follow! ing. 


111 have acquitted myſelf to the tied ien of my reader in 


the computation Of time for the preceding part of the hiſtory, 


it muſt, J imagine, be allowed, that every difficulty attending 
the hy potheſis am endeavouring to ſupport, is ſurmounted, 
as far as it depends upon this computation; ſince, in the 
remainder of the hiſtory, we have fewer facts, and much more 
time for them. Indeed, it might be expetted, that the ſacred 
hiſtorians would be more circumſtantial ; in their account of the 
firſt part of our Lord's miniſtry. The events of it, being all new 


and extraordinary, would make a deep impreſſion on their 


minds; and each of them, having related an event. or diſcourſe 
of any kind, would have little eee to relate another 
that was Sailer” to it, and that occurred later in the hiltory. 

But the laſt events in the hiſtory, being much more ſtriking and 
important than the reſt, are related with | han paniicularity : 


by them, all. 


From the feaſt of Pentecolt to ke fea} of Tabernacles: which 


Vas on Friday the 24th of September that year, was eighteen 
weeks; whereas the events belonging to this interval cannot be 


ſuppoſed to have taken up one half of them. 


It oth not appear that Jeſus made any long ſtay at Jeruſa- 
lem at this feaſt. The reaſon that is given why he did not 


chuſe to watk in Juded at that time was, that the Jews /oug/it 


to hill ham ; and that reſolution was formed on the firſt fab- 


bath aſter the feaſt, when he cured. the umpotent man at the 
f pool of Betheſda, 


The 
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The firſt event upon record after Jeſus's return to Galilee 


is his diſcourſe conce rning traditions. Suppoling this to have 
been in the neighbourhood of Capernaum, his journey from 
thence to the coalls of I'yre and Sydon, being about 00 miles, 
might take a fortnight or three weeks. As he made this] jour- 
ney in a private manner, which we may infer from his hope of 
not being known when he entered into a houſe, at the end of 
his journey, Mark vii. 24, (an expectation which he could 
not have formed, if he had travelled by ſlow ſtages, preaching 
and working miracles all the way) and as he is not ſaid to have 
done any thing in that country, beſides curing the daughter of 
the Syrophenician woman, we may conclude that the whole 
_ excurſion could not have taken up more than the Lune abox C 
| mentioned. D 


Aller Jas return we bad him travelling through the coalts of 


Decapolis, on the caftern {hore of the lea of Tiberias, where he 
cured One man who had an impediment | in his lpeech, and 


ano ther who was blind. As this whole territory did not exceed 


twenty miles in length, we may allow a week or a fortnight. 
for this 5 at the « ead of which, being in a deſert place, 


where the multitude had been with him hoe day S, Mark vnt. 


2. (I . probably two niglets aud part of three day 5; he again 


c 


fed them by a miracle. 


Immediately after this event Jeſus went by {hip to the parts 


of Dalmanutha, Mark vu. 10, or Magdala, Matt. xv. 39, on 
the ſame fide of the ſea, where he diſcourſed with the Phariſees 


concerning che gn from ncaven. Alter this he croſſed the 


fea, and at Bethſaida cured 1 blind man. För theſe events a 


weck may certainly. be deeincd more than ſufſicient. 


The next journey We have an account of is to Cxfarea 


Philippi, about forty miles; when, on the way, he began to 


toretell 
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| foretell his ſufferings, which is expreſsly ſaid to have been fix 


days before the transfiguration, Matt. xvi. 1, on a mountain 
near Capernaum. If we allow a fortnight for this excurſion, 


we ſhall have found events for no more "thi fix or eight of the 


ſeventeen weeks that he was in Galilee at this time, "allowing 


one week for his; journey to and from Jeruſalem. For from the 


transfiguration to our Lord's taking his final leave of Galilee, 
nothing is laid to have happened but the cure of the demoni- 
acal child at the foot of the mount, and lome diſcourſes at Ca- 


pernaum in that neighbourhood. However, as Jeſus did not 
ſet out for this feaſt till after his brethren were gone up, Jolin 
vii. 3. and did not arrive at Jeruſalem till about the middle of 
it, V. 14. (going, perhaps for the greater privacy, by the 


country beyond Jordan, Matt. XIX. 1.) we may allow. 2 [ery 
days more for his [tay i my Galilee at this time. 


A very few days might ſuffice for all that paſſed at Jeruſalem 
at the feaſt of Tabernacles, as it conſiſted chiefly of diſcourtes 


with the Jews, related in the exghth and ninth chapters of 


John. 


What paſſed between this feaſt and the feaſt of Dedication, 
nine weeks afterwards, we are no where informed; fo that to 
fill up this chalm, I have been obliged to inſert in this place al! 


thoſe dilc ourles and mcidents mentioned by Luke, which IT did 


not know how to diſpoſe of better. It is orobable, that the 
manner in which our Lord paſſed his time in Judea was 0 ſimilar 
10 the preceding part of his miniſtry in Galilee, that the evan- 


gieliſts, who all appear to have ſtudied conciſencls, thought 1 
luperfluous to relate the particulars. There is, however, an 


abſolute filence in all of them from this time, till within a few 


weeks before our Lord's death; except that John only mentions. 
a few particulars of what paſſed at the leaſt of Dedication, ch. 


10. and the reſurrection of Lazarus. 
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HARMONY DF THE EVANGELISTS. 133; 
_ Al that is ſaid to have paſſed between the fealt of Dedication 
= and the luſt paſſover, an interval of more than fixteen: weeks, 
9 . the diſcourſes beyond Jordan, the journey from thence to 
2 raile L1-arus, che retreat to Ephraim, and the laſt | journey 
5 through jericho to Jeruſalem: all which can hardly be ſuppoled || 
"Je io have taken vp tour weeks. | 
1 is by no means mecelfary For me to go over the remainder A 
of the hiſlory, as all Harmoniſts are agreed with reſpect to | 
the time in which it was compriſed, though they differ in their i 
arrangement of particular facts. Not but that a review of the i 
liftory of the laſt week before our Lord's death. would be i 
favourable to the hypotheſis I am endeavouring to ſupport, as. if 
it would exhibit a ſcene of much more buſineſs than | have had ; 
occaſion to bring into any two weeks belore. ; 
It certainly appcars, upon the whole, that one year „„ i 
abundantly ſufficient for all the events recorded | N ˙· W 
gelical hiſtory. No perſon, reading Matthew, Mark, or Luke, - | 
Could poffibly have imagined that they took up more; and ᷑ ᷑ DPM? 1 
_ every thing is perfectly eaſy in john, admitting the wranſpo- 1 
ſition of one chapter, the preſent connection of which evidently ij 
ſhows it to be out of its proper place; and the interpolation 5 li; 
E of the word paſſover before feaſt of the Fews; a mittake io f | i 
5 eaſy, in ſome early tranſcriber (by taking into the text a mar- e i, 
$ ginal illuſtration of ſome perſon, who lch ſuppoſed the paſe | 
5 fover was the ſeall referred to) and ſo much like other millakes, [ | 
| that are generally e to have been made, ſince thele — 
5 books came from the hands of the Original writers, that a =_ 
i much ſmaller adv autage than is here propoſed by it would | 
4 juſtify us in admitting it. In fact, other critics have admitted 5 ' 
; it for diflerent, and of, weighty reaſons. IF here are perions, 1 
; however, who would not alter the preſent copies of the New j 
, Teſtament, though they were obliged to ſuppoſe, that the pub- 
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lic miniſtry of Chrilt laſted forty years Inſtead of four, which 15 
the general hy pothoſis. 


I hall conclude this feftion with obſerving, that, accord! ing 


to the preceding diſpoſition of our Lord's hiſtorv, we have an 


ealy plan of his public miniſtry, and oblerve a pretty equal d 
tribution of his labours, to infiruct and convert the people OL 


the Jews. For almoſt all the {former halt of the year was Tpent 
in : Galilee, and the latter in Judea, 


Galler! 15a a country af "out forty miles in \ length, lying Eaſt 
and Weſt, and about ſiſteen, or in ſome places tw enty miles in 
breadth. Cana is ſituated in the Weſtern part of it, Nazareth 
about the center, and Capernaum | in the Eaſt. This part of the 
country was, probably, the moſt populous, being ſituated upon 


the ſea of Galilee, which employed a Went number of ſhips. 


Dur Lord ſpot all the early part of his life at Nazareth; but 
probably was not conſpicuous. He began to work miracles at 
Cana in the Well, but preſently, leaving "that place, he ſpent the 
firſi part of his public preaching in the more populous country, 
about Capernaum, in the Eaſt; after he had opened his com- 
million, as we may ſay, in Judea, and eſpecially in the parts 
near Jordan, where John had borne witnels of him, and PRES , 


him out to the people. ö 


During the firſt weeks of his preaching i in Capernaum and 


the neighbourhood, he was clolely attended by his diſciples, 
who may be ſuppoſed not to be yet qualified to preach them- 


ſelves. But before he left Galilee for that time, he removed 
to Nazareth, and its neighbourhood, where the people muſt 
have been in ſome meaſure prepared to receive him; and not 


having much ume to ſpend there, he lent out the twelve poles, 
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two and two, to aſftiſt him in going over th at part of the 
country, which lcems to hay © been but thinly in! habited, 


After Pentecoſt our Lord made a progrels through Tce 


Nils, and to the utmoſt. northern bon indary of the land of 


Canaan, towards Tyre and Sydon. During this part of his 


ltay in Galilee, It 15 not improbable but that his di weiples might 
alliſt him in preaching the golpel, though it be not partie alarty 


mention ed. 


Taking his final leave ok Galilce, bb {ent out leventy dul- 


ciples, to preach in the larger countr of Judea. Ile allo ſe- 
veral times viſited the country be youd Ford dan; nor was Samaria 
by any means neglectc ca by kun. 


5 8 77 


i EIN i ; 5 3 1 * 1 ai „ * [FL 
Upon the whole, all the country that was formeitty poſicifed 


by the twelve. tribes, may be fu Ppoled to have been pretty 
equally enlightened by the preachins of the goſpel, and to 


have enjoyed nearly equal advantages, during the courſe of 


our Loris s public c prei achin 18. 
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28 Full Moon in March 29 17 37 


A.D. 
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The Time of the public Miniftry of CHRIST: 
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1 Niſan go days. 


ſulian. Jewiſh. 


March 
17 
1 
20 
. 
22 


neſs, and had preached in Judea, probably both betore and after his 


we have. no particular account of any of his diſcourſes. 


O0 OS A CO e — 


23. 10 


29 | 13 


30 14 Tux PASSOVER. Jeſus at Jeruſalem performs many miracles not ſpecified, 
1 15 and difcourſes with Nicodemus; after which he preaches and makes 
April | diſciples in the neighbourhood, 


2 17 About this time John is caſt into priſon, 


ED 
— 
O0 


pO 


19 Jeſus having giren umbrage to the Jews by the drſciples he made before 
; and after the paſlover, leaves that country to. go into. Galilee, | 
20 He diſcourſes with the woman of Samaria, and arrives at Sychar, 

21. | 


N 22 Leaving Sychar he arrives at Cana, where he cures the ſon of a nobleman 

23 of Capernaum, | 

24 Jeſus calls Peter, James, and Andrew, to attend him and enter Capernaum. 
1 * 25 He cures a'demoniac in the ſynagogue, and Peter's wits mother at Peter's 

| . hovie. | | 1 | 
41 26 Early in the morning he leaves Capernaum to preach in the neighbouring 
12 27 towns; and during this excurſion he delivers the ſermon on the mount, 
13 28 on his deſcent from which he cures a leper, 


44 29 


15 


DEFORE the Paſſover in this month Jeſus. had attended the preaching, 
of John, had been baptized by him, had patſed 40 days in the wilder“ 


return to Cana in Galilee, where he turned the water into wine; but 
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2 Vihar 29 days, 


1 
2 | | a 8 
3 Jeſus 1 returns to Capernaum, and heals the Centurion's ſervant. 
| At N ain he raiſes a young man to life. 


6 He croaes the ſea of Galilee, w here he allays a ſtorm, and on his landing 
cures a demoniac, | 


7 At Ca,e num he cures a paralytic © calls Matthew and dines with 


8 him, cues a woman who had a bloody ff ae, and raiſes [airvs's daughter.“ 
9 Jeſus reſtores a withered hand, after walking through a cornfield with his 
diteiple | | | 
10 He retires to a deſert place, and on a mountain ſets apart the twelve apoſtles. 
FL N 8 


12 Jeſus cures a deat and dumb demoniae, difcourſes about the fin againſt the 
13 Holy Ghoſt, his mother and brethren came to ſpeak to him, and on the 


14 ſame gay he delivers the parable of the lower, Le. from a ſhip, 
15. He goes to Nazareth. | 


16 He preaches in the { nagogue, and is inſulted. 


17 He preaches in the neighbouring villages, and ſends out the Twelve. 


In the abſence of the Twelve the diſciples of John came to him. 
1 | 


20 About this time Jeſus dines with Simon the Phariſce, 

21 Z | 

22 

23 

24 

285 

26 Tef ſus and his diſciples hear of the Geath of John the Baptist, and retire out 
. Herod' 3 dominions. | | LS | 
28 The Twelve mect ſetus. He teeds the five thauſand, and walks on the lea, 
29 Jefus arrives at Caperaaum. 
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3 Sivan 30 days. 


: 15 e 1 | He diſcourſes in the ſynagogue concerning bread. 


„„ 


1 z Jeſus leaves Galilee to go to Jeruſalem. 


20 ; 6 PENTECOST- 


22 * 7 Jeſus heals the infirm man at this cool 1 Betheſda, and Jiſcourſes with this | 
| 23 + 9: Jews concerning his miſtion. "IF ſeeking to kill him, he goes 1 into 


24 10 Galilee, | 
25 11 
20 182 


37. IS He diſcourſes with the Jews who had followed him from Jerufal em con- 
. 4 cerning traditions. ö | | 


0 7 6 


20. 108 + 

31 17 

1 18 

2 19 

3 20 

4 21 

7-08 „ . 35355 

-D 23 In the neighbourhood of Sidon, Jeſus cures the daughter of a Syrophenician 

7 24 woman, ES 

8 25 

9 26 

10 27 

at” 28 

12 29 

. 30 Jeſus travels through B where he cures a man who had an impedi- 
ment in 1 his ſpeech, and another who was blind, 
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Be goes by ſea to Dalmanutha, where he diſcourſes with the Phariſees 
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4 Thammuz 29 days. 


At the terinination ot the progres through Decapolis, Jefis feeds the tour | 
thovlang. 


about the ign from heaven. 
He crofles part « ol the ſea to go to Berhſaida, * here he cures A blind man. 


Jeſus ſets Hut on his progres through Czſarea Philippi, in ſome part ol 
which he begins to diſccurte about his forure luferings. 
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Jeſus is transfigured on a piountain ncar Capernaum; deſcending from 
which he cures a demoniacal boy, and on his arrival at Capernaum he 
diſcourſes with his diſciples about humiity.- © -: | | 3 
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1 Ot what jeſes did in this month we have no account. 
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The ſeventy diſciples ſeem to have been 15 ont after Jobs had ſet out 
+ on his journey to Jeruſalem to the * abernseles. TIO wag this 
miſſion laſted . not appear. | 
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. | held the diſcourſes with the Jews related John vill. and ix. 
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Ot what Teſs did in this month, and the whole of the interval between the 
fealt of Tabernacies and Dedication, we have no diſtin account, It 
22ms molt probable that in this place we are to place thoſe diſcourſes 
and incidents which are related by Line; an hem ained in Section $0, &e. 
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"Jeſus being beyorl Jordan, holds the diſcourſe concerning the danger of 


riches, &e. and blelies the childten that were brought to him. 
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Ot what Jeſus did this mooth we bave no account, 
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by February 


= It was probably i in this mouth thr Jeſus, being bey ond 1 heard of the 


bim to retire to the deſert of Ephraim . ee 
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death of Lazarus, upon which he went to Bethany where he raiſed him 
from the dead. This miracle ſo much excited the envy and malice of his 
enemies that they renewed their deſigus upon his life, which induced, | 
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19 Niſan 30 days. 


9 jeſus ſups at Beilinny when Mary anvints him. 


10 He enters Jeruſalem in triumph, purges the temple, and? reures to Bey 
11 lle curſes the fig-tree, and holds ſeveral diſcourſes wich the Jews in the 


temple. 


12 The Greeks introduced to Jeſus. The voice from heaven, and the pro- 


1 3 phecy concerning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 
14 Tux Passover, The Lord's ſupper inſtitutes, 
15 . is crucified, | 5 | 


16 | 
17 He riſes from the dead 
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24 ]eſus appears to the apoſtles when Thomas was preſent, 
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N. B. The full moon was on the 18th of March this year. 
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CONSIDERABLE EVENTS. 


Fr rom the Beginning of the Reign of HEROD to the Death 


Julis n Period, 
407 4 


77 


Oo 


RI 


27 


2 
20 


18 
13 


of CHRIS e 


Be fare Chriſt. 


40. 
39 
37 
31 
30 


EROD declared king of Toes by che Roses Senate, | 
He takes pofleſſion of Galilee and Samatia, | 


Herod takes Jeruſalem. Antigonus beheaded, 


The battle of Actium, 24 of September. 
Herod makes his peace with Octavian at Rhodes. 
He puts his wife Mariamne to death. | 
The monarchy ot the Roman empire, with the title of Augu ſtus, con \ferred 
on Octavian, whence the Augultan zra commences. 1 85 
Herod receives from Auguſtus 77 achonit:s, Aeranitis, and Hater, in 
addition to his former dominions. | 


He begins to rebuild the temple in the 18h of his reign rec koned 
from the death of Antigonus. 


The building of the temple completed. 
Herod fets vp Antipater againſt the ſons of Mariamne. 


Titus made governor of Syria. 


10 


Herod having finiſhed his work at Cæſare: a, gie es it that name in honour 


of Auguſtus Ceſar, He builds alſo Cypron, ne Phaizelis, 
and the tower of Phaſael at Jeruſalem, 


Saturninus made governor of Syria. 


| Auguſtus takes the cenſus of the Roman citizens at Rome, Ile corrects - 


the Julian year, and gives his own naine to the month Auguſt, 


Theenrolment of the Jews by Quinini us, who Was aſterwards 7Overnor 


of Syria. Jeſus born. 


(a) As this table, though taken chicfly from Prineay: * was filled up from Do Frrsy oY, und tlie 


_ UxiverSaL HIS Tokx, and theſe do not agree in all things; 1 do not pretend to vouck for any but the 


principal events, and ſoch as are particularly connected with the hiſtory. of Chritl, 


* 


* 


«24%. 4 
z +. „ 
* gs. * NN 


35-03: 8 2 
X + rt nol. 0 5 OHIO et. gn < P 
0 1 


3 7 


# 


a 


— 
— X 


© IS: 3 . 
r · A ONINENEOS 


154 
Jul. Per 


4703 


DS. 


10 


11 


12 


44 


14 
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16 


17 
18 


19 


20 
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8 OE HO 9. 


6 eral cauſes both the ſons of Matunle te) be ſtrangled. 


The Magi vilit Jeruſilem, Jeſus carried to Egy pt. 


Qu. Varus was e governor of Syria. 


A plot of Antipater againſt his father's life detected. 


1 Aatipater but to de ch, and nee days after, a lew days before the pail. er, 


1 


17 


Itcrod G! LAs 


3 Archelavs ſucceeds Hero iv ſodea, T-lumea, and Samaria.“ klerod Anti- 
pas in Galilee Peica, and Philip ut A Uran its and 'Lrachon: ts, Paneas, 
Ad Batanea. 855 | 5 
Joſeph and Mary return with Jolws out of Egy pt, and beide at Naza- 
| "reth, 
2 45 tus bavithes his daughter Julia, 5 
1 Caine Cefar, the eider grandſon of Auguſtus, ſent into Armenia, and 
N. D. Tigranes raifed to the throne. os | 
1 'Thecom: nencement ol the Chrititan ara according t to > Diony ſius Exiguus. 
i - Lucius Cefar, the younger grandſon of Auguſtus, dies at M arſeilles. 
3 Caius Cœfur, having received a wound in Armen, dies in Lydia. 
4 Tiberius is adopted by Auguſtus. | 
5 Jelus, being twelve y ears old, Was exrumined by the Jewiſh dot ors in the 
temple. | | 
6 Archelaus be ng accuſed of male Ain arion before Auguſtus, 18 ba- 
r:ſhed to Vienne in Gaul, and Sulpicius Quirinins, is ſent to be gover- 
nor of Syria and to take the cenſus in Judea, when Coponius is made 
Procurator. Great troubles enfued at Judea on this change, 
75 Judas the Gaulonite raiſes au inſurrection in Judea. The Samarituus 
pollute the temple with dead men's boner at the Paſlorer, | 
8 Auguſtus makes laws to encourage marriage. | 
9 Tiberius, and Germanicus, reduce Batto, who bad revolted in Dal- 
matia. 
10 Marcus Ambivius made Procurator of Judea. 
11 Salome the ſiſter of Herod'dies, 
12 Tiberius admitted into partnerſhip with Auguſtus | in the empire. 
13 Annius Rufus made Procurator of Judea. 
14 Avguitus dies ar Nola on the 19th of Auguſt, and 1s ſucceeded by Tibe- 


rius in the whole empire. Silanus made governor of Syria. 


5 Valerius Gratus made Procurator of Judea. 


516 


Germanicus defeats Arminius and the Germans, Herod Antipas Puls 
Tiberias in honour of Tiberius, | 

Germanicus ſent into the Laſt, Twelve cities of Aga] Minor overthrown 
by an earthquake. 
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Fer. Jul. A. D. 80 
4731 18 Germanicus 8 Capp:docia, and Comm: agene 10 1156 om of Ro- 
man provinces, and fettles the atfairs of Aitmenia, | 
32 19 Germanicus vilits Egypt, and 18 potioned at Autoch by Pio, Prat 
ff dent of Syria. | | 5 
33 20 Piſo, being accuſed of it, kills himſelf, 
34 21 Jul. Florus revolts in Gaul, is deteated, and kills himfelt. | 
353 22 Tacfacinas deteated, and his brother taken priſoner by Bleſus. 
36 23 Valerius Gratus removes Annas trom the office of High- -prieſt aſter be 
| had enjcyed it 15 Years, and puts in his Place me! che don ol. 
| Fabus. . | : 
5 4 Ele naar the ſon ot Ani. is made High- FN iu the 7 of Iſmael, 
1 Iuaclacinas totally routed and killed. | | 
28 8 25 Simon the ſon of Camith is made High: -pr zelt in the 7 We of E 1 azar; 
„„ Pontis: Pl late arrives Procurator of judea in the. place ot Valerius | 
| Gratus. | | | | | meg 
39 Y 26 Joſeph, ſurnamed Caiapluas, fon 1 in law oi Anas, i is m nade High: prieſt i my 
1 | the place of Simon. | e 
00. 27 Tiberius retires to Capreæ, where he ſpent the lait ten years « or ki. | 
| lite, | | 
41 28 John the Baptiſt begins to preach, and Jef us is « api by him, and 
> begins to preach and work miracles. : | | 
1 9 John | is impriſoned and beheaded by Herod Antipas, Telus is crucified 
| by Pilate, and, riſing from the dead, the goſpel ON) to be preached 
in his name through all the world. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


BY a Miſtake of the Directions given to . Printer, the Diſpo- 


fition of the Columns in the firſt Part of this Work is not quite ſo 
regular as the Author had intended ; but as this affects only the Ap- 
pearance of the Copy, and that not very materially, it is hoped that 
it will not be thought a great Deſprmity by the candid Reader. 5 
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4. A Familiar IN TSODDGCTION to the Tawny and Pracrice of PensyseriV:, 
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5. DirtcTIONS for impregnating Water with Finz Ain, in | order to commu. 
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ral Waters of a ſimilar Nature, 1s. : 


6. Experiments and Obſervations on different Kinds of Air, with Copper-Place, 
N vol. Price 118. in Boards. | 


7. ParrosopHICAL ini: Containing Rematks on a Charge of Placi- 
—8, interſperſed e with various Obſervations relating to 


ariſm reſpecting Dr. H 

different Kinds of Air, 15. 6d. 

38. A NewCnarT of HisTory, containing a View of the 3 Revolutions 
of Empire that have taken Place in the World; with a Book deſcribing it, con- 
taining an Epitome of Univerſal Hiſtory. The Third Edition, 10s. 6d. 


9. A Char of Biocrapny, with a Book, containing an Explanadon of it; -* 
and a Catalogue of all the Names inſerted 1 in it. The F *ourth Edition, very much 


improved, 108. Gl.. 
10. An Eſſay on a Courſe of liberal Education 1 Civil and Ave Li. with 
Plans of Lectures on, 1. The Study of Hiſtory and general Policy, 2. J he Hil- 
tory. of England. 3. The Conſtitution and Laws of England. 
II. An Examination of Dr. REIb's Inquiry into the Human Mind on the 
Principles of Common Senſe, Dr. BRATTIE's Eſſay on the Nature and Immutab:- 
lity of Truth, and Dr. Oswar D's Appeal o Common Senſe in Behalf of Religion. 
The Second Edition, 58. ſewed. 
12. HaRTLEyY's Tatoky of the HuMaNn Mind on the Principle of the Alſocia- 
tion of Ideas, with Eſfays relating to the Subject of it, 8vo. 5s. ſewed. 
13. The RupimenTs of ENGLISH" GRAMMAR, adapted to the Ole of Schools, 
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The above Grammar, with Notes and Obleevations for he Ute 91 thole 
wo have made ſome Proficiency! in the Language. The Fourth Edition, 35. 
An Ess Av on the FIRST PrINciPLEs of GOVERNMENT, and on the INatur- 
<6. 3 Civil, and RELIGIOUS LiBERTY.. The Second Edition, much cn 
larged, 5s. 
16. INSTITUT ES of Natrona 100 REVEALED ReLicion, Vol. I. containin! 
the Elements of Natural Religion; to which is prefixed, An Eſſay on the bel 


Method of communicating IO. 8 o the Members of Chriſtian 
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Books written by Jospyn PRIESTLEY, LL. D. 


Societies, 28. 6d. —Vol. U. containing the Evidences of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
Revelation, 3s. ſewed.— Vol. III. containing the Doctrines of Revelation, 25. 6d. 
{ewed.—Preparing for the Preſs, the Fourth and laſt Part of this Work, containing 
an Account of the Corruptions of Chriſtianity, 
17. A Fret Appress to PROTESTANT DissexTERs on the Subject of the Lord O 
Supper. The Third Edition, with Additions, 25s. _ 

18. The Additions to the above may be had alone, :15--;. 


55 An Apprrss to PROTESTANT DISSENTERS | on the e Subje& of giving che 
Lord's Supper to Children, 18 


20. CONSIDERATIONS on DirrExENCEs of Se among Chriſtians: lev" a 


Letter to the Rev. Mr. Vinx, in Anſwer to his Examination of the Addreſs to 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, 18. 6d. 


21. A CarecnisM for Child. en and Heiz Perſons. "The Second Edition: . 


„ SegpTURE CATECHISM, conſiſting of a Series of e with Refe- 


rences to the Scriptures, inſtead of Anſwers, 3d. 


23. A Serious AppRess to MasTERs of Families, with Forms of Family i 
+E Pr rayer. The ſecond Edition, 6d. 
23᷑4. A View of the PrinciPLES and Conpucr of the 8 33 
with reſpect to the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of England. The Second - 
J . 
25. A Fare Appress to Per er DivzenrTens: on the Subject of. Saen en | 
- DisciPLINE; with a Preliminary Diſcourſe concerning the Spirit of Chriſtianity, N 
and the Corruption of it by falſe Notions of Religion, 28. 6d. 
26. A SERMOx preached before the Congregation of PROTEST ANT Disskwrkks, 
| at Mill Hill Chapel, in Leeds, May 16, 1773» on Occaſion of his reſigning his 
t Paſtoral Office among them, is. 
27 A Free ADDRESS to PROTESTANT 8 as . By a Diſſenter ENS 


A new Edition, enlarged and corrected, 1s. 6d. —An Allowance i is made to thoſe 
wao buy this Pamphlet to give away. | 


28. Letters to the Author of Remarks on ſeveral late Publications relative to the 


Diſſenters, in a Letter to Dr. Prieſtley, 18. 
29. An APPEAL to the ſerious and candid Profeſſors of Chrilticnicy, on the fol- 
lowing Subjects, viz. 1. The Uſe of Reaſon in 1 of Religion. 2. The 


Power of No to do the Will of God. 3. Original Sin. Election and Repro- 


bation, 5. The Divinity of Chriſt; And, 6. Aronemeat for Sin wy the Death © of 
Chrilt, 1 he Fifth Edition, 1d. 
30. A Famiriak ILLUSTRATION of certain Paſſages of Scripture relating to the 
ſame N 4d. or 38. 6d. per Dozen. 
The TRIUMPHof TruUTH ; being an Account of the Trial of Mr. Elwall, 


5 "Hereſy and Blaſphemy at Stafford Aſſizes, before Judge Denton. 1 he Second 
ition, 1d. 


32. ConstytraTiIONS for the Usz of Youns Men, and the Parents of Youxc | 


Muy, 2d. 


Ado, 
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Alſo, c publiſhed under the Direction of Dr. PrigsTLEY, 


Conſiſting of Original Eſſays, Hints, Queries, &c. calculated to promote religion 

| Knowledge, i in Three Volumes, o. Price 185. in Boards. : 

Among other Articles, t too many to be enumerated | in an Advertiſement theſe. 

1 Three Volumes will be found to contain ſuch original and truly- valuable Obſerva- Þ 
5 tions on the Doctrine of the Atonement, the Pre- exiſtence of Chriſt, and the Inf. 
tion of the Scriptures, more eſpecially reſpecting the Harmony of the Evangeli ſts, and 

the Reaſoning of the Apoſtle Paul, as cannot fail to recommend them to thoſe Per Þþ| 


ſons, who wiſh to > make a truly-free Enquiry | into theſe important Subjects 


In . F irſt Volume, which i is now reprinted, ſeveral Articles are added, parti. 


cularly Two Letters from Dr. THOMAS⁵ SHaw to Dr. Brvsox, eng to the Pa!- 
ſage of the Iſraelites through the Red Sea. 
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